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Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

AUG 2025  
9: Pan-Orthodox Vacation Church School      

 hosted by St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Burton 

Register at: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u41FA-
aKu4fcaesUOfjtWwDqiUFDxvOPMJ73nOK_vio/edit 

 

12: Philoptochos Meeting                                       1:00 PM 

13: Parish Council Meeting                                     6:15 PM 

14: Dormition Vespers                                           6:00 PM 

15: Dormition Divine Liturgy                               10:00 AM 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

JULY 2025  
6:  Pan-Orthodox Softball Game                             3:00 PM 

9:  PC Meeting                                                         6:15 PM 

27: St. Panteleimon Divine Liturgy & Festival 

     (See Flyer) 
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tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ о ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōȅ фΥлл ŀƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŘǳǊπ

ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǎƪƛƳƛŘŜ όtǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴύ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ϸнл ƳŀŘŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ά!ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ DǊŜŜƪ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǎǘŀǝƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǎǇƘƻǊŀΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΣ умл-ттм-псммΦ 

If you would like to add your name or the name of a family member to the prayer 
list, please contact the church office at 810-771-4611. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may 
be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person has great power As it is working.  - 
James 5:16 

/+$ 2$ɯ1$,$,!$1ɯ(-ɯ8.41ɯ/1 8$12ȯ 

%Ùȭɯ)ÖÚÌ×Ïɯ ÉÜËȰɯ2ÈÕËÐɯ"ÏÐÕÖÕÐÚȰɯ,ÈÙÐÈɯ"ÏÜÓÌÈÚȰɯ2ÛÌ×ÏÈÕÖÚɯ'ÈųÐÎÌÖÙÎÐÖÜɯȫɯ%ÈÔÐÓàȰɯ 

 ÛÏÌÕÈɯ*ÈÓÈųÐÚȰɯ3ÌÚÚÐÌɯ*ÖÔÖËÙÖÔÖÚȰɯ2ÖÜÓÈɯ*ÖÕËàÓÌÚȰɯ ÕÕɯ+ÖÞÌȰɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ+ÌÝÈÚȰɯ#ÐÈÕÈɯ+ÐÓÓÈÙȰɯ

 ÍÙÖËÐÛÐɯ,ÈÙÒÚȰɯ2ÈÔɯ/ÈÙÈÚÊÏÖÚȰɯ)ÖÈÕÕɯ6ÌÓÊÏ 

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

SUNDAY READERS SCHEDULE 

JULY 

6 Aleko Douros 

13 Nick Kallis 

20 Stella Thurkill 

27 Zach Brewer 

AUGUST 

3 Dena Altheide 

10 Debra Chinonis 

17 John Costa 

24 Aleko Douros 

31 Nick Kallis 

)4+8  4&423 

ƚɯ'ÌÖÚȮɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯȫɯ"ÈÚÚÐÌ Ɨɯ'ÖÜÕÛÈÓÈÚȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯȫɯ3ÈÚÐÈ 

ƕƗɯ'ÌÖÚȮɯ/ÈÔɯȫɯ*Ìřɯ!ÙÈÕÊÏÌÈÜ ƕƔɯ(ÈÒÖÝÐËÐÚȮɯ3ÖÕàɯȫɯ5ÐÊÒÐ 

ƖƔɯ'ÖÓÓÈÕËȮɯ-ÐÊÒɯȫɯ)ÌÕÕÐÍÌÙ ƕƛɯ(ÖÙËÈÕÖÜȮɯ!ÐÓÓɯȫɯ+ÐÚÈ 

Ɩƛɯ'ÖÜÕÛÈÓÈÚȮɯ#ÐÔÐÛÙÐɯȫɯ!ÙÐŲÈÕà ƖƘɯ(ÖÙËÈÕÖÜȮɯ(ÓÐÈÚɯȫɯɯ)ÖÈÕÕ 

 Ɨƕɯ)ÐÔÖÚȮɯ ÕÐÛÈ 

PROSPHORON SCHEDULE  
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from father peter  

JULY/AUGUST 2025 

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN WELL 

 

Back in the 1970ôs, the group Crosby, Still, Nash and Young had a hit single with the song 
ñTeach Your Childrenò (some of you who are old enough, like me, probably remember the 
tune).   

