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Beginning in October of 2016, 
and continuing through early 2017, 
His Eminence Archbishop Deme-
trios, Geron of America, and the of-
ficers of the Executive Committee 
of the Archdiocesan Council learned 
that the Archdiocese faced a severe 
and complex financial deficit that had 
been building for several years. 

Concurrently, Archbishop Deme-
trios recommended a new leadership 
team, which was elected by the full 
Archdiocesan Council. George Tsan-
dikos, managing director of Rock-
efeller & Company in New York, 
was named as Vice President. Mi-
chael Psaros, co-founder and manag-
ing director of KPS Capital Partners, 
was appointed Treasurer.  Catherine 
Walsh, a long-serving member of the 
executive committee and chair of the 
Archdiocesan Council’s legal com-
mittee, was named Secretary. In early 
September 2017, Archbishop Deme-
trios asked His Grace Bishop Ando-
nios, the Chancellor, to assume key 
administrative oversight and respon-
sibilities after the former Executive 
Director of Administration resigned.

Statement on the Archdiocese Financial Situation
“We were utterly surprised and 

saddened by the deficit, and by its 
unexpected nature,” His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios said. “The 
painful and unavoidable steps we are 
taking to correct the situation will 
have significant impact on the opera-
tions of the Archdiocese, and we are 
moving decisively and with convic-
tion to correct flaws in financial con-
trols and operations revealed in the 
crisis and to rebuild our finances.”

“The Holy Eparchial Synod, the 
Executive Committee of the Archdi-
ocesan Council and I want our clergy 
and faithful to be fully informed about 
what happened and what we are do-
ing to overcome our problems,” His 
Eminence said.

Through the generosity of 
Treasurer Michael Psaros, the new 
leadership team has engaged Grant 
Thornton, one of the world’s largest 
independent accounting and consult-
ing firms, to conduct a thorough op-
erations review and provide a report 
that will include recommendations 
on proper internal controls and proce-
dures on how to create a world-class 

ecclesiastical not for profit institution.
 The final report will be received 

in October 2017 and the results will 
be shared with the Executive Com-
mittee, Archdiocesan Council, and 
the public. The Chancellor will imple-
ment its recommendations.

In the interim, the new leader-
ship team has significantly changed 
Archdiocesan processes and begun 
implementing internal controls and 
procedures.  These changes, imple-
mented in a brief few months, should 
bring order, structure and integrity, 
to the operations of the Archdiocese. 
The following steps have been imple-
mented:

• A new Chair of the Archdioc-
esan Council’s Finance Committee is 
going to be named. 

• The Director of Finance was re-
lieved of his duties.

• The Archdiocese will appoint
members to an Independent Audit 
Committee. Members will be re-
quired to have a professional back-
ground as CPAs and auditors.  

• A search has begun to retain an
accounting firm to perform an inde-

pendent forensic audit of the Arch-
diocese finances for the past 3 years. 

• An independent forensic audit
of St. Nicholas will be conducted and 
is in process. An Independent Com-
mittee is being formed for this purpose 
and the accounting firm Price Water-
house Cooper has been retained.

• Archbishop Demetrios ap-
pointed Fr. Soterios Baroody as Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO) of the Arch-
diocese.  Father Baroody holds a 
Bachelor in Business Administration 
and a Master of Accounting Degree. 
Prior to his appointment, the Archdio-
cese did not have the position of CFO.

• Approximately a 25% across the 
board staff reduction at the Archdio-
cese has been implemented. If stew-
ardship levels remain at last year’s 
level, the Archdiocese may operate at 
near break-even levels next year.

• Approximately a 25% reduc-
tion in operating cash costs have been 
implemented

• General administrative costs,
including staff cell phones, credit 
cards, travel and expense accounts, 
have been reduced and/or eliminated.

My beloved, noble, and faithful 
people of our Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America, 

I greet you all in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who is The light of 
the world (John 8:12), The way, and the 
truth, and the life (John 14:6).  I am writ-
ing to share with you proper informa-
tion about some serious events that have 
transpired over the past few months.  
Everything that we communicate herein 
is in conformity with St. Paul’s directive 
to be truthful and speak the truth in love 
(Eph. 4:15). 

We have been working together 
in our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America for over 18 years.  During 
these 18 years, we have encountered—
in executing our sacred work—joy, 
love, harmony, achievement, and uni-
ty, but also sadness, apathy, hardship, 
distancing, and enmity.  As members 
of the Orthodox Church, which is the 
body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27), we have 
worked with most sincere dedication to 
the cause of promoting in America the 
Orthodox Christian Faith, as well as the 
universal values of the Hellenic Tradi-
tion.  Over the past 18 years, we have 
worked earnestly together to follow the 
saving way of the truth and life of the 
Gospel.  During this same period of 

time, we gratefully ascertained the fact 
that, by the grace of God, significant 
and verifiable progress has been real-
ized in all areas of our Archdiocese.

