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If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact 1{
office, 8167714611 so we can find a replacement. Thank you!
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from father peter

DECEMBER 2025
| CHRISTMAS REALITY CHECK

Approaching the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, it is an opportunity to pause and contemplate
this important event in the history of salvaditme birth of God as man. It is not the only part
of Gododos plan for us, but one of many, | e

We would be mistaken i f we considered the
plan for our salvation begins immediately after the disobedience of Adam. As the priest pray
God the Father at the anaphora (the consecration of the Holy Gifts) during the Divine Liturgy
oOYou brought wus out of not hing into being
undone until you had |l ed us up to heaven

This plan for our salvation runs through the Old Testament, and especially the Prophets, and
communicated to us, and fulfilled and made real in the Holy Gospel. Everything the Church t
lieves and prays finds its basis in the Scriptures (old and new), and the experience of its faith

Over time, some have decided to challenge these foundations of faith; sometimes this is due
the need to conform to some literal sense of what the Bible is stating. By doing this, it often

changes what is believed and prayed, and unwéttasgly the case of many theological disputes

that have arisen over tidereating heresy, changing the very nature of Christ, the Holy Trinity,
and salvation itself given to us.

In Scripture, the translation, mistranslation or even omission of words may be considered out
literal sense, yet this ignores the meaning of these words, which is vitally important

One of the passages of Scripture, from Isaiah, particularly Isaiah 7:14, illustrates this. In the
tuagint (the translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Koine Greek made about 300 B
and is the accepted version of the Law and the Prophets used by the Orthodox and to great
tent, Catholic churches), the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 is:

oOTherefore, the Lor d vidinersphasis ndif#) shall cogceive and pea
a Son, and you shall <cal/l Hi s name | mmanu

Interestingly, in some translations of the Old Testament (particularly those used by Protestan
confessions), the word ovirgind is replac
and) . Unli ke transl ations based on the S
Masoretic (some people call i1t the OHebre
mainly in northern Europe who translated from the thatenrtury to thet®century AD (at least

500 years after the Septuagint).

Both the Septuagint and Masoretic claim to use some of the same Hebrew manuscripts. Th
i n both iIis translation of the Hebrew word
womano, which according to St. Jerome i mp
sight of men o6 . The Greek transl ators of
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from father peter

oOpar t BarKGIdgGq. )

If we simply accept the Masoretic translation in the literal sense, it changes the meaning and
pact of the prophecy of Isaiah. Why would the Masoretes do this? The Septuagint version is
tensively quoted in the Christian scriptures, and by deatiry AD, the Old Testament proph-
ecies according to the Septuagint (and Latin Vulgate bible), and their quotation in the Gospels,

were widespread.

Whether by intent or not, the Masoretes, as Jewish scholars, wartecpitedé&ze these proph-
ecies, which were being used by the Christian church, to degrade their meaning Of course, some
accept this as they focus on the literal meaning, due to questionable event (in their mind) of ¢

gin becoming pregnant. Regardl ess, by si
andéd), without appreciating the true sense
ed.

But, as St. Jerome states (explaining his efforts to translate the Scriptures mtb Latsgnsed e
for sensmchot word forword( St . J e Evemirethe properttranslation®f7the Hebrew
word oal mahdé, the sense is that of a ovir

the human instrument through which He would assume our nature and come into the world fc
our Salvation.

This is not an insignificant issue. By rejecting the prophesy of the virgin Birth, this leads to a
nial of the Incarnation (God becoming man), and of everything else in the life of Christ. Jest

becomes, i n some peopl eds minds, a great
Vi ne, not the Son of God, not the Messiah
opick and choosed what we believe to be t

and his actions.

As we prepare to celebrate the Birth of our Lord and Savior, let us embrace the entire myster
our salvatio® the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, His Baptism and ministry, His trial and Crucifix-
ion, and His glorious Resurrection and Ascefismoted in the words chanted in the Kontakion
of the Nativity

" T o d a Virgih boenes to the cave, to give birthtothepeet er nal Wor d!
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

+Fr. Peter



From your parish council

Message from the Parish Council President 0 December 2025
HUDX Dalz3 Dz &g ¢ CHARIST KSIBORN!

| hope this last message of 2025 finds you all enjoying the Holiday season! |
urge all of you to take time during the busy month of December to reflect up-

on the beautiful meaning of Christmas - to look beyond the worldly or com-
mercialized version of Christmas that has now overcome our lives, and to fo-
cus on the true meaning, the true joy, which is the birth of Jesus Christ. The
great celebration of the sacred day in which the Son of God was born of the
Virgin Mary, took on flesh, and became man.

