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31       

OCTOBER  2021 
   1:  Combined Divine Liturgy - Holy Protection    10 am 

        @ St. Nicholas, Burton 

   9:  Family Bowling @ Galaxy Bowling      2-4 pm 

 12:  Bible Study (Church & Zoom)                   10:30 am 

        Philoptochos Meeting           1 pm  

 13:  Parish Council Meeting                               6:15  pm 

 19:  Bible Study (Church & Zoom)                   10:30 am  

 20:  Orthodoxy Explored           7 pm 

 24:  OXI Day Luncheon following Divine Liturgy 

 25:  Great Vespers @ St. Demetrios, Saginaw          6pm 

 26:  Combined Divine Liturgy - St. Demetrios       10 am 

        @ Assumption 

 28:  OXI Day 

 30:  Harvest Festival                                                6 pm 

 

    2:  Bible Study (Church & Zoom)                   10:30 am 

    3:  Orthodoxy Explored                                        7 pm 

    7:  Fall General Assembly 

         Parish Council Elections 

    9:  Divine Liturgy - St. Nektarios                     10 am 

  10:  Parish Council Meeting                                6:15 pm 

  13:  Craft Show      10 - 3 pm 

  14:  God Parent Sunday 

  16:  Bible Study (Church & Zoom)                   10:30 am 

  17:  Orthodoxy Explored            7 pm 

  20:  Combined Great Vespers (Assumption)           5 pm 

  23:  Bible Study (Church & Zoom)                   10:30 am 

  24:  Divine Liturgy - St. Katherine the Great Martyr   6 pm 

  25:  Thanksgiving Day  (Office Closed) 

  26:  Office Closed 

  30:  Bible Study (Church & Zoom)                   10:30 am 
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3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮ ÊÖÕÍÌÚÚɯàÖÜÙɯÚÐÕÚɯÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙȮ 

ÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÏÌÈÓÌËȭ 3ÏÌɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÖÍɯÈɯÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ×ÖÞÌÙ 

ÈÚɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎȭɯɭɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯƙȯƕƚ 
 

/+$ 2$ɯ/1 8ɯ%.1ȯ 

2ÈÕËÙÈɯ!ÐÙÛÚÈÚȰɯ ÓÌßÐÚɯ#ÈÝÓÈÕÛÌÚȰɯ ÓÌßÈÕËÙÈɯ&ÙÐÝÈÒÐÚȰɯ 

2ÛÌ×ÏÈÕÖÚɯ'ÈųÐÎÌÖÙÎÐÖÜɯȫɯ%ÈÔÐÓàȰɯ5ÖÜÓÈɯ'ÌÓÛÖÕȰɯ"ÏÈÙÓÐÌɯ/ÈÙÈÚÊÏÖÚȰɯ 

+ÜÊÈÚɯ/ÈÜÓȰɯ%ÌÓÐÊÐÈɯ6ÌÓÊÏ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ о ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōȅ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

tǊƻǎƪƛƳƛŘŜ όtǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴύ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 

Ϸнл ƳŀŘŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ά!ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ DǊŜŜƪ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǎǘŀǝƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ 

tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΣ умл-ттм-псммΦ 

Prosphoron Schedule 
  

   

 

 

 
 

Sunday Reader Schedule 

-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙȯ 

ɯɯƛȯɯɯɯ#ÈÙÖÚȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÕÌ 

ƕƘȯɯɯɯ#ÈÜȮɯ!ÐÓÓɯȫɯ)ÖÈÕÕÌ 

Ɩƕȯɯɯɯ#ÈÝÐÚ-*ÐÙÒÚÌàȮɯ+ÐÕËÈ 

ƖƜȯɯɯɯ#ÈÝÓÈÕÛÌÚȮɯ ÓÌßɯȫɯ ÓÌßÐÚ 

 