There have been, however, in our 
course of difficult and complicated 
tasks, unexpected socio-economic cir-
cumstances and organizational defi-
ciencies for which we genuinely regret.  
As an Archdiocese, we consider even 
the last dollar given for the work of the 
Church to be sacred.  Like the story in 
the Gospel of the widow giving her two 
copper coins (Mark 12:41-44), the im-
age of an elderly woman, living on a 
limited income, giving generously to 
the Church whatever she can in order 
to promote the Gospel of Christ, is con-
stantly in our minds.

Confronted by the recent realiza-
tion of a number of financial difficulties 
and problems, we, as an Archdiocese, 
took appropriate measures for correc-
tion.  As a result of these measures, we 
are already seeing positive outcomes, 
thus gaining better perspectives.  A very 
important part of correcting these previ-
ous inadequacies and deficiencies is the 
much better arrangement and systemic 
enhancement of the administrative and 
financial management of the Archdio-
cese.  

Many of you may be familiar 

with the fact that in the long life of the 
Church, even in the “golden age” of the 
Patristic period and the era of the 7 Ecu-
menical Councils, many theological, 
political, social and financial difficulties 
were constantly present, causing con-
fusion, pain, and serious concern.  Did 
these difficulties prevent the Holy Spirit 
from working through the Church?  
No.  Did they stop the proliferation of 
the Gospel?  No.  Rather, these times 
were marked by amazing progress and 
dynamic development of the Church.  
Even so to this day, with the present 
difficulties which our Archdiocese is 
currently facing, there is absolutely no 
doubt that this is a limited time frame 
which does not prevent us in any way 
from fully working and responding to 
our established obligations and our call-
ing to offer as Orthodox Christians the 
full, genuine and saving message of 
Christ’s Gospel.  

We are living in an age of post-
truth, confusion and disorientation.  We 
are urgently called to confront this chal-
lenge, and to fulfill our sacred apostolic 
mission of offering love and truth in the 
name of Christ.  Now is the time to more 
fervently continue working together for 
the present and the future of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  In 
light of all that has transpired, we must 

A Personal Message from the Archbishop
learn from the past and grow together 
stronger as a Church family.  While the 
pain and the memory of our past insuf-
ficiencies and mistakes will always re-
main with us, we are aware that we are 
a Church that does not preach despair, 
but rather, hope.  Having this hope as 
our sure and steadfast anchor (Heb. 
6:19), we echo the inspiring words of 
St. Paul: Forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, we press on towards the goal 
(Phil. 3:13-14).  This goal is for each 
and every one of us to wholeheartedly 
respond to the call of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, As the Father has sent me, even 
so I send you (John 20:21) … I chose 
you and appointed you that you should 
go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide (John 15:16), constantly 
keeping in mind that we are the voice 
of Christ in this changing and wound-
ed world.  And may our Merciful and 
Almighty God be always with all of 
us, leading us in every good work.

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

With paternal love in Christ,
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Ecumenical Patriarchate
Ecum. Patriarch, Pope Issue Joint Statement

NEW YORK – Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew and Pope Francis 
released the following joint message for 
prayer for the environment and God’s 
creation on Sept. 1 that includes an ap-
peal for the healing of our wounded cre-
ation.

JOINT MESSAGE
On the World Day of 
Prayer for Creation

The story of creation presents us 
with a panoramic view of the world. 
Scripture reveals that, “in the begin-
ning”, God intended humanity to coop-
erate in the preservation and protection 
of the natural environment. At first, as 
we read in Genesis, “no plant of the 
field was yet in the earth and no herb 
of the field had yet sprung up – for the 
Lord God had not caused it to rain upon 
the earth, and there was no one to till the 
ground” (2:5). The earth was entrusted 
to us as a sublime gift and legacy, for 
which all of us share responsibility until, 
“in the end”, all things in heaven and on 
earth will be restored in Christ (cf. Eph. 
1:10). Our human dignity and welfare 
are deeply connected to our care for the 
whole of creation.

However, “in the meantime”, the 
history of the world presents a very 
different context. It reveals a morally 
decaying scenario where our attitude 
and behavior towards creation obscures 
our calling as God’s co-operators. Our 
propensity to interrupt the world’s deli-
cate and balanced ecosystems, our insa-
tiable desire to manipulate and control 
the planet’s limited resources, and our 
greed for limitless profit in markets – all 
these have alienated us from the origi-
nal purpose of creation. We no longer 
respect nature as a shared gift; instead, 
we regard it as a private possession. We 
no longer associate with nature in order 

to sustain it; instead, we lord over it to 
support our own constructs.

