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  1:   Daylight Savings Time Ends - Turn clocks 

        back 1 hour 

  3:   Election Day 

  8:   Fall General Assembly 

  9:   Divine Liturgy St. Nektarios            10 am 

11:   Parish Council Meeting          6:15 - 8:15 pm 

12:   Divine Liturgy St. John Chrysostom     6 pm 

21:   Divine Liturgy Nativity of   10 am 

        the Theotokos 

22:   Parish Council Elections 

25:   Divine Liturgy St. Katherine               10 am 

26:   Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed 

27:   Office Closed 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

OCTOBER  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

N OVEMBER  2020  

14:   Parish Council Meeting   6:15 - 8:15 pm  

26:    Divine Liturgy St. Demetrios       10 am 

28:    OXI Day 

 

       

 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETINGS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA   

GOYA MEETINGS  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION . . K-7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   TBA                               

RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONñPREK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TBA  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .    See Below 

FISH FRY    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Fridays                                             3:00ñ8:30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA 
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3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮ ÊÖÕÍÌÚÚɯàÖÜÙɯÚÐÕÚɯÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙȮ 

ÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÏÌÈÓÌËȭ 3ÏÌɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÖÍɯÈɯÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ×ÖÞÌÙ 

ÈÚɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎȭɯɭɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯƙȯƕƚ 
 

/+$ 2$ɯ/1 8ɯ%.1ȯ 

+ÜÊÈÚɯ/ÈÜÓȰɯ-ÐÒÖÓÈÖÚɯ*ÈÙÈÉÐÕÈÚȰɯ 

&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ/È××ÈËÈÒÐÚȰɯ"ÏÈÙÓÐÌɯ/ÈÙÈÚÊÏÖÚȰɯ'ÌÈÛÏÌÙɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔÚÖÕ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ о ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōȅ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴπ

ƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǊŜŀŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǎƪƛƳƛŘŜ όtǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴύ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ϸнл ƳŀŘŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ά!ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ DǊŜŜƪ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǎǘŀǝƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ LŦ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΣ умл-ттм-псммΦ 

Prosphoron Schedule 
     

 

 

.ÊÛÖÉÌÙȯ 

ɯɯƘȯɯɯ/ÈÝÓÐÚȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯȫɯ/ÈÛ 

ƕƕȯɯɯ/ÌÛÌÙÚȮɯ)Ìřɯȫɯ,ÈÙÐÈ 

ƕƜȯɯɯ/ÏÖÛÐÖÜȮɯ"ÈÙÖÓ 

Ɩƙȯɯɯ/ÏÖÛÐÖÜȮɯ+ÜÊÈÚɯȫɯ+ÖÙÐ 

-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙȯ 

ɯɯƕȯɯɯ/ÏÖÛÐÖÜȮɯ,ÈÙÖÜÓÓÈ 

ɯɯƜȯɯɯ/ÖÓÐÛÐÚȮɯ1ÐÛÈ 

ƕƗȯɯɯ/ÖÛÚÖÚȮɯ#ÐÔÐÛÙÐÖÚɯȫɯ2ÛÌÙÎÖÜÓÈ 

ƖƖȯ /ÖÜÓÖÚȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚɯȫɯ#ÌÉÙÈ 

ƖƝȯɯɯ/ÖÜÓÖÚȮɯ$ÓÌÈÕÖÙ 

  

Sunday Reader Schedule 

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office, 

810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

October 
 

                   4    Ruth Karabina 

                 11    John Kaloydis 

                 18    Cathy Yeotis 

                 25    Nick Holland 

November 
 

                  1    Debra Chinonis 

                  8     John Costa 

                15     Ruth Karabina 

                22    Tim Welch 

                29    Cathy Yeotis 



4 

 

 

From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church, 

 October begins and ends with the Feast Day of the Holy Protection of the Theoto-

kos, ɔɑŬ Ɇəɏˊɖ Ű ɠ ŪŮɞŰɧəɞɡ. This Feast Day commemorates the appearance of the 

Virgin Mary in the Church of Blachernae in Constantinople in the tenth century. While 

the faithful were gathered in the church, the Theotokos was seen above the faithful 

spreading out her veil over them, signifying her unceasing protection of all Orthodox 

Christians. This is a feast of gratitude reflecting our appreciation to the Virgin Mary for 

her constant intercessions for the Orthodox faithful. 

