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Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

DEC 2025  
7: Parish Council Elections                During Coffee Hour 

7:  Special General Assembly Meeting  During Coffee Hour 

9: Philoptochos Meeting                                       1:00 PM 

11: Philoptochos Bake Sale Pickup        11:00AM - 3:00 PM 

13: DOP Meeting                                                   3:00 PM 

13:  AHEPA/DOP Christmas Potluck                   5:00 PM 

14: Parish Council Meeting                                   12:00 PM 

24: Christmas Eve Vesperal Liturgy                         5:00 PM 

24-25:  Office Closed 

31: Office Closed 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

JAN 2026  
1: Office Closed   

11: PC Meeting                                                      12:00 PM 

13:  Philoptochos Meeting                                       1:00 PM 
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If you would like to add your name or the name of a family mem-
ber to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 810-771-
4611. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.  - James 5:16 
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If  you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 
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from father peter  

DECEMBER 2025 

ǀ CHRISTMAS REALITY CHECK 

Approaching the Feast of  the Nativity of  Christ, it is an opportunity to pause and contemplate 
this important event in the history of  salvation ð the birth of  God as man.  It is not the only part 
of Godõs plan for us, but one of many, leading us to the Crucifixion and Resurrection.   

We would be mistaken if we considered the Nativity as the òbeginningó of our salvation.  Godõs 
plan for our salvation begins immediately after the disobedience of  Adam.  As the priest prays to 
God the Father at the anaphora (the consecration of  the Holy Gifts) during the Divine Liturgy: 
òYou brought us out of nothing into being, and when we had fallen away, You raised us up again. You left nothing 
undone until you had led us up to heaven and grated us Your Kingdomó (Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom). 

This plan for our salvation runs through the Old Testament, and especially the Prophets, and is 
communicated to us, and fulfilled and made real in the Holy Gospel.  Everything the Church be-
lieves and prays finds its basis in the Scriptures (old and new), and the experience of  its faithful.   

Over time, some have decided to challenge these foundations of  faith; sometimes this is due to 
the need to conform to some literal sense of  what the Bible is stating.  By doing this, it often 
changes what is believed and prayed, and unwittingly ð as is the case of  many theological disputes 
that have arisen over time ð creating heresy, changing the very nature of  Christ, the Holy Trinity, 
and salvation itself  given to us. 

In Scripture, the translation, mistranslation or even omission of  words may be considered out of  a 
literal sense, yet this ignores the meaning of  these words, which is vitally important 

One of  the passages of  Scripture, from Isaiah, particularly Isaiah 7:14, illustrates this.  In the Sep-
tuagint (the translation of  the Old Testament from Hebrew to Koine Greek made about 300 BC, 
and is the accepted version of  the Law and the Prophets used by the Orthodox and to great ex-
tent, Catholic churches), the prophecy of  Isaiah 7:14 is: 

òTherefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, the virgin (emphasis mine ð PB) shall conceive and bear 
a Son, and you shall call His name Immanueló (Isaiah 7:14, NKJV) 

Interestingly, in some translations of  the Old Testament (particularly those used by Protestant 
confessions), the word òvirginó is replaced by òthe young womanó (some even just òa young wom-
anó).  Unlike translations based on the Septuagint, later translations of the Bible are based on the 
Masoretic (some people call it the òHebrewó) text.  The Masoretes were Jewish scholars located 
mainly in northern Europe who translated from the late 4th century to the 9th century AD (at least 
500 years after the Septuagint).  

 Both the Septuagint and Masoretic claim to use some of  the same Hebrew manuscripts.  The key 
in both is translation of the Hebrew word òalmahó.  This word literally means òan unmarried 
womanó, which according to St. Jerome implies òa hidden virgin, shut off from the occasional 
sight of menó.  The Greek translators of the Septuagint translate this word directly 
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from father peter  

 òparthenosó (ǮǟǯǦǛǫǭǰ) ð virgin.   

If  we simply accept the Masoretic translation in the literal sense, it changes the meaning and im-
pact of  the prophecy of  Isaiah. Why would the Masoretes do this? The Septuagint version is ex-
tensively quoted in the Christian scriptures, and by the 4th century AD, the Old Testament proph-
ecies according to the Septuagint (and Latin Vulgate bible), and their quotation in the Gospels, 
were widespread.   