This is truly a spiritually uplifting season in our Church as we progress
through the Nativity Fast to Christmas; and begin the New Year with Holy
Theophany on January 6 (my birthday).

Let us use this month to rededicate our lives to our Lord, to our faith, and to

our Church. Throughout this blessed time period our community will offer

us many opportunities to join together for the Divine Services, the various

Christmas celebratory events within our parish and our Metropolis. Let us

look to spend our time with family and friends, joyfully celebrating with

much excitement the approaching day of His birth when we may proclaim

aloud for all the world to hear 0Gl ory to God in the hicg
peace, goodwill towardmen! 6 (Luke 2:13) .

Please note that we will be having our Parish Council Election on December
7th. Please be present to vote during Coffee Hour. Once ratified by the Me-
tropolis, we will be sworn  -in after Liturgy and elect the new officers for 2026.



From your parish council

| look forward to working with the new members and the entire Parish Coun-
cil. As | stated at the General Assembly, | also sincerely thank everyone who
has volunteered their time and talents as members of the Parish Council.

Please review your current status as it relates to your Stewardship Pledge for
2025. If there is still a balance, please send in payment by the end of the
year. Checks must be dated no later than December 31st and received by the
Church Office no later than Friday, January 9, 2026 to be credited for pay-
ment in 2025.

We will be distributing Stewardship Pledge Cards for 2026. Please complete
those forms and return them to the office or to any Parish Council member
as soon as possible.

Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Nancy Chinonis
Parish Council President
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2026 PROPOSED BUDGET TO BE DI SCU
12/ 7/ 2025 SPECI AL GENERAL ASS

Actual as of 2026 Proposed
2025 Approved Budget 3025 Budget
OPERATING REVENUES
Stewardship L 14200000 § 12194073 § 145,000.00
Candles 5 BONODD § 73NE0 % B,000.00
Candles Expenss 5 (3,00000) § (2576.00) % (3,000.00)
Tray Receipts 5 500000 § 6716200 % 6,000.00
Coffes Hour Tray Recsips § -4 TE0.00 § -
Coffee Hour Expense 5 5§ [(M07E) 3 -
Bookstore Income 5 L 41500 § 500.00
Bookstore Expense 5 - 3 [452.18) 3 (500.00)
Hall Rental 5 1,00000 $§ 4800 § 1,000.00
Inferest Incoms 5 6000 § b56 % 15.00
Micellaneous IncomelDonations 5 800000 § ©EBERES
Church Memonal Savings Fund Income % 10,000.00
(General donafions $ 14,000.00
Memorial donations $ 5,000.00
Miscellaneous (ex; holday gving, visitor donations, etc) $ 1,500.00
Newsletier advertising $ 1,500.00
Gifts, Grants and Other Incoms 3 25,000.00
Pascha donafions (flowers and monetary) 3 4 000.00
Planned ging donations $ 10,000.00
Mescellanenus IncomeDonations - Special Projects § 2000000 § b -
RE - Youth Ministry Income 5 150000 § $ 1,500.00
RE - Youth Ministry Expenses g (1,500.00) § $ (1,500.00)
Fundraisers
Cash Rafiie Income 5 500000 § 500000 % 50,000.00
Cash Rafiie License § {50.00) § [50.00) ¥ {50.00)
Cash Rafiie Expenses § (22,000.00) § (22.000.00) % (22,000.00)
Gokf Outing Income 5 4500000 § 5204060 % 53,000.00
Golf Outing Expenses ] (22000000 § (2811621) % (30,000.00)
Figh Fry 5 5600000 § 7444253 % -
Cost of Sales - Fish Fry § (25200000 § (3291756) % -
Other Fundraisers [ncome L 350000 § - % 10,000.00
Cost of Sales - Other Fundraisers 5 (50000) §  (50000) $ (1,000.00)
Total Operating Revenue $ 26681000 § 24861298 § 287 965.00