The consequences of this alterna-
tive worldview are tragic and lasting. 
The human environment and the natural 
environment are deteriorating togeth-
er, and this deterioration of the planet 
weighs upon the most vulnerable of its 
people. The impact of climate change af-
fects, first and foremost, those who live 
in poverty in every corner of the globe. 
Our obligation to use the earth’s goods 
responsibly implies the recognition of 
and respect for all people and all living 
creatures. The urgent call and challenge 
to care for creation are an invitation for 
all of humanity to work toward sustain-
able and integral development.

Therefore, united by the same con-
cern for God’s creation and acknowl-
edging the earth as a shared good, we 
fervently invite all people of goodwill 
to dedicate a time of prayer for the en-
vironment on September 1st.  On this 
occasion, we wish to offer thanks to 
the loving Creator for the noble gift of 
creation and to pledge commitment to 
its care and preservation for the sake of 
future generations. After all, we know 
that we labor in vain if the Lord is not 
by our side (cf. Ps. 126-127), if prayer 
is not at the center of our reflection and 
celebration. Indeed, an objective of our 
prayer is to change the way we perceive 
the world in order to change the way 
we relate to the world. The goal of our 
promise is to be courageous in embrac-
ing greater simplicity and solidarity in 
our lives.

We urgently appeal to those in posi-
tions of social and economic, as well as 
political and cultural, responsibility to 
hear the cry of the earth and to attend to 
the needs of the marginalized, but above 
all to respond to the plea of millions and 

support the consensus of the world for 
the healing of our wounded creation. 
We are convinced that there can be no 
sincere and enduring resolution to the 
challenge of the ecological crisis and 
climate change unless the response is 
concerted and collective, unless the re-
sponsibility is shared and accountable, 
unless we give priority to solidarity and 
service.

From the Vatican and from the 
Phanar, 1 September 2017

Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew

New Composition 
of  the Holy 

and Great Synod

NEW YORK – The Holy and Great 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
announced today the new composition 
of the Synod for the period Sept.1, 2017 
to Feb. 2, 2018 under the chairmanship 
of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

The new members are Metropolitan 
Konstantinos Geron of Nikaia, Metro-
politan Athanasios Geron of Chalce-
don, Metropolitan Apostolos Geron of 
Derkon, Archbishop Demetrios Geron 
of America, Metropolitan Grigorios of 
Thyateira and Great Britain, Metropoli-
tan Savas of Pittsburgh, Metropolitan 
Amphilochios of Kissamos and Selinou, 
Metropolitan Polycarpos of Spain and 
Portugal, Metropolitan Stephanos of 
Kalioupolis and Madytou, Metropolitan 
Elpidoforos of Proussa, Metropolitan 
Bartholomeos of Smyrna, Metropolitan 
Kyrillos of Ierapitnis and Siteia.

To contact 
 National Ministries

Archives
212.570.3517
ncalles@goarch.org

Communications
212.774.0244
communications@goarch.org

Greek Education
212.774.0233
greekeducation@goarch.org

Internet Ministries
646.519.6690
internet@goarch.org

Inter–Orthodox, Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Relations
212.570.3593
ecumenical@goarch.org

Ionian Village
212.570.3538
ionianvillage@goarch.org

Center for Family Care
845.424.8175
familycare@goarch.org

Public Affairs
212.774.0400
fralex@goarch.org

Registry
212.570.3558
frmichael@goarch.org

Religious Education
646.519.6300
religioused@goarch.org

Stewardship, Outreach & Evange-
lism
646.519.6160
stewardship@goarch.org

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
646.519.6780
y2am@goarch.org

Office of Development
212.774.0277
nmargarites@goarch.org

Questions about submitting 
news and photos:

Jim Golding (212) 570.3557;
jim@goarch.org

Change of Address
To submit a change of address: 

Contact Soula Podaras 
at 212.774.0235 

e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org 
 fax: 212.774.0239. 
Or regular mail to: 

Orthodox Observer, 
8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075-0192

Be sure to include old address, 
new address and name of parish.

To  d o n a t e 
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make 

checks payable to:
 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

Mailing Address: 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 

8 East 79th St., New York, NY 10075

 www.stnicholaswtc.org



SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2017 3A RCHDIOCESE  NEWS

Former Supreme Allied Commander at NATO, and current dean of The Fletch-
er School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, Adm. James Stavridis, will 
give the keynote address at the 27th annual Leadership 100 Conference banquet, 
Feb. 1-4 in Key Biscayne, Fla.

