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MORNING BIBLE STUDY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Resumes January 13, 2020     10:30 - 11:30 am 
PHILOPTOCHOS MEETINGS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bi-Monthly Meetings    
GOYA MEETINGS  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TBA 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION . . K-7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Resumed September 15, 2019                                
RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONñPREK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Resumed September 15, 2019  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .   2nd Wednesday of  the month            6:15 pm 
FISH FRY    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fridays                                   3:00ñ8:30pm 
CHOIR PRACTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

FEBRUARY 2020  

  3:   Royal Hours                                               9:00 am 

  5:   Eve of Theophany         10 am 

        Small Blessing of the Waters 

  6:   Theophany Divine Liturgy    9:30 am 

        Great Blessing of the Waters 

  7:   St. John the Baptist Divine Liturgy             9:30 am 

        Philoptochos Holiday Luncheon & Meeting    1:00 pm 

  8:   Parish Council Meeting                              6:15 pm 

11:   Youth Flint Firebirds Game  

12:   Vasilopita Sunday 

13:   St. Anthony Divine Liturgy                       9:30 am 

        Orthodoxy Explored                                6 - 7 pm               

23:   Dormition Dinner @ Assumption            6:00 pm 

27:   Orthodoxy Explored                                 6 - 7 pm 

29:   Three Hierarchs Vesperal Divine Liturgy   6:00 pm   

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

JANUARY  2020  

   1:   Food Bank of Eastern Michigan 

         PanOrthodox Great Vespers for the  

         Presentation of our Lord into the Temple   5 - 7 pm                             

   2:   Presentation of our Lord into the Temple 

   9:   Triodion Begins 

 10:   Orthodoxy Explored                                   6 - 7 pm 

 11:   Philoptochos Meeting                                      1 pm 

 12:   Parish Council Meeting                               6 :15 pm 

 16:   Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

 22:   Divine Liturgy-Saturday of Souls                  9:30 am 

        DOP Mardi Gras 

 23:   Judgment Sunday - Communion 

 24:   Orthodoxy Explored                                   6 - 7 pm 

 29:   Divine Liturgy - Saturday of Souls                9:30 am 
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell  

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, 
 The Worship of the Trinity became manifest. 
For the voice of the Father gave added witness, 
 Naming You His beloved Son. 
And the Spirit in the form of a dove 
 Confirmed the certainty of that word. 
O Christ, Who revealed Yourself as God and brought light to the world, 
 Glory to You. 
(Troparion of Theophany) 
 

Beloved Parishioners and Friends of Assumption Church, 
 

Our Orthodox Church celebrates on January 6 the Feast of the Holy Theophany of 
our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ. This Feast calls us to enter into the mystery of 
the baptism of Christ, an event where the Worship of the Trinity was manifested and Je-
sus Christ was identified publically as the Son of God. As the hymn of Theophany states, 
this manifestation ñbrought light to the world.ò Theophany is also a feast of renewal and 
regeneration. In the words of Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware), ñChristôs baptism in Jordan 
renews our nature, for it is the prelude to our baptism in the font; and it renews and re-
generates, not our human nature only, but the whole material creation.ò It is a perfect 
Feast for the beginning of the year as it calls us to renew our entire lives as we embark 
upon the New Year.   

 

After the Feast, we will start blessing our homes with water that is blessed during 
the services for Theophany as an act of this renewal of ñthe whole material creation.ò 
There is a form in this newsletter that should be completed and submitted to the Church 
office in order to schedule a blessing. The priest will contact you directly to schedule the 
blessing after the form is received. For the blessing, the parishioner(s) will provide a 
small bowl of water on a table; an icon of Christ, His Mother, or St. John the Baptist will 
be placed near the bowl; and a candle will be lit next to the icon. The priest will bring 
the blessed water and everything else needed for the blessing. All persons living in the 
home are encouraged to be present along with any invited family members and friends.   

 

May the Lord our God continue to bless and guide our Assumption Church in the 
New Year and in all the days to come!      

 

             
      With love in Christ, 

 
             

      Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell      
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CONFESSION  AND  H OLY COMMUNION  
 

Metropolitan Maximos (Aghiorgoussis), the retired Metropolitan of  the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of  Pittsburgh and Distinguished Professor of  Dogmatic Theol-
ogy Emeritus at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of  Theology, wrote answers to 
many common theological and spiritual questions. Addressing the question of  wheth-
er Orthodox Christians must go to Confession prior to each time we receive Holy 
Communion, Metropolitan Maximos wrote the following:   

 
òIt is true that receiving Holy Communion is serious business. Saint Paul ad-

monishes that those who receive the Body and Blood of Christ ôwithout discern-
mentõ, and of course, without due preparation, receive to their judgment and con-
demnation (1 Corinthians 11: 27-30). Consequently the church in its wisdom has al-
ways asked for due preparation before receiving Holy Communion. This preparation 
includes reconciliation with the brother or sister ôwho hate us or have committed in-
justices against usõ (Divine Liturgy, based on Matthew 5:23-24). 
 