Salary, Benefits and Payroll Taves

Priest
Total Priest Compensation Package § 8894200 § GETOESD % 100,000.00
OfficelGeneral
Salanes - Generdl 5 1600000 § 1332000 % 20,000.00
Taxes - FICA Office employess 5 (1224000 § (1,019.00) % {1,530.00)
Total General Compensation 14,776.00 12,301.00 18,470.00
Total Salary, Benefits and Payroll Taxes L1 10371800 § TO00TS0 4 118,470.00
General Operating Expenses
Accounting 5 120000 § 130000 %
Building and Property Security:
Alarm 5 144000 § 107295 § 2,000.00
Fire Panel 5 160000 § B4000 % 1,700.00
Dues & Subscripfions - Software § 180000 § 133692 3§ 2,100.00
Parizh Total Commitment 5 2978604 § 248200 § 30,353.00
Equipment Rental {CopienPrinter) § 505000 § M4 0§ -
Insurance Expense - Building 5 1200000 § 180600 % 12,000.00
Insurance Expense - Workman's Comg 5 70000 § B3T00 § 800.00
Lawn Care/Snow Removal 5 10,000.00 $§ 75000 § 7,500.00

12



Actualasof 2026 Proposed
2023 Approved Budget 313025 Budget

Lawn Care - Wead Maintenance $ 70000 § B5409 § 75000
Lawn Care - Sprinkler System § 14000 § 14000 % 150.00
Laundry & Uniforms $ 140000 § 124548 § 1,500.00
Pension Man $ 936000 § 624000 § 8,575.00
Postage and Shipping § 200000 § 211857 § 2,500.00
Repairs & Maintenance:
Goyette Monthly § 250000 § 185400 § 2,500.00
\languard [Kiichen Fire Suppression System Fire Exinguisners) § 245000 § TR0 § 2450.00
Maintenance - general § 500000 § 82537 § 10,000.00
Maintenance - Parking Lot § 750000 § S 7.500.00
Maintenance - Sidewalks $ 250000 § - § 2,500.00
Pest Conirol $ 6000 § 5000 § 600.00
Trazsh Removal $ 120000 $ 11669 § 1,500.00
Ullities:
Comeast $ 100000 § 620781 § 8,500.00
Congumers $ 2100000 § 125845 § 15,000.00
Water $ 400000 § 267200 § 4,000.00
Total Operating Expenses H 13492604 § 5341403 § 125,473.00
Miscellaneous Expenses
Advertsing $ 5000 § H -
Bark Charges $ 10000 § $ 50.00
Computer Expenses $ 100000 $ $ 1,500.00
Confiring Ed - Seminars & Cony $ 400000 § - 4 4,000.00
Confributions - Metropolic § 100000 § 100500 § 1,000.00
Contributions - Other $ 200000 § 37500 § 500,00
Ceet of Sakes: Food Sales non fish fry $ 500000 § 2639 § 5,000.00
Credit Card Processing Fees § 150000 § 119772 § 1,500.00
Honorariums $ 150000 § 113000 § 1,500.00
Flowers & Gifte $ 250000 § 3285 § 400000
Library, Books & Journals (includes Liturgical) $ 50000 § - 1§ 500.00
Licenses, Fees and Permits $ 50000 § 0 43000 § 500.00
Metropos Detroit Summer Camp § - § - § -
Mzcellaneous Expenses § 5000 § 477§ 500.00
Supples - Office $ 150000 § 124070 § 1,500.00
Supples - General $ 100000 $§ 55587 § 600.00
Supphes - Janitonal $ 50000 § 36432 § 500.00
Supphes - Kitchen $ 200000 § 186941 § 2,000.00
Total Miscellaneous Expense § 2560000 § 1197706 § 23,150.00
Capital Improvement Expense
Goyelte - New Fumace North Sancluary § 2400000 § 2400000 §
Signs by Crannie - New Sign
Tofal Expense § 424404 § 14439859 § 269,033.00
Net IncomefLoss $ 256596 § 10421439 ¢ 16,367.00
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2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000

STEWARDSHIP 2025

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025. Please join the
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

YTD thru 10/31/2025 Stewardship Received: $138,477

Bi stol ari des, Rev. Fr . HFraeltaerra s& PMaersy. Peggy

All ard, Clyde & GeorgiaFerich, Andrew & Voul a

Al t hei de, Dena Foraker, Walt & Diane
Anagnostopoul os, Anna Frantzis, Kanellos & Al ex:
Art emas, Rev. Fr. John Garceau, Greg & Sia