Leadership 100 Chairman George S. Tsandikos, said “The Conference will 
present an inspiring program that will also feature three other prominent speak-
ers,” said Tsandikos. They are Sylvia Mathews Burwell, former U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services Secretary and current president of American Uni-
versity; John P. Angelos, executive vice president of the Baltimore Orioles and 
president and chief operating officer of the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network (MASN), 
and Leadership 100 Nikos P. Mouyiaris,  founder and CEO of Mana Products Inc., 
one of the world’s most prestigious cosmetics manufacturers and developers.

Archbishop Demetrios will preside, along with Chairman Tsandikos. His Emi-
nence also will deliver the traditional Bible Study and lecture.

Other events include golf and tennis tournaments and awards, a walk/run com-
petition, new member orientation and a young adult and youth program. 

The Opening Forum on Thursday, Feb. 1, will be conducted by the Very Rev. 
Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides, director of the Archdiocese Office of Inter-
Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, where he represents the Church to 
religious organizations, think tanks, non-governmental organizations, and perma-
nent missions to the United Nations. 

The Archbishop lakovos Leadership 100 Award for Excellence will be pre-
sented at the grand banquet on Saturday, Feb. 3. The conference will conclude with 
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy celebrated at St. Sophia Cathedral in Miami, Feb. 4.

Admiral Stavridis Keynote Speaker
at 2018 Leadership 100 Conference

Orthodox Christian Books 
Published in Braille

BOSTON – Archbishop Deme-
trios visited the National Braille Press 
on Sept. 14 where he received the first 
copies in Braille of the Orthodox books: 
Speaking to God, My Orthodox Prayer-
book, and the Divine Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom.

The National Braille Press printed 
the books for the Archdiocese Depart-
ment of Religious Education. It is be-
lieved they are the first-ever published 
in Braille for Orthodox Christians.

At the National Braille Press, the 
Archbishop was greeted by Board Chair-
man Nicholas Racheotes, President Bri-
an MacDonald; Director of Sales Nicole 
Noble and Whitney Mooney, sales as-
sociate and social media creative.

Mr. Racheotes is an active member 
of the Taxiarchae Church of Water-
town, Mass. He spoke about the Braille 
alphabet with the Archbishop, showed 
samples of various publications the 
Press creates.

His Eminence toured the facilities 
and saw how books in Braille are cre-

ated. The Rev. Dr. Anton Vrame, direc-
tor of the Department of Religious Edu-
cation, which worked with the Braille 
Press to create the three books, noted 
that they were selected to assist blind 
Orthodox Christians in their personal 
interior spiritual and devotional lives. 

The Braille project began this sum-
mer, prompted by a call from a woman 
looking for books in Braille. This has 
happened before so this time Fr. Vrame 
pursued the possibility of such a project.

The Braille press is on St Stephen 
Street in Boston, near Northeastern Uni-
versity and Symphony Hall. Costs for 
each book varied, ranging from $1,000 
to $3,000 for 100 copies of each.

Funds for the project came from the 
Archdiocese Benevolent Fund, the De-
partment of Religious Education and St. 
Paraskevi parish in Greenlawn, N.Y.

Visit the Orthodox Marketplace
See more photos 
https://flic.kr/s/aHsm5u8M2u

Fr. Vrame, Archbishop Demetrios, Nicholas Racheotes and Brian MacDonald view copies 
of the newly printed pages in Braille.

GOA/D.Panagos photo

GARFIELD, N.J. - To our beloved 
Orthodox Christian faithful and all peo-
ple of good will throughout the United 
States of America:

Let the children come to me, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 14.14)

Beloved brothers and sisters in the 
Lord,

We, the Hierarchs of the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the 
United States of America, who have 
gathered in Garfield, New Jersey on 
October 3-5, 2017 for our eighth annual 
meeting, greet you with love in Christ as 
we offer glory and thanks to Him.

Having been welcomed by our host, 
His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos 
of New Jersey, thirty-two hierarchs, 
gathered in the unity of our Orthodox 
faith, began our Assembly with the cel-
ebration of the Divine Liturgy at Saint 
George’s Greek Orthodox Church in 
Clifton, New Jersey, calling to mind 
in our prayers our suffering neighbors 
throughout the world. Once again, our 
thoughts and prayers were with the kid-
napped hierarchs in Syria: Greek Ortho-
dox Metropolitan Paul Yazigi (brother 
of His Beatitude Patriarch John X of 
Antioch) and Syriac Archbishop John 
Ibrahim. We prayed also for the repose 
of our brothers, Metropolitan Iakovos 
of Chicago, Metropolitan Philotheos of 
Meloa, and Bishop Antoun, formerly of 
Miami, who fell asleep in the Lord after 
long and blessed hierarchal ministries, 
which were notable for their strong sup-
port for the work of our Assembly.