Over the last 3 weeks, I have been re-reading St. John Chrysostomôs ñOn Marriage and Family 
Lifeò (English translation by St. Vladimirôs Seminary Press), the great Church fatherôs collec-
tion of homilies on some of St. Paulôs writing on marriage, family and children (plus a couple 
of bonus essays on these topics).   

I paid special attention to Homily 21, on St. Paulôs letter to Ephesians 6:1-4.  St. John Chrysos-
tomôs writing on this passage contains many pearls of wisdom, which are relevant to what I 
want to say (and for you to consider over the next two months).  One really stands out for me 
and you with regards to children and the Church: 

 ñDonôt say óbible-reading is for monastics; am I turning my child into 
a monastic?ô No! It isnôt necessary for them to be a monastic.  Make them 
into a Christian! Why are you afraid of something so good...Even at their 
age they are exposed to all sort of folly and bad examples from popular en-
tertainments.  Our children need remedies for all these things!  We are so 
concerned with our childrenôs schooling; if only we were equally zealous in 
bringing them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord! (emphasis 
mine ï PB)ò 

St. John Chrysostomôs advice and teaching from over 1,600 years ago, is still practi-
cable and good advice for parents today!  

It is a known fact that, after the COVID lockdown of 5 years ago, many churches suffered a 
drop in attendance, and many have not recovered completely.  For our Assumption community, 
this hit especially hard.  

Two years ago, when I took the position of presiding priest, I sent out a letter and 
anonymous survey to 23 families of record to determine WHY they werenôt attend-
ing, IF they were attending elsewhere, and WHAT would bring them back.  I know 
there are many families out there with school age children (meaning pre-K to senior 
HS).  

The response? Almost non-existent (3 responses out of 23).    This was very discouraging to 
me personally. While I am aware of a small number of families who are attending elsewhere, 
my experience (and discussions with other parish priests) tells me the vast majority are likely 
not attending at all. 
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from father peter  

It should be obvious to anyone that children cannot attend church if their parents donôt come.
(Hereôs a question - do you know the biggest predictor of whether children attend church as 
adults?  Itôs if the father attends! Gentlemen, take note). 

We have made progress in the last two years in new people coming into our parish, including 
young children.  I have concentrated on providing adult education on our Orthodox faith to all 
and I will continue to conduct education for our catechumens and all of our parish community, 
but we must now re-direct some of this activity. 

We must now shift our focus to re-start our education for children and youth.  Through 
the leadership of our parish council president, Nancy Chinonis, we would like to engage our 
parish in participating in religious education for our children and young adults.  

Besides working on a start-up curriculum (which, initially, will be divided into a junior and 
senior plan) we will be reaching out to communicate to parish families and enroll students.  
Junior education will focus primarily on elementary aspects of faith in God, Christ, prayer, and 
the fundamentals of Orthodoxy.  Senior curriculum will delve more deeply into these and other 
areas.   

Instruction will take place on Sundays and will be tied in with attendance at Divine Liturgy.  
As parish priest, my communicating and teaching the younger members of our community 
will become a regular feature during Liturgy (and one I have always enjoyed as a priest).  

For the older children and youth, I plan to add regular informal sessions after Liturgy with our 
older children and youth in a discussion format.  I have always maintained that the Orthodox 
faith never discourages questions and discussions, and my experience (including as confessor 
at our Metropolis of Detroit summer camp) has only reinforced this. 

We need YOU, as parents, grandparents, and all faithful, to come to Church.  We need 
YOU to bring your children, godchildren, grandchildren, and/or nieces and nephews 
with you. 

St. John Chrysostom wrote: ñLet us give them a pattern to imitate; from their earliest years 
let us teach them to study the Bible. óHe (St. Paul - PB) repeats this over and over again,ô 
you say; ówe are sick of listening to itô.  Never will I stop doing my duty!ò    

 

Neither St. John Chrysostom (or I) will stop doing my duty! 

 

+Fr. Peter 



6 

 

 

From your parish council  

Greetings in Christ!  

 

As we enjoy fellowship with friends and family during the summer months, we must remain 

faithful to the Church and grateful for the many blessings that our Lord has bestowed upon 

us.  

Despite what is occurring in society and the negative news that we are inundated with on 

a daily basis from tv, radio, and social media (crime, hunger, poverty, political instability, 

and general conflict) - we must set our focus on the Good News . We must continue to focus 

on our Orthodox Faith and keep our families guided towards to teachings of Christ.  The 

best way to do this is through consistent attendance of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday morn-

ings.  The church will be open for regular services throughout the summer!  

