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1: Office Closed

6: Theophany Divine Liturgy & Blessing 10:00 AM
Waters
11: Vasilopita Sunday
11: 2026 PC Oath of Office 11:30 AM
11: PC Meeting 12:00 PM
13: Philoptochos Meeting 1:00 PM
22: 14th Annual Dormition Monastery Vespers  5:00 PM
& Dinner
25. DOP Meeting 12:00 PM
8: PC Meeting 12:00 PM
10: Philoptochos Meeting 1.00 PM
15 Phi |l optochos Valentineos
22: DOP Meeting 12:00 PM

23: Clean MondayGreat Lent Begins
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If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact 1{
office, 8167714611 so we can find a replacement. Thank you!
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from father peter

JANUARY 2026
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, ARTIFICIAL FAITH

Il n the 1970s, composer Andrew LIloyd Webbe
in the west end of London and Broadway. Many of its songs made it on the radio, including t
title song of the same name.

I n the title song, the o0JudasoOo character
been born today, you would have saved a whole éérael in 4 BC had no mass communica-
tiono.

The line suggested that Christ appeared at the wrong time in history. If He hadagtime

this case, the 1970s), rather than travelling from town to town on foot, He would have had so
much modern technology at His disposal to convey His message.

Of course, modern communications technology (and we can start with the invention of the pr
ing press, then radio, TV and now, the internet) have been used to convey the message of th
Gospel to vast numbers of peopl e, but we

The internet has been around about 40 years, but now we have a new force: Atrtificial Intellig
(Al). At atechnical level, Al is simply the processing and manipulation of huge amounts of d
with increasingly more sophisticated programs, using increasing greater computing power (0
requiring great amounts of electrical power). Al has found its way into many areas®f our life
our automobiles, our financial systems, and our health care systems to name a few.

With the power behind Al, we can generate (fabricate, if you will) images of all kinds, living ir
es, with voices, that appear to be real and interact with you. The line between reality and fan
blurred. Are we really seeirand interacting witha real human being (even someone close to
us), or is it one that is fkenerated? How do we tell the difference?

At the recent Patriarchal Pastoral Health Care conference | attended in Rhodes, one of the ir
speakers was a Lutheran minister from Canada (like me, a physician as well) who spoke on /
faith. He described the use of Al in the realm of daitit something happening in the future,

but happening right nowwhich raises, or should raise, an alarm deep within us.

He described Al being used to generate OV
Hi msel f (!) with whom the Ouserd can inte
avail able as oOappso, readi | yobgpassiegshe nebdfe o
any human intermediary.

But consider this news itefilie parents of a teenager who died by suicide have filed a wrongft
death suit against ChatGPT and its owner OpenAl, saying the thatbiotu@l image gerterated
PB discussed ways the teenager could end his life after he expressed suicidahthizvegis.
comes amid reports of people developing distorted thoughts after interacting with Al @hatbots
phenomenon dubbedA | p YBBE& Newshous ibterview with Dr. Joseph Pierre, UC San
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from father peter

Francisco, August 31, 2025)

In the realm of faith and pastoral care, my Lutheran minister friend described the availability
an Al app that allows you to generate an interactive image of a departed loved one, which yo
interact with, have conversations with, and behave like they were still alive.

Can we consider the use of this just a simple assist in a grieving process? Or are we prolong

the grieving process, and make it more di
with adigitalconstruct, represented as a string of zeros and ones in a computer memory. We
have a olife |ikebo, i nteractive | mage, un

nonetheless. No flesh, no blood, and most importamtgul

The line between what is real versus fantasy is broken down. More ominously, are we contrit
uting to delusional thought (psychosis, as described above), and is the user receiving messac
ultimately lead to harm?

Interestingly, from timm®-time, some ne@rthodox have even called the Orthodox practice of
praying for or to the deceased o0del usi ona
really about. When we Orthodox commemorate the departed, when we pray for them (and
sometimes, through them), when we commemorate them in our many services dedicated to t
weaccepthe reality of their physical absendbigworld, while accepting the reality of their
eternal soul in the Kingdom to come. The depbvtedn in truth and faith.

Faith and worship hinge on very real, very human contact, which Al cannot repkcalewer
levels of technology, allowing the broadcast of our services or sermons, are no substitute for

presence at them or for human interaction
the Romans 10 we have a reminder of a very personal dynamic:
OAs i1 t2Hewwbeauenf ul are the feet of th
52:7)

How beauti f ul are the fee3t .ofPatuthlo®Gse gwhoot &
shows us that the principle of direct personal contact in ministry has been with us, throughou
the history of Godods people, and is fulfi
unfiltered, unmediated, which provides the love, comfort, and empathy whictowerseek
which can be provided by what is i1ronical

In addition, contrary to what ever power, corporation, or other force underwrites an Al model
app (and not always with an altruistic or beneficial purpose), our personal involvenest brings
countabilitythrough our faithfulness to the Gospel and the teachings of the Church as reaf-
firmed through the ages in its people and its worship.

As we commence a new year, let this true faith find its root in each one of us, and may we re:
the artificial, superficial faith which may lead to destruction.

