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Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

OCT 2025  
7: Parish Council Meeting                                     6:15 PM 

8: Cash Raffle-Virtual                                            7:00 PM 

9: DOP Salad Luncheon                                      11:30 PM 

14:  Philoptochos Meeting                                       1:00 PM 

22-25:  Clergy-Laity Conference 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

SEPT 2025 
7: Church Year Kickoff Potluck                     After Liturgy 

9: Philoptochos Meeting                                       1:00 PM 

11: DOP Meeting                                                   6:30 PM 

17: Parish Council Meeting                                      6:15 PM 

19:  Fish Fry Resumes                                             3:00 PM 
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If you would like to add your name or the name of a family mem-
ber to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 810-771-
4611. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.  - James 5:16 
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If  you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 
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2$/3$,!$1 ."3.!$1 -.5$,!$1 #$"$,!$1 

ƛɯ2ÛÌÓÓÈɯ3ÏÜÙÒÐÓÓ ƙɯ)ÖÏÕɯ"ÖÚÛÈ Ɩɯ2ÛÌÓÓÈɯ3ÏÜÙÒÐÓÓ ƛɯ ÓÌÒÖɯ#ÖÜÙÖÚ 

ƕƘɯ#ÌÕÈɯ ÓÛÏÌÐËÌ ƕƖɯ ÓÌÒÖɯ#ÖÜÙÖÚ Ɲɯ"ÈÛÏàɯ8ÌÖÛÐÚ ƕƘɯ-ÐÊÒɯ*ÈÓÓÐÚ 

Ɩƕɯ"ÈÛÏàɯ8ÌÖÛÐÚ ƕƝɯ-ÐÊÒɯ*ÈÓÓÐÚ ƕƚɯ#ÌÕÈɯ ÓÛÏÌÐËÌ Ɩƕɯ)ÖÏÕɯ*ÈÓÖàËÐÚ 

ƖƜɯ#ÌÉÙÈɯ"ÏÐÕÖÕÐÚ Ɩƚɯ)ÖÏÕɯ*ÈÓÖàËÐÚ ƖƗɯ#ÌÉÙÈɯ"ÏÐÕÖÕÐÚ ƖƘɯ2ÛÌÓÓÈɯ3ÏÜÙÒÐÓÓ 

  ƗƔɯ)ÖÏÕɯ"ÖÚÛÈ ƖƜɯ"ÈÛÏàɯ8ÌÖÛÐÚ 



4 

 

 

from father peter  

SEPTEMBER 2025 

FORGIVENESS, ONE LAST TIME 

 

And when they had come to the place called Golgotha, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right 
hand and the other on the left.  Then Jesus said, òFather, forgive them, for they do not know what they doó (Luke 
33-34, NKJV) 

Growing up in Canada, my favorite musician was, and is, Gordon Lightfoot (+ 2023).  Besides be-
ing a wonderful singer, he was a prolific songwriter whose songs were admired (and many record-
ed) by other famous singers.  Many of  the lyrics he writes were based on personal experience, but 
all of  his songs bear the mark of  his talent as a storyteller. 

One of his songs, òSit Down, Young Strangeró, relates the story of a young man who has been 
away from home, we assume for a long time, and returns and sits down with his now aging par-
ents.  The young man has obviously been changed, and they ask him to tell them what he has ex-
perienced, and what he has learned, in his travels. 

Among the lines in the song is a question which bothers the young man, and he cannot find the 
answer to: 

 ôIf Jesus had a reason, Iõm sure He would not tell. 
 They treated Him so badly, How could He wish them well?ó 
 
òHow could He wish them well?ó   With September and the start of  a new Church year upon us, let us 
look at the whole idea of  forgiveness.   Consider what is more difficult - to ask for forgiveness, or 
to grant it?  We can look at the human condition at present and throughout human history, and 
see much pain, suffering and injustice occurring.  On one hand, much of  this is horrendous, and 
very often makes it difficult to forgive those who have inflicted pain or suffering on us.  On the 
other hand, those who have inflicted this suffering and that would benefit from receiving for-
giveness are faced with the difficult task of  actually asking for it. 

In the account of  the Crucifixion in the Gospel of  Luke, Christ prays to the Father to forgive to 
those who persecuted and abused Him.    The Gospel clearly shows and repeatedly reminds us 
that in Christõs ministry and His teaching ð indeed His existence ð the role of  forgiveness is cen-
tral.  This extends even to His final moments on the cross.  