.ÊÛÖÉÌÙȯ 

ɯɯƗȯɯɯɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÖ×ÏÌÙȮɯ)ÐÔɯȫɯ+Ðá 

ƕƔȯɯɯɯ"ÓÐÕÛÖÕȮɯ,ÐÒÌɯȫɯ*ÈÛÏàɯ 

ƕƛȯɯɯɯ"ÖÚÛÈȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯȫɯ+ÈÜÙÈ 

ƖƘȯ ɯɯ"ÖÚÛÈȮɯ*àÙÐÈÊÖÚɯȫɯ5ÈÚÐÓÐÈ 

Ɨƕȯɯɯɯɯ#ÈÓÉÖȮɯ'ÌÓÌÕ 

October 
 

                  3    John Kaloydis 

                10    Debra Chinonis 

                17    John Costa 

                24    Cathy Yeotis 

                31   Tony Pappadakis 

                     

    November 
 

                 7    Debra Chinonis 

               14    John Costa 

               21    Cathy Yeotis 

               28    John Kaloydis 

                

                                  

              
If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell  

.ŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ !ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

            hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ hǳǊ 

[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŀȅΣ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ {ǘΦ 

[ǳƪŜ ƻŦ {ƛƳŦŜǊƻǇƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ aƻǎŎƻǿ tŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀǘŜ ƎƭƻǊƛŬŜŘ ƻǊ ŎŀƴƻƴƛȊŜŘ 

{ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƛƴ нлллΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ tŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀǘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ нлмфΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ƻŦ {ƛƳŦŜǊƻǇƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜŀ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ hǊǘƘƻπ

ŘƻȄ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ !ƭƭ-bƛƎƘǘ ±ƛƎƛƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

όh ʴˊˎˉ˄ʾʰύ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŎŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅ όaŀȅ нфύ ƛƴ нлмоΦ 

            {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ƛƴ муттΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘ 

ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ƘŜ ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ IŜ 

ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ Iƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

.ƻƭǎƘŜǾƛƪ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ όмфмтύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊπ

ƎǳƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǝŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ƘŜŀǊŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ

ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŀƊŜǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀπ

ǝƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛũŜǊπ

ŜƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǎƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΗ 

            {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘ ŀ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ мфноΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŦŀƭǎŜƭȅ ŀŎπ

ŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-ǊŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴŀǊȅ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ŜȄƛƭŜǎΦ wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŜȄƛƭŜ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜΣ ƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ

ǝƴǳŜŘ ōƻǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 

ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ǎǳũŜǊŜŘ ŜȅŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜƊ ƘƛƳ 

ōƭƛƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 

Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎŜπ

Ŏǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 

ƻƴ aŀȅ нфΣ мфсмΦ 
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell  

            !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿǊƛǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀōǎŜƴǘ-ƳƛƴŘŜŘƴŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ 

ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝƴπ

ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƭŜŀŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ IƛƳ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ 

            ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ƻŦ {ƛƳŦŜǊƻǇƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜŀΣ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƪ 

ǘǊǳŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ 

 

       ²ƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 

       wŜǾΦ CǊΦ WŀǊǊƻŘ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ 

Great Vespers for Feast of  the Nativity of  the Theotokos at Plymouth 
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From your parish council  

October 28th is an important date in Modern Greek history; it is referred to 

as, ñOXI DAYò or the, ñDAY of NOò.  Today, OXI Day is remembered and 

honoured as the anniversary when former military general and Prime Minis-

ter of Greece,   Ioannis Metaxas said: ñOXIò (NO) to Italian Prime Minister 

Benito Mussolini, an ally of Nazi leader Adolf Hitler. This day is celebrated 

throughout Greece, Cyprus and the Greek communities around the world. 
 

According to historical records, it is said that on 28 October, 1940, at 3:00 
AM, the Italian Ambassador of Athens, Emanuele Grazzi, went to Kifissia, a 
northern suburb of Athens, Greece.  Located in Kifissia, was the home of 
the Greek Prime Minister Ioannis Metaxas. Grazzi handed an ultimatum 
that was made by Italian Prime Minister Benito Mussolini, to Prime Minister 
Metaxas. The ultimatum required the free passage of the Italian army 
through the Greek-Albanian border.  The free passage by the Italian army 
later created the beginning of the occupation of some strategic areas of 
Greece. 