+Fr. Peter



From your parish council

Message from the Parish Council President 0 JANUARY 2026

HUIDX Dalz3 Dz &g § CHARIST KSIBORN!
HAPPY NEW YEAR! QAT & HIROOT 4!

Assumption Family,

| hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year! The culmi-
nation of the Nativity and Epiphany season is coming to an end as we cele-
brate the Baptism of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ on January 6 th,

Services for Theophany and the Great Blessing of the Waters will take place
on January 6 t at 10:00 AM.

On Sunday January 11 th we plan to have the swearing in of the Parish Coun-
cil followed by the Parish Council meeting with election of officers. Congratu-
lations to our newly elected Parish Council Officers: Dena Altheide, Elaine
Joynt, Kandis Pappadakis, and Lucas Photiou.

| also want to express my sincere gratitude to JoAnne Schultze and George
Nitsos for their service as members of the Parish Council. Serving the
Church as a member of the Parish Council can be a challenging and thank-
less endeavor. Both George and JoAnne took on their duties with dedication,
grace, and seriousness. | will miss working with George and JoAnne and en-
courage them both to remain active within the Assumption Community. If
you have an opportunity, please thank George and JoAnne for their service
and dedication to our Church!

As we welcome the New Year, may we continue to strengthen our faith, uplift
one another, and serve our Parish with love and devotion

Yours in Christ,

Nancy Chinonis
Parish Council President
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JANUARY Bl RTaliDAY

John Mandel @rains |l oanni s Kennpgday 1|2

Ni ck Vi ti nainJoasn Jim Buterakoglan 1|4

2
2

Diana LillartdJan 5Mari al&eea O |(Jan 1|5
6

Nancy Chi nonliasn Mi chael Grouglamo Wfl6o s

Katelyn | or ¢ddJaantnoud|St acey Gr ousp@maulli®ds
Katerina Feddern c8kDemet r i Pol i RPJiasn 1|8
Call ahan Lemnnaonx 9|Ni ckol as DoupPasn 19
Vi cKki | akoviddains 1|&of idae eO Jan 2|7
Karen Kal oydliasn 1Kat hy Richardsan 2|9

| f you see that we have miss_\e! S 0 me
\Wtyf’ |l et us know so we can u- f]fte 0
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STEWARDSHIP 2026

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026. Please join the
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000 YTD thru 12/31/2025 Stewardship Received: $2,100

Al l ard, Clyde & Georgi e
Asa, Barbara
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy

Bograkos, Ver a
Chinoni s, Dennis & Debra
Dal bo, Hel en

DavKisr ksey, Steve & Linda

Ferich, Andrew & Voul a
Foraker, Walt & Diane

Kal lis, Susan

Kal oydi s, John & Karen
Lillar, Di ana

Mandel aris, John & Pauline
Massoud, Mary

Neof otistos, John & Juli e
Nitsos, Emma

Ni t sos, Mary Ann
Pappadakis, Ni kki

Photi ou, Lucas & Lori
Richards, Ken & Kathy
Senter, Clark & Katherine

Stergiopoul os, Mar y
Thurber, Chuck & Paul a
Vergos, Ni tsa

Vergos, Peter & Susi e
Wright, Jeff & Kay
Yeotis, Art & Susan
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2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000

STEWARDSHIP 2025

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025. Please join the
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

YTD thru 12/14/2025 Stewardship Received: $142,822

Bi stol ari des, Rev. Fr . HFraeltaerra s& PMaersy. Peggy

All ard, Clyde & GeorgiaFerich, Andrew & Voul a

Al t hei de, Dena Foraker, Walt & Diane
Anagnostopoul os, Anna Frantzis, Kanellos & Al ex:
Art emas, Rev. Fr. John Garceau, Greg & Sia

Asa, DL& wBarbara Hagler, Gary & Mari an
Bakri s, Dr . Ni chol as Har al ambous, Frank & Vani
Batsios,T(EEfvtaynrgied 0S) Heos, James & Cassi e
Birtsas, Sandr a Heos, Pamela & Brancheau,
Bi stolaridis, Tony & MaHolal and, Nick & Jennifer
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy Hount al as, Dimitri & Brit!H
Bograkos, Ver a Hountalas, John & Tasi a
Carmean, Mi ke & Denise lakovidis, Tony & Vicki
Chinoni s, Dennis & Debrlaordanou, Bill & Lisa
Chinonis, EIias Joseph, Patricia
Chinonis, Katie Joynt , Kenneth

Chinonis, Linda Joynt, Sadie

Chinoni s, Nancy & LaustkKearl,atJzeifsf, At hena

Chinoni s, Richard Kallis, Agape

Christakis, Chris & EI pKadlal i s, George & Shannon
Christopher, Jim & Liz Kallis, Nick

Chul eas, Bi |l I Kal |l i s T.Denelope

Clinton, Mike & Kathy Kallis, Susan

Costa, John & Laur a Kal oydi s, John & Karen
Cost a, Kyriacos & VasilKapell as, Katina