We might certainly consider this forgiveness as a mystery ð because this may be something that we 
ourselves would consider doing.  If  we focus only on the tremendous pain and suffering that 
Christ endured in the Crucifixion, we too ð following our own human tendencies - may ask why 
He forgave those who did this to Him.  We ourselves might consider this a sin that canõt be forgiv-
en, Yet we are reminded that Christ as perfect God forgives even the sins which we may consider 
unforgiveable, regardless of  the degree of  transgression. 
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from father peter  

But Christ is also perfect Man.  Our human nature is an integral and inseparable part of  Christ.  
He forgives not only as God, but as man.  He gives us this example as Christians. Christ teaches 
us that in our human nature, we are asked to repent and ask for forgiveness, and to likewise to 
grant forgiveness to those who ask it (or even donõt ask it) of us.  To be more like Him, in all 
ways. 

Asking for forgiveness is not simply a matter of saying òIõm sorryó.  A superficial expression of 
sorrow alone will not achieve this. 

If  we have caused pain and suffering to someone and wish to ask for forgiveness, the difficult 
part in in doing so is directly related to our ability to put aside our egos - to feel true regret for 
our action, to repent and wish to change ourselves for the better, and with a humble and sincere 
attempt to make things right with those we have wronged.  Humility and sincerity are not an op-
tion; they are essential conditions when one seeks to be forgiven.   

Forgiving someone has its own barriers.  We automatically default into a mode where nothing is 
forgivable.  It is easier to continue to harbor resentment or even hate against a person or persons.  
We feel that our pain cannot be compensated, and we seek only the punishment ð even unto 
death at times ð of  the those who have wronged us.  Examples of  this are not hard to find in our 
world today.  Worse, it feeds the need to retaliate, to exact revenge, to act out on the mistaken 
(and non-Christian) notion of òan eye for an eyeó. 

Granting someone forgiveness calls on us to do so likewise with humility and sincerity.  Again, es-
sential ð not an option. 

Much of  our human condition in our world today is sorely in need of  forgiveness ð both seeking 
and giving it.  This impacts not only our earthly lives, but our eternity.  

 As Christ, even in His final moments on the cross, extended forgiveness ð to those who placed 
Him there, to the thief  crucified with Him, to the Apostle Peter and the other disciples who de-
nied and abandoned Him ð our ability to forgive will be tested one last time when we face our 
moment of  judgment in front of  Christ at the Second Coming.   

Even in the most difficult of  circumstances, where we experience, witness or inflict hardship and 
injustice on others, we must leave open the way back through repentance and humility, recogniz-
ing our weaknesses and our transgressions against each other and against God.  To do so imitates 
the absolute Good, which is God.  It reflects the absolute love of  God for us.   

 

+Fr. Peter 
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From your parish council  

Message from the Parish Council President ð September 2025  

Greetings in Christ!  

First, Iõd like to thank everyone who participated in Paraklesis Services to the Theotokos last 

month, and all those who attended and contributed to the wonderful fellowship following 

the Dormition Vespers on August 14 th and the Divine Liturgy on August 15 th.  Thank you!  

September marks the beginning of a new ecclesiastical year.  With this new ecclesiastical 

year, I am filled with hope an excitement for the revival of our youth education program. 

Now is the time to reflect, reset, and re -engage with God and your church family. With so 

many things happening in todayõs society, the importance of teaching our youth about 

God and our faith is more important than ever. In a world that encourages us to follow, we 

must teach our children which voices to listen to and which ones to shut out.  

Have you ever noticed that the church year begins and ends with celebrations regarding 

the Theotokos?  We begin the year with the Nativity of the Theotokos on September 8th. 

We celebrate this event at the beginning of the year because her birth is the beginning of 

our salvation, since it is through her that Christ came into the world. The last of the events to 

be celebrated each year is the Dormition of the Theotokos on August 15th. The Theotokos is 

the bookend of all activity in the life of the Church! Not only do we celebrate major events 

in the lives of Christ and His Holy Mother, but we also remember the Saints of the Church on 

specific days with hymns and services.  

If you attend church services on a regular basis, you may have noticed that there isnõt a lot 

of variation from year to year. We celebrate the same feasts of the Lord and the Theoto-

kos, the same Saints, many of them all on the same days as the previous year. This cycle re-

peats itself again and again from year to year giving us multiple opportunities to learn, par-

ticipate in, and celebrate the various feasts.   This year, with the revival of our youth educa-

tion program, we look forward to including our children in these learning opportunities and  

celebrations.  