Having thus begun with prayer, we 
proceeded upon three days of convo-
cations and meetings in which we set 
about our various works. In the open-
ing session, new officers were wel-
comed to the Executive Committee: His 
Grace Bishop Gregory as Secretary and 
His Eminence Archbishop Michael as 
Treasurer. His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios, our Chairman, noted in his 
opening address three main reasons 
for our meeting. “Our work together,” 
the Archbishop noted, “is a methodical 
and intense spiritual exercise in build-
ing love and fortifying the bond of our 
unity in Christ.” He also pointed out 
that our task as Orthodox Hierarchs is 
to “organize and function according to 
the canonical norms and tradition that 
our Church Fathers wisely established 
throughout the centuries.” Lastly, Arch-
bishop Demetrios urged the Hierarchs 
to work together on forging an authentic 
and common witness of Orthodoxy to 
the younger generation.

Among the many themes addressed 
during our Assembly, one of the central 
this year was that of youth ministry: 
the place of children and young adults 
in the Church. We affirmed the need to 
enhance our ministry to those for whom 
the Church is their hope, their glory, and 
their salvation. We listened to presenta-
tions by Dr. Richard Flory, Senior Di-
rector of Research and Evaluation at the 
Center for Religion and Civic Culture at 
the University of Southern California, 
and by Dr. Ann Bezzerides, Director 

Thursday, October 05, 2017
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Apostoliki Diakonia,  
a significant and multi-faceted 
ministry of the Church 
of Greece, published in 1996 
the book OΙ ΠΑΤΕΡΕΣ 
ΕΡΜΗΝΕΥΟΥΝ authored by 
Archbishop Demetrios 
of America.

The book contained six  
original studies on patristic 
biblical exegesis.

Now, Apostoliki Diakonia 
has published these 
studies in English 
in a new book titled 
THE FATHERS 
INTERPRET.

To purchase your copy of The Fathers Interpret  
($15 per copy + $6 S&H) please call 212-774-0244, or email gotel@goarch.org, 

or comple the order form below and mail it to: Department of Communications, Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075.

THE FATHERS INTERPRET

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT  THE NATIONAL MINISTRIES
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Beloved brothers and sisters in the 
Lord,

With God’s grace, today we enter 
the new ecclesiastical year, even as we 
continue to provide witness “through 
him who loved us” (Romans 8.38) and 
“give an account for the hope that lies in 
us” (1 Peter 3.15), living in the Church, 
in Christ and according to Christ, who 
promised to be with us “all the days of 
our life, to the end of the age.” (Mat-
thew 28.20)

Twenty-eight years have passed 
since the synodal decree of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate to establish the 
Feast of the Indiction as the “Day of 
Protection for the Environment,” when 
we offer prayers and supplications at 
the sacred Center of Orthodoxy “for all 
creation.”  The relevant patriarchal en-
cyclical (September 1, 1989) invited all 
Orthodox and other Christian faithful on 
this day to lift up prayers of thanksgiv-
ing to the Creator of all for “the great 
gift of Creation” along with petitions for 
its preservation.

We express our joy and satisfaction 
for the broad reception and fruitful in-
fluence of this initiative by the Church 
of Constantinople. We demonstrated 
the spiritual roots of the ecological crisis 
as well as the need to repent and priori-
tize the values of contemporary human-
kind.  We affirmed that the exploitation 
and destruction of creation constitute a 
perversion and distortion of the Chris-
tian ethos, rather than the inevitable 
consequence of the biblical command 
to “increase and multiply” (Genesis 
1.22), but also that our anti-ecological 
conduct is an offense to the Creator and 
a transgression of his commandments, 
ultimately working against the authen-
tic destiny of the human person.  There 
cannot be any sustainable development 
at the expense of spiritual values and the 

natural environment.
The Holy and Great Church of 

Christ has championed and continues 
to champion the eco-friendly dynamic 
of our Orthodox faith, emphasizing the 
Eucharistic purpose of creation, the re-
sponse of the faithful as “priest” of cre-
ation in an effort to offer it unceasingly 
to the Creator of all, as well as the prin-
ciple of asceticism as the response to the 
modern sense of gratification.  Indeed, 
respect for creation belongs to the very 
core of our Orthodox tradition. 

We are especially disturbed by the 
fact that, while it is clear that the eco-
logical crisis is constantly escalating, in 
the name of financial growth and tech-
nological development, humanity has 
become oblivious to the global appeals 
for radical change in our attitude toward 
creation.  It is obvious that the result-
ing deformation and devastation of the 
natural environment is a direct conse-
quence of a specific model of economic 
progress, which is nevertheless indiffer-
ent to its ecological repercussions. The 
short-term benefits dictated by the rise 
of living standards in some parts of the 
world simply camouflage the irrational-
ity of abuse and conquest of creation.  
Corporate business that does not respect 
the planet as our common home can-
not be sanctioned as business at all. The 
contemporary unrestrained commerce 
of globalization goes hand-in-hand with 
the spectacular development of science 
and technology, which despite mani-
fold advantages is also accompanied by 
an arrogance over and abuse of nature.  