Metaxas read the letter and responded to the Italian Ambassador in 
French, (the official diplomatic language at the time) with the historic 
phrase: óAlors, côest la guerreô, taking his stance against the Italian de-
mands. The English translation of Metaxasô response was, ñWell, then it is 
warò. The Greek translation of Metaxasô response was, ñNoò or 
ñOxiò. Metaxasô action launched Greece into the Greco-Italian War, and the 
Greek people were largely in support of it and considered it an act of brav-
ery. The Greek Army was a formidable force, attacking the Italian Army at 
the mountains of Pindus and holding back the Axis forces from entering 
Greece for almost six months. 

October 28, 1940 represents a spirit of bravery that is still celebrated by 
Greeks worldwide. People all over the world marveled at the bravery of the 
Greeks. It was the first time a country stood up to the Axis Powers with any 
success. Greece gave the world hope and the Allies the confidence that 
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From your parish council  

 

the Axis could be defeated. At the time of the Greco-Italian War, Winston 
Churchill famously said, ñHence we will not say that Greeks fight like 
heroes, but that heroes fight like Greeks.ò 

Celebration of Oxi Day is a national public holiday in Greece. Public build-
ings are closed; Greek flags decorate private residences; festivities here 
and aboard include special church services at Greek Orthodox Churches, 
parties, parades (including military), folk dances, music and food through-
out the night. 

 

The Parish Council has recently taken on two new projects. A short while 
ago, a carpet cleaning company cleaned the carpet in the reception hall, 
the corridor leaving the church, the toy room and church offices. In addi-
tion to cleaning the carpet, the Parish Council found it necessary to hire a 
cleaning service to clean the church and surrounding area. 

 

In Christ, 
Helen Dalbo 
Parish Council President 
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Philoptochos Society ð Friends of the Poor ! 

 

 

 

Ladies, 

 

It was very nice getting back to the every day business of our Philoptochos group, at 

our meeting held on Tuesday, September 8th. Our meetings will revert back to the 

second Tuesday of the month at 1:00 pm.  Ruth Karabina gave us an update on the 

IOCC school kits. 38 kits were put together by Ruth Karabina, Olga Steinhoff, Cathy 

Yeotis and myself.  John Kaloydis mailed them.   

 

We also will continue to participate in the School Projects of Durant-Turi and a Flint 

Middle School. A box will be placed in the church hall for donations.  Also this year we 

will be collecting Socks, Gloves and Hats as a Winter Donation for the Homeless, a 

Pink tub will be available for these donations.  Deadline date is November 7th for do-

nations.   

 

Diana Panos-Lillar 

President 

 

 

Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Wonõt 

you please patronize their businesses ñ and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 

tƘƛƭƻǇǘƻŎƘƻǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ т ǘƻ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘ 
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

 

Presents 

2nd Annual Holiday  
Craft & Arts Show 

Saturday, November 13, 2021  

10 am - 3 pm  

Assumption Church Hall 

2245 E. Baldwin Road, Grand Blanc 

(Located on Baldwin Road between Fenton & Holly Roads) 

3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÉÔÅÍÓ 
(ÏÌÉÄÁÙȟ ÊÅ×ÅÌÒÙȟ ÃÒÏÃÈÅÔȟ ÆÁÂÒÉÃÓȟ ÔÏÙÓȟ ÂÁËÅÒÙȟ ÅÔÃȢ 

FREE ADMISSION  
 

Lunch Available 

Come to look for something special, visit with crafters, and 
spend time with friends while you enjoy wonderful  

company, great food and beverages! 
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2021 Elias D. Chinonis  

Golf  Classic 
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ON ABSENT-MINDEDNESS DURING PRAYER 

By St. Luke of Crimea 

         

 

 

 

 

(Source of Icon: https://orthodoxtimes.com/saint-luke-of-crimea/) 

 

Many times in the past, and even now, people have asked me how they can learn to pray, 

how to rid themselves of absent-mindedness during prayer. They say that when theyôre praying, 

everything distracts them and scatters their thoughts, even a ray of light falling on an icon. The 

pomp of the hierarchical Liturgy also distracts them from prayer. They say, ñWe canôt concen-

trate, we canôt pray properly.ò And they ask me to teach them. 

 

Is it simple? Oh no, itôs not easy at all. For, what are they asking me to teach them? The 

greatest, the most difficult of all human deeds. For what is prayer, true prayer? Direct communica-

tion of the human spirit with God. 