While I certainly understand that summer can get busy with visiting friends and family, I en-

courage you to take time this summer to attend Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Invite your 

friends and family to come to church with you. Allow your children to invite their friends (or 

cousins) to come to church with them and be exposed to sight, sounds, smells, and experi-

ence of our beautify Liturgy. If we prioritize attendance at the Divine Liturgy within our own 

families, this priority will continue to grow within our community. What a blessing to share 

this joy and Christõs teachings with our friends, family, and community!   

On August 15 th we will celebrate the Dormition of the Theotokos, which commemorates the 

falling asleep of the most glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever -virgin Mary. In America, we 

call this the Feast of the Assumption. It is the Nameõs Day of our Church. I look forward to 

seeing you at the Vesper service on August 14 th at 6:00 PM and celebrating with you for a 

Divine Liturgy on Friday August 15 th at 10:00 AM.   

Soon, we will begin the new ecclesiastical year in September. It is my hope and prayer that 

our Youth Religious Education Program will also begin in September!  As we continue to 

work for the mission of the Church, let us approach our endeavors in a spirit of cooperation 

that is pleasing to God. Please consider volunteering for the ministries that our Parish offers. 

Help the Parish Council by working together for the glory of God and the health and pros-

perity of our Parish.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Nancy Chinonis  

Parish Council President  
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From your parish council  

SERVICES IN AUGUST 

All at Assumption 

 

Paraklesis (Supplication) services to the Theotokos 

§ Friday, August 1, 2025 at 6 pm  

§ Friday, August 8, 2025 at 6 pm 

§ Wednesday, August 13, 2025 at 6 pm 

 

Feast of the Transfiguration Liturgy (including Blessing of the Fruits) 

§ Wednesday, August 6, 2025 at 10 am 

 

Dormition 

§ Great Vespers and Artoklasia (Pan Orthodox Service)  

    Thursday, August 14, 2025 at 6 pm 

§ Divine Liturgy for the Dormition (Pan Orthodox Service) 

    Friday, August 15, 2025 at 10 am 
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From your parish council  
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From your parish council  
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From your parish council  
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HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR  

JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAYõS 

Konstantinos Zaravelis July 1 Anna Anagnostopoulos July 31 

Elaine Pappas July 3 Stephanie Steinhoff July 31 

Pam Heos July 4 Carol Photiou Aug 1 

David Duffy July 5 Frank Preketes Aug 1 

Allen Steinhoff July 6 Alexis Iakovidis Aug 5 

Stephanie Joseph July 6 Paula Thurber Aug 6 

Emma Nitsos July 7 Litsa Karakitsos Aug 9 

Eden Eisenbeis July 7 Sophia Martorelli Aug 12 

Nicholas Kennedy July 9 Mary Nitsos Aug 12 

Alexander Iordanou July 9 Susan Kallis Aug 12 

Stefania Federick July 10 Carol Delbridge Aug 13 

Katie Chinonis July 11 Loukea Kovanis-Wilson Aug 15 

Yianna Leighton July 13 Deven OôKeefe Aug 15 

Tony Iakovidis July 15 Sam Paraschos Aug 16 

Anna Photiou July 17 Michael Martorelli Aug 16 

Alexander Photiou July 17 Adam Garceau Aug 16 

Brady Paraschos July 17 Clyde Allard Aug 18 

Chris Christakis July 18 Kanellos Frantzis Aug 21 

Elpida Christakis July 18 Thoula Karakitsos Aug 21 

Alexis Joseph July 23 Tim Paraschos Aug 23 

Christina Iakovidis July 24 Penny Droplet Aug 25 

Laura Costa July 25 Nicholas Vergos Aug 26 

Brandon Iordanou July 25 Dean Pappas Aug 30 

Dena Altheide July 30 Ray Delbridge Aug 31 

Lynda Yeotis July 30   

If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please let us 

know so we can update our records. 
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Bistolarides, Rev. Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy 

Allard, Clyde & Georgia 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Anna 

Artemas, Rev. Fr. John 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Eftyhia (Evangelos) 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Tony & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Carmean, Mike & Denise 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

Chinonis, Elias 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Nancy & Lauster, Jeff 

Chinonis, Richard 

Christakis, Chris & Elpida 

Christopher, Jim & Liz 

Chuleas, Bill 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda 

Davlantes, Alex 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine 

Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Heos, James & Cassie 

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Hountalas, John & Tasia 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Joseph, Patricia 