ENCYCLICALS
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Modern man knows this very well, but 
acts as if he is entirely unaware. We 
know that nature is not restored and 
renewed endlessly; yet we ignore the 
negative implications of “trading” in the 
environment. , b;;vxcvcc This explosive 
combination of unrestrained commerce 
and science – that is to say, the limitless 
confidence in the power of science and 
technology – merely increases the risks 
threatening the integrity of creation and 
humankind.

The Holy and Great Council of the 
Orthodox Church spelled out with wis-
dom and clarity the dangers of “autono-
mizing economy” or separating econ-
omy from the vital needs of humanity 
that are only served within a sustainable 
environment.

Instead, it proposed an economy 
“founded on the principles of the Gos-
pel”

-In order to address the modern 
ecological challenge “on the basis of the 
principles of the Christian tradition.”

- in response to the threats of our 
age, the tradition of the Church de-
mands “a radical change of attitude and 
conduct”

- in response to the ecological crisis, 
it proposes a spirit of asceticism, “fru-
gality and abstinence”

-In response to our ”greed,”
- it calls for “the deification of our 

needs and attitude of acquisition.”
The Holy and Great Council also 

emphatically referred to the “social di-
mensions and tragic consequences of 
destroying the natural environment.”

Therefore, echoing the decisions of 
this Council, we too underline through 
this encyclical the close connection be-
tween ecological and social issues, as 
well as their common roots that lie in 
the “imprudent heart” that is fallen and 
sinful as well as in the inappropriate use 
of our God-given values,” by spiritual 
and ethical damage. When material pos-
sessions dominate our heart and mind, 
then our attitude toward our fellow hu-
man beings and toward creation inevi-
tably becomes possessive and abusive. 

In biblical terms, the “bad tree” al-
ways “produces evil fruit.” (Matthew 
7.17) Furthermore, by extension, we 
would underline that respecting creation 
and other people share the same spiritu-
al source and origin, namely our renew-
al in Christ and spiritual freedom. Just 
as environmental destruction is related 
to social injustice, so too an ecofriendly 
attitude is inseparable from social soli-
darity. 

What also becomes apparent is that 
the solution to the multi-faceted con-
temporary human crisis – namely, the 
crisis facing human culture and the nat-
ural environment – demands a multi-di-
mensional mobilization and joint effort. 
Much as every other vital problem, the 
underlying and interconnected ecologi-
cal and social crisis cannot possibly be 
addressed without inter-Christian and 
inter-religious collaboration.

Therefore, dialogue becomes the 
fertile ground for promoting existing 
ecofriendly and social traditions in or-
der to stimulate environmental and 
communal discussion, while at the same 
time initiating a constructive criticism 
of progress understood exclusively in 
technological and economic terms at 
the expense of creation and civilization. 

In closing, we once again reiterate 
the inseparable nature of respecting cre-
ation and humanity, and we call upon 
all people of good will to undertake the 
good struggle for the protection of the 
natural environment and the establish-
ment of solidarity. May the Lord and 
giver of all good things, through the in-
tercessions of the all-blessed Mother of 
God, grant all of you “a burning within 
your hearts for all creation” and “a stir-
ring of love and good works.” (Hebrews 
10.24)

+ Ba rtholomew of Constantinople 
Your fervent supplicant before God

Patriarchal Message for the Indiction, Day of Protection for the Environment
+BARTHOLOMEW

By God’s Mercy 
Archbishop of Constantinople-New 
Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plentitude of the Church: 
Grace, peace and mercy
From the Creator of All, our Lord 
God and Savior Jesus Christ
(September 1, 2017)

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

At the inception of a new Ecclesi-

astical Year, we are invited through our 
commemoration of the Feast of the In-
diction to come before the Lord in wor-
ship and prayer.  We are encouraged to 
renew our offering of our life to Him 
and to enhance our communication with 
Him through prayer and worship.

Today is a feast that leads us in the 
beauty and wisdom of our Orthodox 
Christian faith to contemplate all that we 
seek through our petitions and prayers.  
In addition to being a day of prayer in 
preparation for the months ahead and 
the cycle of services and observances 
that guide our worship and strengthen 

our faith, it is a feast that emphasizes the 
priority and purpose of prayer. 