 

If this is how you understand prayer, Iôll give you the most important answer to the ques-

tion of how to rid yourself of absent-mindedness. Iôll tell you that if prayer is communication with 

God, then we must be worthy of this communication, we must be capable of it. But if a personôs 

constantly wrapped up in the vanity of the world, if he rarely, if ever, remembers God, if heôs 

mired in passions, lusts and sins, how can such a personôs entry into communication with God be 

easy or simple? 

 

Communication with God requires great podvig [a Russian word meaning an ascetical or 

spiritual struggle]. It requires that all your thoughts and aspirations should be directed upward, to-

ward what is holy, toward God. Those who learn to pray deeply and sincerely are those who con-

stantly direct their thoughts and aspirations to God, who try with all their might to rid themselves 

of earthly vanity, from everyday worries; they devote a lot of time to reading the Holy Scriptures, 

the works of the Holy Fathers, they pray often and fervently, and most importantly, they diligently 

fulfill the commandments of Christ. For the Lord calls His friend only the one who keeps His 

commandments and becomes close to Christ. This is the main answer: We must strive for holi-

ness, we must strive as far as it is in our power, to turn all our thoughts, our spirit toward God. 
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Deep philosophers, deep scientists, whose thoughts are always focused on the most im-

portant questions of existence, on difficult scientific questions, are always focused. Their thoughts 

are chained to these questions, and arenôt scattered, their thoughts donôt wander here and there. 

They keep their thoughts on that one important topic theyôve dedicated their life to. They are al-

ways focused, and we ought to imitate them. Just as they focus all their thoughts and aspirations 

on very high questions of philosophy and science, so we must live in God, our thoughts must al-

ways be turned upward if we want to be in communication with God. This was what those who 

were strong in spirit and full of love for God didðthey went out into the wild forests and deserts 

because they wanted to (and did) learn to pray, because they replaced earthly thoughts with 

thoughts about God, and focused their lives on achieving spiritual perfection. 

 

And people who are traveling an entirely different path, living in the constant bustle of the 

world, complain, ñNo matter how hard I try, prayer doesnôt come. No matter how hard I try, Iôm 

constantly distracted.ò Mentally they conclude that if nothing works out, that means it isnôt worth 

tryingðI guess itôs just my nature that I canôt be free from absent-mindedness and wandering 

thoughts. 

 

Many people refer to the imperfection of our nature. This is the same as a person who 

doesnôt know how to swim throwing himself into the water and, being unable to float, saying to 

himself, ñMy body is heavier than water, I canôt float. What can I do if the nature of my body is 

such that itôs impossible to swim? It isnôt even worth trying.ò Isnôt that ridiculous? Arenôt there 

lots of people who can swim and float just fine? The thing is that they donôt want to learn to swim, 

so thereôs no reason to blame nature when theyôre distracted during prayer. Itôs not nature thatôs to 

blame, but their unwillingness to focus their spirit on prayer. 

 

The holy Prophet David said: Blessed is the man whose help is of thee, O Lord; in his heart 

he has purposed to go up (Ps. 83:6). Blessed is the man who has help in God. Why does he have 

help? Because he has purposed to go up in his heart: because he made it the intention of his heart 

to ascend higher and higher to God. This is a blessing for such a personðhe will receive help 

from God, he will also receive the power of prayer. Woe to the man who doesnôt ascend with his 

heart, who isnôt afraid of the fact that his heart is sinking lower and lower, is filled more and more 

with base, bad passions. Such a person wonôt have help from God, and such a person wonôt be 

able to pray. 

 

The holy Prophet Jeremiah says: How long will thy grievous thoughts be within thee? (Jer. 

4:14). This is the most important thing thatôs needed: We need to expel all our evil thoughts from 

our heart. How many wicked thoughts we have, and how slow we are to expel these thoughts from 

our hearts! And if our heart is full of wicked thoughts, how will we be able to pray? 

 

You see: Distraction in prayer stems from the fact that the heart isnôt always ascending, 

from morning to evening, toward God, that people havenôt made it the goal of their life to ascend 
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to God and donôt notice that theyôre not ascending toward God, but are descending lower and lower. 

 

Thatôs why they have no prayer. 