Sunday School starts on September 14 th!  If you have not registered your children, grand-

children, or godchildren, please fill out the form and return it to the church office.  We will 

also be having our Church Picnic on September 14 th to coincide with the Sunday School 

Kickoff.  Please plan to bring a dish to share and plan to enjoy fun and fellowship following 

Divine Liturgy.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Nancy Chinonis  
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From your parish council  
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HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYõS 

Nick Kallis Sept. 3 Athanasia Garceau Sept. 13 

Konstandinos Kennedy Sept. 4 Walt Foraker Sept. 15 

Leah Costa Sept. 4 Evan Chang Sept. 16 

John Costa Sept. 5 Christos Kosmanopoulos Sept. 16 

Alexandra Frantzis Sept. 5 E.J. Chinonis Sept. 20 

Bill Chuleas Sept. 6 Patricia Pavlis Sept. 24 

Dimitre Kontorousis Sept. 10 Angela Smith Sept. 25 

Kostas Kuzmanovsky Sept. 12 Carolyn Miller Sept. 29 

Savoula Ferich Sept.13 Jeannete Marks Sept. 30 

If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please 

let us know so we can update our records. 

We were so happy to 

celebrate Mrs. Katie 

Chinonis in July for 

her 98th birthday!   

May God grant her 

continued health for 

many years.  
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Bistolarides, Rev. Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy 

Allard, Clyde & Georgia 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Anna 

Artemas, Rev. Fr. John 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Eftyhia (Evangelos) 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Tony & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Carmean, Mike & Denise 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

Chinonis, Elias 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Nancy & Lauster, Jeff 

Chinonis, Richard 

Christakis, Chris & Elpida 

Christopher, Jim & Liz 

Chuleas, Bill 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda 

Davlantes, Alex 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine 

Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Heos, James & Cassie 

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Hountalas, John & Tasia 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Joseph, Patricia 

Joynt, Kenneth 

Joynt, Sadie 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, George & Shannon 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Penelope 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Kapellas, Katina 

Kirkpatrick, Kelly 

Kokkinokos, Peter & Panagiota 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitri & Jacqueline 

Kosman, Stefani 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

 2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000  YTD thru 6/15/2025  Stewardship Received: $97,981 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 
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Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Levas, George & Margot 

Lillar, Diana 

Livaditis, Nick & Evie 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nick & Maria 

Margaritis, Sofia 

Marks, Jean 

Martorelli, Michael 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Massoud, Mary 

McLean, Mary Ellen 

Melonakos, Anthony & Paula 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevasti 

Neofostistos, John & Julie 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

Nitsos, MaryAnn 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Papas, Rebecca 

Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Pavlis, John & Patricia 

Peters, Jeff & Maria 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Politis, Rita 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Preketes, Frank 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 
THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

 2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000  YTD thru 6/15/2025 Stewardship Received: $97,981 

Richards, Kenneth & Kathy 

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary 

Salutes-Rogind, Sally 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Senter, Clark & Katherine 

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Steinhoff-Chang, Stephanie 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Stergiopoulos, Zoi 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Thurber, Chuck & Paula 

Thurkill, Stella 

Trifon, Nick 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Effie & Nick 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Welch, Joann 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

Yiannatji, Frank 
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Dear Sisters 

 

I hope you have been enjoying your summer and the nice weather even though it has been un-

bearably hot. In another month, we will be entering Fall and hopefully the weather will contin-

ue to be pleasant.     

 

We just completed our first meeting of the 2025-2026 year.  We established our calendar 

of meeting dates and functions to be held in the next year.  One item is that we will be meeting 

again with the Saginaw Chapter for lunch in Frankenmuth sometime during the first week of 

October.   The women that  attended last year  had a great time with their tablemates.  More in-

formation to follow on that as soon as we hear back from them.  Also on the agenda is 

 having  our third Valentine Luncheon on Sunday, February 15 - Meat Fare Sunday.  More 

information regarding that will come at a later date.     

 

As we have been doing for the past few years, we will again be collecting food for ñFeed the 

Busò  in November.  Containers will be placed in the church hall for your donations and 

lists with requested items will be available.  We will also have a container for socks,  

gloves, mittens and hats for adults and children.  These projects are not just Philoptochos 

Projects.  They are meant for the whole church to participate in.  Helping others who are 

less fortunate  than ourselves is very important and we hope you will join us in making this 

a successful event. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who brought a lenten dish for the service on the eve of our 

Churchôs name day. We truly appreciate your contribution. Let us all continue to move for-

wards in a positive direction and help out wherever help is needed.  

 

May God continue to watch over us and keep us strong. 

 

Olga Steinhoff 

Philoptochos President 

Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor! 
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Daughters of  Penelope 

Iris Chapter 242 
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FISH FRY WILL RE -OPEN 

September 19th 

3:00 to 8:00 PM 

and be open every Friday thru 

November 21st 
 

 

WE ARE MORE THAN A FISH FRY!  
Fried Fish, Baked Fish, Shrimp, 

Chicken Strips, Baked Chicken, 

Mac & Cheese, Plaki, Pastitsio,  

Greek Salad 
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Parish 

PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS 
 

Due to the rising cost of  mailing receipts for 

every donation received by the church, the 

Parish Council has established the following 

procedure for receipts: 

 

When you mail in a donation to the church, 

or drop it off  in the office, a receipt will not 

be mailed or given to parishioners of  As-

sumption Greek Orthodox Church.  Your 

cancelled check can be used as proof  of  your 

payment, as well as the contribution state-

ment you receive from the church at the end 

of  the year.  This includes donations for 

stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf  

outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc.  For 

credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to 

process your payment. 