  The ancient custom of the Church is to celebrate this Feast Day on October 1. In 

1952, the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece decreed that the Feast Day of the Holy 

Protection would be celebrated in parishes in Greece on October 28 concurrently with 

OXI Day. As our parish is under the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the As-

sumption Parish may celebrate the feast on either the ancient date of October 1 or on 

OXI Day. This year, we will be celebrating this significant feast on the eve of the 

ancient date, Wednesday, September 30th at 6:00 p.m.  

 The Feast Day of the Holy Protection is especially significant for us because the 

Assumption Parish is under the direct protection of the Most Holy Theotokos. We 
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should recognize that it is through the prayers of the Virgin Mary that the Assumption 

Parish was founded in Flint and continues to serve the Orthodox faithful from our cur-

rent location in Grand Blanc. In every activity, we should seek the intercessions and pro-

tection of the Most Holy Theotokos as she has always guided the Assumption Parish and 

will continue to guide the parish provided we remain faithful to our Orthodox faith.  

 In addition to seeking the intercessions and protection of the Theotokos, we should 

also offer her thanksgiving and express our appreciation to the Virgin Mary for her pro-

tection. October presents a unique opportunity for us to express this appreciation on both 

days commemorating the Holy Protection of the Theotokos. We will begin with the an-

cient date of October 1, and we will have a second opportunity on OXI Day to further 

express our appreciation to the Mother of God. These two days of celebration will hope-

fully inspire us to constantly offer thanks to the Theotokos every day during our prayers.  

 As we celebrate this glorious feast of the Mother of God, we give thanks to the 

Virgin Mary as we seek her protection in all the days to come! 

        With love in Christ, 

        Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell       

 

 

From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell  
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Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner 
 

Well, it's that time again.  A new 2020-2021 school year kicked off Sunday September 27th.  The begin-
ning of this year is going to look different than our normal.  What does not look different anymore?  We 
are still in 2020!  Since we are unable to hold RE classes in our classrooms, we will be holding a session 
once a month after Liturgy in the church with Father and the children in attendance.  These sessions will 
be recorded and posted to our AGOC RE Facebook Page.  We will then hold a Zoom session one night 
the week before the next session.  We ask every family to do their best to participate in all of these ses-
sions.  The only thing that is especially important for our children during this pandemic is to keep their 
closeness to their church family.  The sessions and topics are as follows: 

1. September 27: Back to School Orthodox Reminders (Reminding ourselves how to live our  

     Orthodox Christian faith every day and everywhere) 

2.   October 25: Thanksgiving Prayers to God (True thanksgiving is thanking God in prayer) 

3. November 22: Giving Back to God (The Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple as a  

      model for our giving back to God) 

4. December 20: Glorifying Christ at His Birth (Christ is Born! How will we glorify Him?) 
 

Due to the current restrictions for gatherings we are unable to have our annual Harvest Fest Party.  We 
hope and pray that by Fall of 2021 things will have changed with the pandemic and we will be able to 
once again host our annual Harvest Fest. 
 

Fish Fry started back up on September 11th which means that so did our Bake Sales.    Remember all the 
proceeds of the bake sales fund ALL the activities we do throughout the year; provide personal needs 
bags for the clients of Catholic Charities Center For Hope at Christmas, support our Assumption Church 
in many ways such as; lunch serving at Catholic Charities Center For Hope, landscaping, maintenance, the 
mortgage drive, and the memorial fund.  Without your help in making items for sale none of this would 
be possible!  We will use the same method of assigning weeks like we have the last few years. The sched-
ule is below so you can plan accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to another successful learning year for our Assumption children as they grow and learn 
about our Orthodox faith! 
 