 òPrayer and fasting are also part of this preparation for Holy Communion. 
Confession of  our sins to our spiritual father and absolution given by him in the 
name of  the Lord Jesus who gave us his Apostles and their successors the power to 
forgive sins, may also be an important part of  this spiritual preparation before Holy 
Communion. However, the Sacrament of  Holy Confession is independent of  that of  
Holly Communion. This means that one may see his (or her) spiritual father inde-
pendently of  receiving Holy Communion. Also, it means that Confession is not al-
ways required before receiving. Normally, accordingly to one practice, we require Holy 
Confession at least once a year, (the first days of  Holy Week), another practice, at 
least four times a year before the four minimum dates for Holy Communion (Easter, 
Christmas, the feast of  the Apostles, June 29, and the feast of  the Dormition of  the 
Holy Virgin, August 15). But even for these four dates of  minimum mandatory Holy 
Communion, Confession is a counsel more than an order. This means that one 
should go to Confession as much as and as soon as he (or she) feels the need, inde-
pendently of his (or her) receiving Holy Communion.ó 
 

Aghiorgoussis, Maximos. òOur Readers Ask . . . [About Confession Before 
Communion].ó The Illuminator 5, no. 41 (March 1984): 4. 
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Christmas Tree cutting  

Sunday, December 1, 2019 
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3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮ ÊÖÕÍÌÚÚɯàÖÜÙɯÚÐÕÚɯÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙȮ 

ÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÏÌÈÓÌËȭ 3ÏÌɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÖÍɯÈɯÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ×ÖÞÌÙ 

ÈÚɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎȭɯɭɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯƙȯƕƚ 
 

/+$ 2$ɯ/1 8ɯ%.1ȯ 

 ÕÕÈɯ"ÏÜÓÌÈÚ-6ÐÓÓÐÈÔÚȰɯ+ÜÊÈÚɯ/ÈÜÓȰɯ-ÐÒÖÓÈÖÚɯ*ÈÙÈÉÐÕÈÚȰɯ 

3ÌËɯ+ÖÞÌȰɯ ÊÏÐÓÓÌÚɯ,ÈÙÒÚȰɯɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ/È××ÈËÈÒÐÚȰɯ"ÏÈÙÓÐÌɯ/ÈÙÈÚÊÏÖÚ 

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÔÈÒÌɯƗɯÓÖÈÝÌÚɯÖÍɯ/ÙÖÚ×ÏÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÉàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÕɪ

ÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɯ!ÌɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÖɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÚÛÚɯÖÍɯÕÈÔÌÚȮɯÉÖÛÏɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯËÌÈËȮɯÍÖÙɯ%Èɪ

ÛÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÙÌÈËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÚÒÖÔÐËÌɯ×ÙÈàÌÙÚȯɯɯÖÕÌɯÓÐÚÛɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÍÖÙɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÝÌɯËÐÌËȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÊÏÖÖÚÌɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯ/ÙÖÚ×ÏÖÙÈȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÌÕËɯÈɯÊÏÌÊÒɯÛÖɯ

ÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÍÖÙɯȜƖƔɯÔÈËÌɯ×ÈàÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯɁ ÚÚÜÔ×ÛÐÖÕɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯ.ÙÛÏÖËÖßɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɂɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ

ÕÖÛÌɯÚÛÈÛÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯ/ÙÖÚ×ÏÖÙÈȭɯ!ÌɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÖɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÚÛɯÖÍɯÕÈÔÌÚȭɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÖŚÊÌȮɯƜƕƔ-ƛƛƕ-Ƙƚƕƕȭ 

Prosphoron Schedule 

     

 

 

  

Sunday Reader Schedule 

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office, 

810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 

January 
 

                  5    John Kaloydis 

                12   Cathy Yeotis 

                19   Nick Holland 

                26   Debbie Chinonis 

 

February 

 

                   2    Ruth Karabina 

                   9    John Costa 

                 16    Tim Welch 

                 23    Nick Holland 

)ÈÕÜÈÙà 

ɯɯƙȯɯɯ*ÜáÔÈÕÖÝÚÒàȮɯ*ÖÚÛÈɯȫɯ2ÏÈÖ-"ÏÐ 

ƕƖȯɯɯ+ÈÜÚÛÌÙȮɯ)Ìřɯȫɯ-ÈÕÊà 

ƕƝȯɯɯ+ÌÐÎÏÛÖÕȮɯ,ÈŲɯȫɯ ÙÎàÙÖ 

Ɩƛȯɯɯ+ÐÓÓÈÙȮɯ#ÐÈÕÈ 

%ÌÉÙÜÈÙà 

ɯɯƖȯɯɯ+ÐÝÈËÐÛÐÚȮɯ ÙÎÐÌɯȫɯ ÕÎÌÓÈ 

ɯɯƝȯɯɯ+ÐÝÌÙÈÛÖÚ-#ÖÉÉÐÕÚȮɯ#ÈÝÐËɯȫɯ#Ùȭɯ,ÈÙÐÈ 

ƕƚȯɯɯ+ÖÞÌȮɯ3ÌËɯȫɯ ÕÕ 

ƖƗȯɯɯ,ÈÕËÌÓÈÙÐÚȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯȫɯ/ÈÜÓÐÕÌ 
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Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner 

Happy New Year! 
 