Asa, DL& wBarbara Hagler, Gary & Mari an
Bakri s, Dr . Ni chol as Har al ambous, Frank & Vani
Batsios,T(EEfvtaynrgied 0S) Heos, James & Cassi e
Birtsas, Sandr a Heos, Pamela & Brancheau,
Bi stolaridis, Tony & MaHolal and, Nick & Jennifer
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy Hount al as, Dimitri & Brit!H
Bograkos, Ver a Hountalas, John & Tasi a
Carmean, Mi ke & Denise lakovidis, Tony & Vicki
Chinoni s, Dennis & Debrlaordanou, Bill & Lisa
Chinonis, EIias Joseph, Patricia
Chinonis, Katie Joynt , Kenneth

Chinonis, Linda Joynt, Sadie

Chinoni s, Nancy & LaustkKearl,atJzeifsf, At hena

Chinoni s, Richard Kallis, Agape

Christakis, Chris & EI pKadlal i s, George & Shannon
Christopher, Jim & Liz Kallis, Nick

Chul eas, Bi |l I Kal |l i s T.Denelope

Clinton, Mike & Kathy Kallis, Susan

Costa, John & Laur a Kal oydi s, John & Karen
Cost a, Kyriacos & VasilKapell as, Katina

Dal bo, Hel en Kirkpatrick, Kel |y

DavKisr ksey, Steve & LinkKlmkkinokos, Peter & Panagi
Davl antes, Al ex Komodromos, Tessie

Del bridge, Ray & Carol Kondyles, Chryssoul a

Drol et , Mar k & Penel opiKontorousi s, Dimitri & Ja
Duffy, David & Joynt, Eloasirmaen, Stef ani

Ei senbeis, Jerry & TinakKossaras, Dean & Joyce
Fahoome, Calliope Kottali s, Mar y
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STEWARDSHIP 2025

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025. Please joir
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000 YTD thru 10/31/2025 Stewardship Received: $138

Koutrouvidas, John &PNinais, Eugenia & Malinows|
Kus, Mi chael & Alexi ®olitis, Rita
Levas, George & Marg®pbul os, Steve & Martha

Lillar, Di ana Preketes, Frank
Livaditis, Nick & EvRechards, Kenneth & Kathy
Lowe, Ann Rivette, Matthew & Lori
Mandel aris, John & P®ouifwome, Vasilios & Mary
Manutes, Nick & Mari &al uRegi nd, Sally
Margaritis, John & ViSckultze, JoAnne
Margaritfs, Sofia Senter, Clark & Katherine
Mar ks, Jean Sirakis, Kostas & Sofi a
Martorelli, Mi chael Siraki s, Paraskevas & At hen;
Martorelli, Sophia Steinhoff, Allen & Ol ga
Massoud, Mary Steinhoff, Amanda

Mavri kos, |l oanni s & Aspasihafnfg, Stephanie
McLean, Mary EIl Il en Stergiopoul os, Mary

Mel onakos, Anthony &SPaulhaopoul os, Zoi
Mersinas, George & L&upobae, Paul a

Mi chael ou, Sevast: Thornton, Jerry & Demi
Neofostistos, John &Thurber, Chuck & Paul a
Nitsos, Emma Thurkill, Stella

Ni t sos, George & Candyi fon, Ni ck

Ni t sos, Mar y Ann Ver gos, Dr . Peter & Susi e
Pagonis, Taso Vitinaros, Ef fie & Nick
Panos, Spiridoul a Wal ker , Bruce & Kathy
Papas, Rebecca Wel ch, Joann

Pappadakis, Anthony ®&rKaghtdisJdJeff & Kay
Pappadaki s, Ni k ki Yeotis, Art & Susan
Paraschos, Sam & Sandeati s, Catherine

Pavliis, John & Patri deati s, Dean & Lynda
Peters, Jeff & MariaYeoti s, Hon. Thomas & Meg
Photiou, Carol Yiannatji, Frank

Photi ou, Lucas & Loriaravel i s, George & Geni e
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2025 Philoptochos Tsourecki Baking
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Phil opt oc hForsi eéSroccd ed fy |

Dear Sisters:

| hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and was

First of all I would I i ke to thank everyone who
again, we had our faithful c¢crew headed by Mary S
sel ves usual Wit hout your help, it would no
|l ess fortunate and in need of assistance. The p
obligati ns

At this time of year we need to think of those w
ents helping them through our projects. We just
Bl anc. |l believe this year, we collected more i
YOU to everyone who contributed either food, mon
We are still col-Taecti-Oferwémenf €t aBbsraomm and wi |
next year.