We pray to God for the provision 
of our daily needs, physical and spiri-
tual, knowing that He cares for us and 
will supply every need according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. (Philip-
pians 4:19)  We ask for protection, “to 
keep Your people in peace, safe and 
sound from all harm,” “to keep our city 
in peace,” and to “keep our rulers and all 
Your people in peace, O compassionate 
Lord!” (Hymns of the Feast)  On this 
day and throughout the year, we seek 
the peace from above and the assurance 

of His grace and promises.
Today we pray for guidance for the 

year ahead.  We ask for God’s wisdom 
and blessings as we face the complex-
ity and challenges of our world.  To do 
this, we need His grace, and we affirm 
this in our prayers for forgiveness and 
our prayers that proclaim our hope in 
salvation.  We ask for deliverance from 
the ills and burdens of this life, and ul-
timately from death itself into glorious 
and eternal life with Him.

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 
Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Dis-
tinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and 
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sis-
terhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Orga-
nizations, and the entire Greek Ortho-
dox Family in America

Day for the Protection of Our Natural Environment 
Archbishop’s Encyclical

GOA/D. Panagos photo
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Obituaries

CHICAGO – Metropolitan Iakovos 
died Friday, June 2, following an un-
expected illness and surgery at a local 
hospital. He was the first to hold the po-
sition of Metropolitan of Chicago in the 
Greek Orthodox Church and, at age 89, 
was still active in his ministry, serving 
the Church in America nearly 50 years.

In his official statement upon learn-
ing of the Metropolitan’s death, Arch-
bishop Demetrios said, “With the falling 
asleep in the Lord of the late Metropoli-
tan Iakovos of Chicago, the Church in 
America has lost a prominent hierarch, 
known for his great and long service to 
the people of God,” 

Archbishop Demetrios noted that, 
“A long friendship connected me with 
the departed hierarch since the time we 
were both students at the School of The-
ology of the University of Athens fol-
lowing World War II. Already at that 
time, the unforgettable hierarch distin-
guished himself for his deep piety, his 
ecclesiastical ethos and the special love 
he had for the sacred services of our Or-
thodox liturgical tradition.

“Always noble in his ways, ready 
to listen to the problems, and the dis-
appointments and the pain of count-
less people, he did not hesitate to offer 
plenty of time for therapeutic advice 
and spiritual guidance of his flock,” the 
Archbishop continued. “Throughout his 
diakonia as Metropolitan of Chicago he 
was always untired and present without 
exception, in all the events of our Holy 
Archdiocese in all the meetings of the 
Holy Eparchial Synod and in the many 
Clergy-Laity Congresses.

“I remember especially our com-
mon diakonia as members of the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of our Ecumenical 
Patriarchate because of his prudent, 
well-documented and constructive in-
terventions during long synod meetings, 
something that was especially recog-
nized by the President of the Synod Ec-
umenical Patriarch Bartholomew,” His 
Eminence said.

“Metropolitan Iakovos served with 
faithfulness and devotion to God and 
His Church until the very last days of 
his long life despite the increased health 
issues he was facing lately. “The high 
hierarchical offering of the unforgetta-
ble departed Metropolitan Iakovos has 
been indelibly engraved in the collec-
tive memory of the Holy Archdiocese 
of America, which is fervently praying 
for the blessed repose of the soul of such 
a beloved and distinguished Brother Hi-
erarch. May his memory be eternal as 
he rests among the just and the saints.”

Under Article 12 of the Archdio-
cese Charter, Archbishop Demetrios, in 
consultation with the Eparchial Synod, 
named Metropolitan Nicholas of De-
troit as locum tenens, until the election 
of Metropolitan Iakovos’ successor.

Early years
Metropolitan Iakovos was born Mi-

chael Garmatis in Athens, Greece, in 
1928 where he received his basic and 
high school education.

According to a Chicago Tribune 
story by Grace Wong and Marwa El-
tagouri, Metropolitan Iakovos grew up 

Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago: 1928-2017

hiding Jews in his home during the Axis 
occupation of Greece, sparking a life of 
interfaith and unifying work.

When he was about 12 or 14, his 
family protected a Jewish mother and 
daughter during World War II. The 
church falsified baptismal documents, 
and families would claim they were 
cousins coming from the countryside to 
visit, said Bishop Demetrios of Mokis-
sos, chancellor of the Metropolis of Chi-
cago.

“He said it was the human thing to 
do and these people were suffering and 
they need to be hidden,” Bishop Deme-
trios told the Tribune. “It was at great 
risk. He spoke often about the occupa-
tion and not having proper food and 
shoes.”

Metropolitan Iakovos was heavily 
affected by the war, even into present 
day. Bishop Demetrios said.

The future hierarch graduated from 
the University of Athens theological 
school and was ordained to the diacon-
ate and holy priesthood.