 

If  you require a receipt, please contact the 

church office or see a Parish Council member 

on Sundayõs. Receipts will continue to be 

mailed to non-parishioners.   

 

FRIENDS OF THE 

 METROPOLIS 

2025  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
(JANUARY 1 - JULY 31) 

 

¶ Assumption Parish 

¶ Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & Presbytera 

Peggy 

¶ Chinonis, Dennis and Debra 

¶ Chinonis, Nancy 

¶ Dalbo, Helen 

¶ Heos, Pamela & Jeffrey Brancheau 

¶ Kallis, Agape 

¶ Kaloydis, John & Karen 

¶ Yeotis, Catherine 

 

Thank you! 
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is 

as follows: 
 

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-

ed according the rites of the Orthodox Church 

and attending the AGOC. 
 

Parishioner  - Member in Good Standing: 

¶ Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

¶ Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file with a minimum pledge of $600 per 

family or $350 per single and current in 

pledges for active and preceding year. 

 

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-

pliance with requirements for Parishioner or 

Member in Good Standing as  defined above. 

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can 

receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-

quired to pay church usage fee. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the Parish Priest and Parish 

Council President and must be presented to 

them at least one month prior to the proposed 

sacrament date. 

 

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or 

credit card can be accepted as payment of 

stewardship.  Donations of items or services 

cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of 

monetary payment. 

 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER  POLICY  

  
òDonations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in 

memory of the departed are typically collected by the 

church, which then presents the names and final dona-

tion amount to the designated surviving family member. 

Any memorial donation checks not marked òAssumption 

Churchó will be distributed for the purpose indicated on 

the check. 

MEMORIAL  DONATIONS  

MEMORIAL  SERVICES 

   

Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through the church     

office so that they  may be placed on 

the church calendar.  
  

Koliva 

 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact the church office (810-771-

4611) for the names of  those available 

to make it. The standard rate is $150.  

It is the responsibility of  the family 

to arrange for Koliva. 



23 

 

CHURCH USAGE/HALL RENTAL FEES 

(Approved by Parish Council Effective December 4, 2022) 

For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism 

There is no charge for Funeral or Memorial Services. 

CHURCH USAGE FEE 

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand 

Blanc:  

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file with 

a minimum pledge of $600 per family or $350 

per single and current in pledges for active and 

preceding year 

 Inactive Parishioner/Non-Member at AGOC-

Grand Blanc: 

 

See ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY on 

previous page. 

No fee for use of the church for sacraments. 

 

$750 fee for use of the church for  

Sacraments 

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Council Presi-

dent and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the proposed sacrament date. 

HALL RENTAL FEES 

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand 

Blanc:  

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file 

with a minimum pledge of $600 per family or 

$350 per single and current in pledges for ac-

tive and preceding year 

 Inactive Parishioner /Non-Member at AGOC-

Grand Blanc: 

Friday-Saturday Hall Rental: 

Flat fee of $600 for Hall Rental  

(includes clean-up) 

If church dishes are used,  dishwasher  

will be supplied at a cost of $50  

(cannot bring own dishwasher) 

 
Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental  

(includes clean-up) 

 

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will be sup-

plied at a cost of $50. 

(cannot bring own dishwasher) 

Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental: 

$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each additional hour 

up to a maximum of $600.  Renter is responsible for 

hall clean-up.  No kitchen usage. 
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Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?   

 

Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS  

to Assumption Church  

 

drop -off in back by kitchen door  

and let us take them back.  
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FOOD SALES 

 

Pastitsio       Half  Pan - Serves 9-12 - $35.00 

 

Rice Pilaf     3.5 lbs - $10.00 

 

Greek Peas     4 lbs - $13.00 

 

Spinach Cheese Pie   Tray - 15 Pieces - $30.00 

 

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle)  15 Pieces - $25.00     

 

Dolmathes      Approx. 25 for $25.00 

 

Greek Feta      2 1/2 pounds - $10.00 

 

Phyllo Dough (Effective 1/1/24) 1 lb package - $4.00 

 

Olives      Approx. 1 1/2 lbs - $12.00 

 

To order call JoAnne Schultze 

810-241-6725 
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{ǿŀǊǘȊ 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our Family Caring For Yours 
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family 

 ¶ Personal Family Service 

¶ Affordable Cost Options 

¶ Advance Funeral Planning 

¶ Cremation Services 

¶ Aftercare Services Provided 

¶ Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 
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