 

Thereôs a great prayer, considered the most important and basic prayer for monks, which 

they do with prostrations or bows: ñLord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.ò 

This prayer has great power, and whoever gets used to it, who constantly repeats it, invariably re-

ceives grace from God and learns to pray. But when I advise people to start with this prayer, they 

try and then soon give up and say, ñWe repeat the prayer mechanically, but we donôt see any bene-

fit.ò They want it right away, they want to get benefits quickly, they donôt understand that itôs only 

through long spiritual and physical work that you can acquire a great ability to pray, and that this 

isnôt granted to anyone right away. 

 

Some even complain that the hierarchical services distract them: Whyôs the bishop always 

changing his vestments? Whatôs with this dressing up? They donôt understand what theyôre talking 

about. Of course, thereôs no dressing upðyou see that the omophorion is removed from the bish-

op several times, and then put on again. What does this mean and why is it being done? 

 

If you know this, you wonôt talk about dressing up, you wonôt be bothered, the removing 

and returning of the omophorion wonôt interfere. The omophorion is the most important of the 

bishopôs vestments. All sacred garments have a special meaning, and the omophorion represents 

the lost sheep that the Lord Jesus found in the wilderness and took upon His shoulders. The omo-

phorion denotes this duty of the bishop, the shepherd of Christ, to find and carry lost sheep on his 

shoulders. The bishop represents the Lord Jesus Himself, but during the Liturgy there are mo-

ments when it is as if Christ Himself appears before us. 

 

So, when reading the Gospel, you seem to hear the Lord Jesus Himself. It is as if He ap-

pears before us, so the bishop must remove the highest sign of his sacred dignityðthe omophori-

onðand in doing so, he shows his humility before Christ. 

 

Also, during the Great Entrance, the diskos with the blessed bread and the chalice with wine 

signify the Lord going to suffer, and the bishop, meeting Christ at the Royal Doors, accepting the 

cup and the diskos from the priest and deacon, must again remove the omophorion. 

 

And then, when the most important moment of the Sacrament of the Eucharist comes, when 

the bishop utters the great words of Christ: Take, eat, this is My Body which is broken for you for 

the remission of sins, and, Drink of it, all of you; this is My Blood of the New Testament, which is 

shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins (Matthew 26:26-28), when a bishop blesses 

the bread and wine, invoking the Holy Spirit, by Whose power the bread and wine are transformed 

into the true Body and Blood of Christ, then he must be in the fullness of his sacred vestments 

when performing the great Sacrament. Once the Sacrament is performed, itôs necessary to remove 

the omophorion, because Christ Himself is here; so the bishop must remove it. 
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This isnôt dressing up, but sacred actions with deep symbolic meaning. Therefore, donôt be 

bothered by the grandeur and splendor of the hierarchical serviceðit doesnôt prevent you from 

praying. On the contrary, for those who understand the great meaning of the Liturgy, it leads to 

deep prayer. 

 

Only the constant wandering of your thoughts hinders you, because youôre in the constant 

bustle of the world. You rarely focus your spirit on that which is most important, the greatest and 

the most holy. Understand how difficult it is to learn to pray; understand that prayer, free from ab-

sent-mindedness, free from wandering thoughts, is achieved only by saints. Allow yourself to be 

imbued with the humble awareness that your prayer is weak because youôre far from holiness. 

Pray as best as you can, sincerely, like small children. Christ hears your prayer, for no matter how 

weak it is, it rises very high to God, and the Lord accepts all prayers. Donôt be discouraged, donôt 

be idle, donôt expect your prayer to be freed from distraction quickly and easily. 
 

        
 

 

From Make Haste to Follow Christ 

1948 

St. Luke of Crimea 

Translation by Matthew Casserly 

Azbyka.ru 

9/8/2021 
 

Source of Text: https://orthochristian.com/141586.html                   

9ƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ 
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Parish Council Election: Sunday, November 7 

Nominations are now being accepted for three positions on the Parish Council. If you are 

interested in running for the Parish Council, please contact Fr. Jarrod or the Board of 

Elections, John Kaloydis, to discuss the requirements and obligations.  Nominations 

must be received by Friday, October 15th.   
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Wonõt 

you please patronize their businesses ñ and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 