Joynt, Sadie 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, George & Shannon 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Penelope 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Kapellas, Katina 

Kirkpatrick, Kelly 

Kokkinokos, Peter & Panagiota 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitri & Jacqueline 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary 

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

 2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000  YTD thru 6/15/2025  Stewardship Received: $97,981 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 
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Levas, George & Margot 

Lillar, Diana 

Livaditis, Nick & Evie 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nick & Maria 

Margaritis, Sofia 

Marks, Jean 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Massoud, Mary 

McLean, Mary Ellen 

Melonakos, Anthony & Paula 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevasti 

Neofostistos, John & Julie 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

Nitsos, MaryAnn 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Papas, Rebecca 

Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Pavlis, John & Patricia 

Peters, Jeff & Maria 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Politis, Rita 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Preketes, Frank 

Richards, Kenneth & Kathy 

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary 

Salutes-Rogind, Sally 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 
THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

 2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000  YTD thru 6/15/2025 Stewardship Received: $97,981 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Senter, Clark & Katherine 

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Steinhoff-Chang, Stephanie 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Stergiopoulos, Zoi 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Thurber, Chuck & Paula 

Thurkill, Stella 

Trifon, Nick 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Effie & Nick 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Welch, Joann 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

Yiannatji, Frank 
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Dear Sisters: 

Summer greetings to all of you.  I hope you have been having a pleasant one so far.  As stated 
in my email to those whom I have addresses for, we are not meeting in June or July.  We will 
be meeting in August to set up our calendar for the upcoming Ecclesiastical year.  

 

We still hope to meet again with the Saginaw Philoptochos Chapter for lunch sometime this 
summer. Everyone who attended last year had a great time. More information to follow once 
that date and time has been determined. 

 

Also as a reminder, we will once again be hosting the reception on the eve of the churchôs 
name day service on August 14.  And as in the past if you would be so kind as to prepare a 
Lenten dish to pass, it would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Let us pray that we have a pleasant summer and able to enjoy the outdoors. 

 

Olga Steinhoff 

Philoptochos President 

Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor! 

Sunday, June 1st - 2025-2026 Philoptochos 
Board Swearing In  

President:  Olga Steinhoff 

Vice President: Cathy Yeotis 

Treasurer: Diana Lillar (not pictured) 

Recording Secretary: Katherine Senter 

Corresponding Secretary: Agape Kallis 

Board Members:  Georgie Allard, Dena  

Altheide, Susan Kallis, & Nikki Pappadakis 



17 

 



18 

 

Daughters of  Penelope 

Iris Chapter 242 

Dear Sisters, 

The Daughters of Penelope has completed the 2024-2025 year, and, on June 12, 2025, the Iris 
chapter elected its board members for the 2025-2026 year. They are as follows: 
 
President ï Marian Hagler 
Vice President ï Maria Koutsoukos 
Secretary ï Lori Photiou 
Treasurer ï Kathy Richards 
 
We are pleased to announce that at this meeting we initiated Liliana and Gabriela Haralam-
bous into our chapter. Welcome to the Daughters of Penelope Liliana and Gabriela! 
 
The AHEPA Family District #10 Convention took place on May 16 ï 18 in beautiful Trav-
erse City, Michigan and was attended by five delegates from our chapter. They are Laura Cos-
ta, Pam Heos, Maria Koutsoukos, Stella Daskalakas Thurkill, and Cathy Yeotis. 
 
Congratulations to sister Joanne Dau (Kossaras) for completing three successful years as Dis-
trict #10 Governor. Thank you, Joanne, for your hard work and service to our organization. 
Joanne will be representing the Iris Chapter at the AHEPA Family Supreme Convention 
that will be held at Disneyôs Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando, FL, July 21 ï 26. We are 
looking forward to hearing her report from the convention. 
 
Iris Chapter sister, Maria Koutsoukos attended the 2025 AHEPA Capital Hill Day on May 
22, 2025, in Washington D.C. and met with various Congress people promoting the issues and 
educating our elected officers and members of Congress on our concerns. Thank you, Maria! 
 
Our next fundraiser will be the Fall Salad Luncheon, to be held on Thursday, October 9, 
2025. 
 
Our next chapter meeting will be held on Thursday, September 11, 2025, at 6:30 PM. 
 
Sincerely in Theta Pi, 
Marian Hagler 
President, Iris Chapter #242 
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