Sincerely, 

Religious Education Committee 

Date Name 1 Name 2 

10/2/2020 Holland Karakitsos 

10/9/2020 Kovanis-Wilson Kraemer 

10/16/2020 Leighton Mavrikos 

10/23/2020 O'Bee Panos 

10/30/2020 Paraschos Photiou 

11/6/2020 Smith Stavridis 

11/13/2020 Batsios Carpenter 

11/20/2020 Federick Grousopoulos 

12/4/2020 Haralambous Holland 

12/11/2020 Karakitsos Kovanis-Wilson 

12/18/2020 Kraemer Leighton 
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From your parish council  

    Parish Council Announcements 

 

Fall General Assembly: Sunday, November 8 

The Fall General Assembly will occur in the Church immediately follow-

ing the Divine Liturgy as directed by the Metropolis of Detroit. 

 

Parish Council Election: Sunday, November 22 

Nominations are now being accepted for four positions on the Parish 

Council. If you are interested in running for the Parish Council, please 

contact Fr. Jarrod or Parish Council President John Hountalas to discuss 

the requirements and obligations. A ballot will be printed in the Novem-

ber newsletter. Therefore, nominations must be received by Friday, Octo-

ber 9. 
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EXCERPTS FROM A HOMILY ON THE PROTECTION OF THE MOST 
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
by St. Dimitry of Rostov 

 
 

During the last, difficult times, when with the increase of our sins our perils 
have also increased, in fulfillment of the words of the holy apostle Paul: In perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren (2 Cor. 11:26), when in fulfillment of the words of the Lord 
Himself, nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places (Matt. 24:7), 
when we are pressed with invasions by foreign nations, civil wars, and fatal diseas-
es, the Most Holy and Most blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Lord, gives us 
her protection as our shield, in order to free us from all disasters; in order to protect 
us from famines, floods, and earthquakes, to save us from wars and diseases, and 
preserve us unharmed under her protection. A sign of this protection appeared in 
the royal city of Constantinople during the reign of the pious King Leo the Wise in 
the glorious church of the Most Holy Theotokos in Blachernae. There during the 
All-Night Vigil for Sunday, on the first day of the month of October, in the fourth 
hour of the night, in the presence of many people, St. Andrew the fool for Christ 
lifted up his eyes and saw the Heavenly Queen, the Protectress of the whole world, 
the Most Holy Virgin Theotokos, standing in the air and praying, shining with the 
light of the sun and covering the people with her honorable omophorion. Seeing 
this, St. Andrew said to his disciple Blessed Ephiphanios: 
 

ñDo you see, brother, the Queen and Mistress of all, praying for the whole 
world? 
 

Ephiphanios replied:  ñI see, holy father, and I tremble.ò 
 

As once St. John the Theologian saw a great sign in the heavens, a woman 
clothed with the sun, so also did St. Andrew in the Blachernae church, like the 
heavens, see the Unwedded Bride, clothed in the sunôs porphyry. . . .  
 

. . . we celebrate the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos Virgin, remem-
bering her most glorious appearance in the Blachernae church, seen by Sts. An-
drew and Epiphanios. We celebrate, giving thanks to our Protectress for her great 
mercy shown to the Christian race, and we earnestly pray to her that she would 
now and always prayerfully protect us who seek her protection. We pray, because 
without her protection it would be impossible for us, who continually anger God, 
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to live. Sinning over and over again, we are likewise subjected to many punish-
ments according to the words of the Psalmist: Many are the scourges of the sinner 
(Ps. 31:10). We would have perished long ago for our iniquities if the merciful 
Sovereign Lady had not interceded for us: ñIf we had not had Thee ever interced-
ing for us, who would have delivered us from so many dangers, who would have 
kept us free until now?ò The prophet Isaiah advises the Jews to hide themselves for 
a little while, until the Lordôs wrath has passed them by. But where can we hide 
from the wrath of the Lord? In our sufferings we have found no cover to shield us 
but the only Sovereign Lady of the world, who speaks of herself with the lips of 
the Holy Spirit that she covered the earth as a cloud (Sirach 24:3). . . . All of these 
perilous days of ours have need of Thy merciful protection, O Most Holy Virgin! 
Do thou protect us throughout all our days, and especially in that terrible day when 
our souls will be separated from our bodies. Come to us with thine aid and hide us 
from the aerial spirits of wickedness under the heavens; and in the day of the Terri-
ble and Dread Judgment, conceal us in the secret recesses of Thy Protecting Veil! 
Amen. 
 