Our Holiday Luncheon will &GeRduteasuwdraygnt Jatnmutahy da
Road at 1:00 P. M Pl ease | et us know if you pl a
coming wil| be our Valentine Luncheon at church
I also |Ii ke to thank Ann Lowe for alll her years
and the hall. Due to her health she is wunabl e t
Senter, has stepped up and is doing a wonder ful
bushes during the summer mont hs Thank you Kath
And finally | et us not forget we have now entere
of year that we eed to be thankful for what we
many ways to contribute to organizations who sup
when we can help others

On behalf of your Philoptochos chapter have a Me
New Year.

Ol ga Steinhoff, Phil optochos President
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AHEPA-DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

Saturday, December 13, 2025 at 5:00 PM

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church

Lenten dishes are encouraged due to the Nativity Fast

Assumption Family and guests are welcome!

The Daughters of Penelope will be meeting at
3:00rm to make fleece blankets for Catholic

@ We will also be collecting new and used books
for children of all ages for Catholic Charities

19




¢,* 'Philoptochos Society’s Annual *,4:
R Pre-Order 7

2025 Holiday Pastry Sale
Thursday, December 11th

11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
2245 E. Baldwin Road
Grand Blanc, M1 48439
Tel: 810-771-4611 (Between Holly & Fenton Roads)

ALL ORDERS SHOULD BE PRE-PAID
Deadline for pre-orders November 30, 2025
Credit Card Payments can be made the day of Pickup

2 i
1 Name 1
! Address !
'+ City Zip Phone !
! Alternate Phone Email !
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 |ITEM PRICE QTY CORST I
1 1
: Baklava $2.50 :
: Sweet Bread (Tsoureki) $10.00 :
1 1
: Spinach Pita (Frozen 15 pieces) $30.00 :
: Cheese Triangles (Frozen) 6 for $10.00 :
1 1
: Baklava (30 pieces) $50.00 :
: Melomacarona (Honey-Spiced Cookie) 3 for $5.00 :
1 1
I |Kourambiethes (with almonds) 3 for $5.00 1
1 1
: Koulouraki (Butter Twist) 6 for $5.00 :
1 1
1 |Varety Gift Box $18.00 1
1 1
: TOTAL :
: Please make checks payable to Philoptochos Society and mail to the church :
1 Philoptochos Society, Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, 2245 E. Baldwin Rd, Grand Blanc, MI 48439 1
: For more information, please contact the church at 810-771-4611 :
e oe o oo oo e e mw e mm o Em Em Em EE M N W M W M M W M M N M M M M N M M M M M M M N M N M M M W EE M M Em Em Em ol



¥ Philoptochos Society %
o Annual Christmas Card g

($20.00 Minimum)

For the small donation of $20.00 per family listing, your name will appear on
our beautiful Community Christmas Card.

Deadline for Registration:
Sunday, November 30, 2025

May you all have a most blessed Christmas!

Please fill out the form below, cut and mail or bring it personally with your check to
the Church Office. Make checks payable to Philoptochos.

Assumption GOC 2245 E. Baldwin Rd, Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Please print or type your name and family members EXACTLY

as you wish it to be printed on the card.

Name(s)

Address
City & Zip Code

Z1



S A |
NICHOLAS'

OPEN HOUSE AND
FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025
1:00PM - 4:00PM

The Metropolis of /..

Detroit Council and /, g
Metropolis % |

Philoptochos invite

:

allto attend an (55
open house and _§
reception to seses
celebrate the Feast
of Saint Nicholas
and the nameday
of His Eminence
Metropolitan
NICHOLAS of Detroit

G s B |

Metropolis Offices
2560 Crooks Road
Troy, Ml 48084
248-823-2400




SAINTSPYRIDON

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

His Eminence Metropolitan
NICHOLAS, along with the
Metropolis Council
and Metropolis Philoptochos,
G ~ invite you to join us for the
0”””63’6 /~.. Feast of Saint Spyridon -
| patron saint of the chapel at
the Metropolis Offices.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
6:30PM

Hierarchical Great Vespers
and Reception to Follow

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025
10:00AM

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
and Reception to Follow

METROPOLIS
oF DerRoT

METROPOLIS OFFICES
2660 CROOKS ROAD - TROY, MI 48084 | 248.823.2400
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