Dal bo, Hel en Kirkpatrick, Kel |y

DavKisr ksey, Steve & LinkKlmkkinokos, Peter & Panagi
Davl antes, Al ex Komodromos, Tessie

Del bridge, Ray & Carol Kondyles, Chryssoul a

Drol et , Mar k & Penel opiKontorousi s, Dimitri & Ja
Duffy, David & Joynt, Eloasirmaen, Stef ani

Ei senbeis, Jerry & TinakKossaras, Dean & Joyce
Fahoome, Calliope Kottali s, Mar y
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STEWARDSHIP 2025

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025. Please joir
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000 YTD thru 12/14/2025 Stewardship Received: $142

Koutrouvidas, John &PNinais, Eugenia & Malinows|
Kus, Mi chael & Alexi ®olitis, Rita
Levas, George & Marg®pbul os, Steve & Martha

Lillar, Di ana Preketes, Frank
Livaditis, Nick & EvRechards, Kenneth & Kathy
Lowe, Ann Rivette, Matthew & Lori
Mandel aris, John & P®ouifwome, Vasilios & Mary
Manutes, Nick & Mari &al uRegi nd, Sally
Margaritis, John & ViSckultze, JoAnne
Margaritfs, Sofia Senter, Clark & Katherine
Mar ks, Jean Sirakis, Kostas & Sofi a
Martorelli, Mi chael Siraki s, Paraskevas & At hen;
Martorelli, Sophia Steinhoff, Allen & Ol ga
Massoud, Mary Steinhoff, Amanda
Mavri kos, |l oanni s & Aspasihafnfg, Stephanie
McLean, Mary EIl Il en Stergiopoul os, Mary
Mel onakos, Anthony &SPaulhaopoul os, Zoi
Mersinas, George & L&upobae, Paul a
Mi chael ou, Sevast: Thornton, Jerry & Demi
Neofostistos, John &Thurber, Chuck & Paul a
Nitsos, Emma Thurkill, Stella
Ni t sos, George & Candyi fon, Ni ck
Ni t sos, Mar yAnn Ver gos, NI t sa
Pagonis, Taso Ver gos, Dr . Peter & Susi e
Panos, Spiridoul a Vitinaros, Ef fie & Nick
Papas, Rebecca Wal ker , Bruce & Kathy
Pappadakis, Anthony &eKahdi Soann
Pappadaki s, Ni k ki Wright, Jeff & Kay
Paraschos, Sam & Sandeatis, Art & Susan
Pavlis, John & Patri deati s, Catherine
Peters, Jeff & MariaYeotis, Dean & Lynda
Photi ou, Car ol Yeoti s, Hon. Thomas & Meg
Photi ou, Lucas & LoriYiannatji, Frank
Zaravelis, George & Geni e
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Dear

Phil opt oc hForsi eéSroccd ed fy |

Sister s:
|l hope everyone had a healthy and happy n
ti me for -aeb¥kredafhl. esdtairdn. A chance to te
wi | | be approaching the | enten period tow
cold weather and need to | ook forward to
Val et iDmg Luncheon on Sunday, February 15
have attended in the past, you know it 1is
year . More information to follow | ater.
Once again our annual bake sale was a suc
Kal lis and her crew for baking t he spina
Spiradoul a Panos for the mel omacarona, Ca
and paxi midia and all the other | adies wh
my faithful c¢crew for putting the orders t
san Kallis and Mary Massoud. | know the
we were able to get everything packaged f
apol ogi ze
Thank you g s out to all those who contr
ourselves with our donations which was gr
and it iIs the |l east we can do to help out
|l would also |Iike to thank those of you w
coll ecting school supply items for them w
ed items in the church hall
Finally, the holiday |l uncheon will be at
13, 2026 at 1:00 P. M. Pl ease | et Cathy Y
Ol ga Steinhoff
Phil optochos President
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

2026 DUES

The benevolent works of Philoptochos are a continuation of Christ’s ministry on
earth. I humbly accept the opportunity to return to God a portion of the time,
talents and resources with which He has gifted me.

Name

Address

City

Home Phone

Work Phone

Cell Phone

E-mail

Minimum Member Dues: $40.00 Checks payable to Philoptochos Society

$15.00 is distributed to National Philoptochos $6.00 is distributed to Metropolis
Philoptochos and the balance remains in our chapter.

We rely on your Stewardship to help fund our many efforts to help those in

need. Our hope and goal is for every woman in our Assumption Parish to

join!
Please give or send your dues to Diana Lillar.

Thank you!
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Daughters of Penelope
Iris Chapter #242

Happy New Year 2026 to our Assumption Family!

The Daughters of Penelope crafted fleece tie blankets and collected Chil-
drend®s books for Catholic Charities Cent

An enjoyable Christmas potluck dinner with AHEPA Family followed.
AHEPA District #10 Educational Foundation 2026 Scholarship application is

currently open. The link to the application can be found at:
https://apply.ad10ef.org

Our next Daughters of Penelope meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 25th.




On Monday, October 27, 2025 we held a very successful parish secu
training seminar with FBI Agent Tim Hearl
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