Source: http://orthochristian.com/107179.html 
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These photos are from the Church of the Blachernae that currently exists 
on the location of the miracle commemorated on Feast Day of the Holy 
Protection.  

By Dosseman - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76531604  

By Dosseman - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76531955  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76531604
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76531955


12 



13 

 

Daughters of Penelope  
Iris Chapter 242 

Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood 
 

Where has 2020 gone and what has it turned into? Mostly it has been, stay at home and virtual 
communication. For those of you who do not have computers or iPads, you have probably felt much 
more isolated than the rest of us. Thank you to our six delegates who participated in the virtual District 
Convention on August 22. It was so nice to see our Executive Director make an appearance from 
Washington DC and our Grand President from her home in Canada. Also, our Grand Governor from 
Ohio attended the entire meeting. If we would have had a regular convention, they would not have 
been able to attend, so virtual meetings have some definite advantages. 

 

Our new District officers are as follows: 

District Governor ï Peggy Collias ï Doris Chapter #157, Bloomfield Hills 

Lt. District Governor ï Christina Vlahopoulos ï Knossos Chapter #174, Ann Arbor 

District Secretary ï Elizabeth Bairactaris ï Knossos Chapter #174, Ann Arbor 

District Treasurer ï Dimitra Boutsikakis ï Knossos Chapter #174, Ann Arbor 

District Marshal ï Elaine Charalambopoulos ï Dares Chapter $252, Dearborn  

District Advisor ï Dorothea Williams ï Thamyris Chapter 272, Detroit 

Our sincere congratulations to the newly elected officers. We look forward to working with all of 
them 
 

After experiencing the online meeting, I have had several requests to have our next meeting online us-
ing Zoom. We still have about 18 members that do not have access to equipment to do this. It was sug-
gested that they buddy-up with someone who does, but if we are practicing social distancing, I am not 
sure that will work. Please let me know how you feel about having a virtual meeting. 

 

We had two applicants for our local AHEPA/DOP Scholarship. We are pleased to announce that we 
gave two scholarships, one to Lula Karakitsos and one to Nicholas Pappadakis. Be sure to congratu-
late them when you see them or any of their family members. We wish them much success in college. 
 

If you know of any other graduates from either HS or College, PLEASE give me their names so that 
we can honor all of them. Thank you. 

 

Since we do not know when the Governorôs restrictions will be lifted, it is difficult to make plans for 
normal future events, but we need to start thinking ñOut of the Boxò to come up with alternative fund-
raisers. Many organizations are doing drive through events and virtual fundraisers. So, letôs start 
brainstorming ideas, even if they sound ñoff the wallò to begin with, they might work out in the end. 
Please let me hear from each one of you. 
 

Please note, the 2021 National Convention will be held in Greece in July. 

      Cathy  
 

Catherine Yeotis, President 
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Support OUR Seminary! 

 The previous issue of the newsletter provided a short history of the Holy Cross 

Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts. Holy Cross is the on-

ly seminary of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and its continued existence 

and growth are essential to the future of our Church in America. At the same time, Holy 

Cross is a graduate school that requires funding in addition to the tuition and fees paid 

by or on behalf of the students. This is especially true as the restrictions imposed in re-

sponse to the coronavirus have financially impacted Holy Cross leading to a declaration 

of financial exigency and dramatic reorganization of the school. More information is 

available at the following website: https://www.hchc.edu/hchc-begins-restructuring-

process/.  

 If you would like to support Holy Cross and the future clergy of the Archdiocese, 

donations may be sent directly to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, 50 

Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445. Please contact Fr. Jarrod with any questions 

about Holy Cross or supporting our seminary.    
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Wonõt 

you please patronize their businesses ñ and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Wonõt 

you please patronize their businesses ñ and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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October:  

Toothbrushes  

& Toothpaste  

 

 

810 -845 -3221  
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