Whether by intent or not, the Masoretes, as Jewish scholars, wanted to de-emphasize these proph-
ecies, which were being used by the Christian church, to degrade their meaning.  Of  course, some 
accept this as they focus on the literal meaning, due to questionable event (in their mind) of  a vir-
gin becoming pregnant.  Regardless, by simply adopting òthe young womanó (or òa young wom-
anó), without appreciating the true sense of the word, the miracle of the virgin Birth is discount-
ed. 

But, as St. Jerome states (explaining his efforts to translate the Scriptures into Latin): òI render sense 
for sense, and not word for wordó (St. Jerome, Letter 57).  Even in the proper translation of  the Hebrew 
word òalmahó, the sense is that of a òvirginó, of a woman of special grace chosen by God to be 
the human instrument through which He would assume our nature and come into the world for 
our Salvation.  

This is not an insignificant issue.  By rejecting the prophesy of  the virgin Birth, this leads to a de-
nial of  the Incarnation (God becoming man), and of  everything else in the life of  Christ.  Jesus 
becomes, in some peopleõs minds, a great teacher, a nice guy (certainly not untrue), but not Di-
vine, not the Son of God, not the Messiah.  It is all part of Godõs plan for our salvation and if we 
òpick and chooseó what we believe to be true or plausible, it degrades the great mystery of God 
and his actions. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Birth of  our Lord and Savior, let us embrace the entire mystery of  
our salvation ð the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, His Baptism and ministry, His trial and Crucifix-
ion, and His glorious Resurrection and Ascension ð rooted in the words chanted in the Kontakion 
of  the Nativity 

 ´Today the Virgin  comes to the cave, to give birth to the pre-eternal Word!µ 

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!  

 

+Fr. Peter 
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From your parish council  

Message from the Parish Council President ð December 2025  

 

 ǶǱǩǲǳǯǲ ǣǥǭǭǡǳǡǩ! CHRIST IS BORN!  

 

I hope this last message of 2025 finds you all enjoying the Holiday season! I 

urge all of you to take time during the busy month of December to reflect up-

on the beautiful meaning of Christmas - to look beyond the worldly or com-

mercialized version of Christmas that has now overcome our lives, and to fo-

cus on the true meaning, the true joy, which is the birth of Jesus Christ. The 

great celebration of the sacred day in which the Son of God was born of the 

Virgin Mary, took on flesh, and became man.  

 

This is truly a spiritually uplifting season in our Church as we progress 

through the Nativity Fast to Christmas; and begin the New Year with Holy 

Theophany on January 6 (my birthday).  

 

Let us use this month to rededicate our lives to our Lord, to our faith, and to 

our Church. Throughout this blessed time period our community will offer 

us many opportunities to join together for the Divine Services, the various 

Christmas celebratory events within our parish and our Metropolis. Let us 

look to spend our time with family and friends, joyfully celebrating with 

much excitement the approaching day of His birth when we may proclaim 

aloud for all the world to hear òGlory to God in the highest and on earth, 

peace, goodwill toward men! ó (Luke 2:13). 

 

Please note that we will be having our Parish Council Election on December 
7 th . Please be present to vote during Coffee Hour. Once ratified by the Me-
tropolis, we will be sworn -in after Liturgy and elect the new officers for 2026.   
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From your parish council  

I look forward to working with the new members and the entire Parish Coun-

cil. As I stated at the General Assembly, I also sincerely thank everyone who 

has volunteered their time and talents as members of the Parish Council.  

 

Please review your current status as it relates to your Stewardship Pledge for 

2025. If there is still a balance, please send in payment by the end of the 

year. Checks must be dated no later than December 31st and received by the 

Church Office no later than Friday, January 9, 2026 to be credited for pay-

ment in 2025.  

 

We will be distributing Stewardship Pledge Cards for 2026. Please complete 

those forms and return them to the office or to any Parish Council member 

as soon as possible.  

 

Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 

Nancy Chinonis  
Parish Council President  
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From your parish council  
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From your parish council  
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From your parish council  
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HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYõS 

Benjamin Stone Dec. 1 Matthew OôBee Dec. 16 

Nikki Pappadakis Dec. 2 Jerry Thornton Dec. 20 

Nicholas Pappadakis Dec. 4 Amanda Steinhoff Dec. 21 

Nicholas Manutes Dec. 6 Evangelos Stavridis Dec. 21 

Effie Vitinaros Dec. 7 Jeff Lauster Dec. 26 

Mary Falaras Dec. 9 Charles Thurber Dec. 27 

Constatine Peters Dec. 12 Hon. Thomas Yeotis Dec. 28 

Lambros Kottalis Dec. 13 Sandra Birtsas Dec. 29 

Andrew Costa Dec. 15   

If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please 

let us know so we can update our records. 