Totals sales for the month of November bake sales were $366.00.  Make sure to mark your calendars for 
the week you are assigned to bring baked goods in.  If you have any questions please contact Lori Photiou 
at 810-444-1967 or loriphotiou@gmail.com.  Items need to be at church by Friday at 2:00 pm.  If you are 
unable to bake on your assigned week please make a $20 donation for supplies and we will bake for you.  
It is also very imperative that you let us know the week before that you are unable to bake so that we 
can plan for the baking.  The schedule again is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We kicked off the Christmas season on December 1st with a small group at Top Hill Tree Farm in Goodrich to 
select this yearõs tree.  The annual Christmas party was held on December 7th with 40 people in attendance.  The 
children did a beautiful job decorating both the tree they picked out and the one in the church.  Since the children 
have been very good this year the Religious Education Committee put a special call into Santa and he was delight-
ed to pay our children a visit and bring them a special ornament to put on their Christmas trees at home.  Thank 
you to all everyone that helped to make this event happen for the children!  
 

Besides decorating the trees the children, as well as the adults, assembled 200 gift bags for the clients of Catholic 
Charities Center for Hope.  The bags were filled with basic necessity items such as; sanitizer, shampoo/body wash, 
conditioner, deodorant, and gloves.  The children raised funds for this project from the bake sales at our Fish 
Fryõs.  The children personally handed these bags out to the clients at Catholic Charities Center for Hope on De-
cember 18th during our lunch serving.  It was such a wonderful sight to see our Assumption family working to-
gether to serve Godõs people.  This project has been a very important lesson for our children in learning the foun-
dation of our Orthodox faith.    
 

On December 15th, 21st, & 22nd several of our children along with their parents traveled Genesee County to carol 
for our parishioners.  This annual tradition continues to grow each year and is such a fun event for the kids.  
Thank you to all the parishioners that welcomed us at their homes! 
 

We look forward to the children growing in their faith and fellowship in 2020!  

Upcoming dates in December: 

Sunday, December 29th ð No Religious Education 

Saturday, January 11th ð Flint Firebirds Game ð Please RSVP to the AGOC RE Facebook page event 

Sincerely, 

Religious Education Committee 

Lori Photiou and Ageliki Carpenter 

Date Name 1 Name 2 

1/3/2020 Photiou Smith 

1/10/2020 Stavridis Batsios 

1/17/2020 Carpenter Federick 

1/24/2020 Grousopoulos Haralambous 

1/31/2020 Holland Karakitsos 

2/7/2020 Kovanis-Wilson Kraemer 

2/14/2020 Leighton Mavrikos 

2/21/2020 O'Bee Panos 

2/28/2020 Paraschos Photiou 

3/6/2020 Smith Stavridis 

3/13/2020 Batsios Carpenter 

3/20/2020 Federick Grousopoulos 

3/27/2020 Haralambous Holland 
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CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 

2019 
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       BLESSING OF HOMES 2020 

If you would like to have your home(s) blessed please fill out the form below or contact the 

church office for scheduling.     

 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred Phone Number:  _______________________________ 

 

Check preferred Time & Day:  Morning __________   Weekday __________ 

 

     Afternoon __________   Saturday __________ 

 

     Evening  __________ 

 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY:  

Date received:_______________      Date scheduled:_______________            Date completed:______________ 

 

 

From THE Parish  Council  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE  

 

)Î ÁÎ ÅǟÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÌÙ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ,ÁÕÒÁ ÎÏ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ΧΦÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÍÏÎÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ΄Ó ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ  )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÌÌ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔȤ
ÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ ÆÏÒÍÁÔ ɉ×ÏÒÄȟ ÐÄÆȟ ÐÎÇȟ ÐÕÂɊȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ΧΦÔÈ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ   

 

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ 

0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Wonõt 

you please patronize their businesses ñ and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Philoptochos Society ñ Friends of  the Poor! 
 
 

 

 
 

The December Bake Sale was a wonderful success, and we would like 
thank you all for your support! 

 

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana Panos-Lillar 

President 

ˁʰ˂ʱ ʋˊʽˋˍˇˏʴʶ˄˄ʰ 

 

Assumption VIPs wish everyone a very  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 

 

 

                                                                           Sincerely, Voula Pagonis  