12 

 
2026 PROPOSED BUDGET TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE  

12/7/2025 SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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Bistolarides, Rev. Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy 

Allard, Clyde & Georgia 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Anna 

Artemas, Rev. Fr. John 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Eftyhia (Evangelos) 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Tony & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Carmean, Mike & Denise 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

Chinonis, Elias 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Nancy & Lauster, Jeff 

Chinonis, Richard 

Christakis, Chris & Elpida 

Christopher, Jim & Liz 

Chuleas, Bill 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda 

Davlantes, Alex 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine 

Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Heos, James & Cassie 

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Hountalas, John & Tasia 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Joseph, Patricia 

Joynt, Kenneth 

Joynt, Sadie 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, George & Shannon 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Penelope 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Kapellas, Katina 

Kirkpatrick, Kelly 

Kokkinokos, Peter & Panagiota 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitri & Jacqueline 

Kosman, Stefani 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000              YTD thru 10/31/2025  Stewardship Received: $138,477 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 
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Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Levas, George & Margot 

Lillar, Diana 

Livaditis, Nick & Evie 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nick & Maria 

Margaritis, John & Vicki 

Margaritis, Sofia 

Marks, Jean 

Martorelli, Michael 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Massoud, Mary 

Mavrikos, Ioannis & Aspasia 

McLean, Mary Ellen 

Melonakos, Anthony & Paula 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevasti 

Neofostistos, John & Julie 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

Nitsos, MaryAnn 

Pagonis, Taso 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Papas, Rebecca 

Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Pavlis, John & Patricia 

Peters, Jeff & Maria 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

STEWARDSHIP 2025 
THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000              YTD thru 10/31/2025  Stewardship Received: $138,477 

Politis, Eugenia & Malinowski, Peter 

Politis, Rita 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Preketes, Frank 

Richards, Kenneth & Kathy 

Rivette, Matthew & Lori 

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary 

Salutes-Rogind, Sally 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Senter, Clark & Katherine 

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Steinhoff-Chang, Stephanie 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Stergiopoulos, Zoi 

Stone, Paula 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Thurber, Chuck & Paula 

Thurkill, Stella 

Trifon, Nick 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Effie & Nick 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Welch, Joann 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

Yiannatji, Frank 

Zaravelis, George & Genie 
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2025 Philoptochos Tsourecki Baking  
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November 23, 2025 visit from  

Metropolitan Nicholas  



18 

 

Dear Sisters: 

 

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and was able to spend time with family or friends.. 

 

First of all I would like to thank everyone who showed up to help make tsoureki on November 19.  Once 

again, we had our faithful crew headed by Mary Stergiopoulos, who never disappoints us and enjoys them-

selves as usual.  Without your help, it would not be possible to carry out our mission helping those who are 

less fortunate and in need of assistance.  The proceeds from this project goes to our National and Metropolis 

obligations.   

 

At this time of year we need to think of those who are less fortunate and give more of ourselves in time or tal-

ents helping them through our projects.  We just completed our food and clothing drive for FISH of Grand 

Blanc.  I believe this year, we collected more items and donations than we have in the past.  A big THANK 

YOU to everyone who contributed either food, money or clothing donations.  It will all be put to good use.  

We are still collecting items for Durant-Turri Mott - Operation Classroom and will continue to do so well into 

next year.  

 

Our Holiday Luncheon will be Tuesday, January 13, at Blondieôs Restaurant at the corner of Hill and Torrey 

Road at 1:00 P.M.  Please let us know if you plan on attending.  We decided to try a new place this year.  Up-

coming will be our Valentine Luncheon at church on Sunday, Feb 15.  More to follow on that later    

 

I also like to thank Ann Lowe for all her years of taking care of the planters flanking the entrance to the church 

and the hall.  Due to her health she is unable to continue doing that and one of our new parishioners, Katherine 

Senter, has stepped up and is doing a wonderful job.  You might of seen Katherine out trimming the hydrangea 

bushes during the summer months.  Thank you Katherine for all your donations and hardwork.. 

 

And finally let us not forget we have now entered the lenten period for the Christmas Holidays.  It is the time 

of year that we need to be thankful for what we have and to share with others who are less fortunate.  There are 

many ways to contribute to organizations who supply assistance to them and it is truly a rewarding feeling 

when we can help others. 

 

On behalf of your Philoptochos chapter have a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 

New Year. 

 

Olga Steinhoff, Philoptochos President 

Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor! 
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