He served the Church in Athens un-
til 1954, then came to the United States 
and earned his doctorate at Boston Uni-
versity, while simultaneously serving as 
priest at Dormition of the Virgin Mary 
Church in Somerville, Mass., and teach-
ing at Holy Cross School of Theology 
in the 1960s.

In February 1968, Archbishop Ia-
kovos tapped him as Archdiocesan Vic-
ar of the 7th Archiepiscopal District of 
Detroit. A year later, he was elected to 
the episcopacy by the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
He was consecrated Bishop of Apameia 
(an auxiliary bishop of Archbishop Ia-
kovos) Christmas Day 1969, and ap-
pointed to the 7th Archiepiscopal Dis-
trict of Detroit.

In 1971 he was installed president 
of Hellenic College Holy Cross School 
of Theology while remaining as admin-
istrative overseer of the Detroit district. 
He simultaneously served as the New 
England/Boston area bishop during his 
five-year tenure as HCHC president.

Following the reorganization of 
the Archdiocesan districts into dioces-
es, Bishop Iakovos was enthroned by 

Archbishop Iakovos on May 1, 1979, as 
Bishop of Chicago at Annunciation of 
the Virgin Mary Cathedral.

In November 1997, the Holy Synod 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate elected 
Bishop Iakovos to the active Metropoli-
tanate of Krinis and Exarch of Ionias. In 
this capacity, he continued to serve the 
Chicago Diocese as presiding hierarch.

In December 2002, the Holy and 
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate elevated the dioceses to metrop-
olises and Metropolitan Iakovos was 
elected Metropolitan of Chicago.

Metropolis ministry
Under his leadership, the Me-

tropolis increased its efforts to assist 
the homeless and those in need, as wit-
nessed in the labors of the Metropolis 
Philanthropy Committee. 

He founded new youth programs, 
established various local dialogue com-
missions with other faith communities 
and worked with other area religious 
leaders in promoting justice and truth in 
our society.

Various other programs of the 
Metropolis he established include the 
Bishop Iakovos Scholarship Assistance 
Program; the Bishop’s Task-Force on 
AIDS; the Metropolis Junior Olympics; 
the Festival of Orthodox Books; and nu-
merous religious and Greek education 
programs.

Several years ago, he realized a 
long-time dream with the establishment 
of the St. Iakovos Retreat Center on 
over 100 acres near Kenosha, Wis., that 
includes meeting space and camping fa-
cilities for youth ministry.

In October 2016, the section of East 
Burton Place, in front of the Metropolis 
Home and Offices, was named Honor-
ary Metropolitan Iakovos Way by the 
Chicago City Council.

In early May, the Retired Clergy 
Association Executive Committee 
hosted a dinner honoring Metropolitan 
Iakovos.

Archbishop Demetrios presided at 
the funeral service on Friday, June 9, at 
Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago, as-
sisted by Metropolitans of the Archdio-
cese and Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos 
with many other clergy participating.

Compiled from information provid-
ed by Archdiocese Press Officer Stavros 
Papagermanos and Metropolis of Chi-
cago Director of Media Relations John 
C. Ackerman, and excerpted from the 
Chicago Tribune.

FLUSHING, N.Y. - Fr. James Con-
dos died peacefully Aug. 29 after a long 
illness at New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital. 

Fr. Condos (Kondonikolaou) was 
born on Aug. 22, 1929 to Efstratios 
and Efrosini in Nisiros, Greece. He met 
and married his wife, Maria Nikitiades, 
in Greece on Oct. 30, 1955. Five years 
later, in 1960, he moved to the United 
States with his wife and three daughters. 

Fr. James followed his calling later 

on in life and on Dec. 29, 1974, was 
ordained a deacon at Sts. Anargyroi 
Church in Manhattan, N.Y., by Bishop 
Silas of Amphipoleos.

On Feb. 2, 1975, he was ordained 
a presbyter at the Assumption Church 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina by Bishop 
Timothy of Pamphilos.

Archbishop Iakovos immediately 
assigned him as priest at Dormition of 
the Theotokos Church in Brazil.

In 1979, he was assigned to serve in 
Panama where Archbishop Iakovos el-
evated him to the rank of Protopresbyter 
in 1984.

At Archbishop Iakovos’ request he 
returned to the United States in Septem-
ber 1986 to serve at Sts. Constantine 
and Helen Church in Jackson Heights, 
N.Y. In 1996 Fr. James Condos retired 
but continued to serve various parishes 
of the Archdiocese.

A priest for over 40 years, Fr. James 
served with zeal and dedication, his pas-
sion to serve others was always at the 
top of his list. Presvytera Maria pre-
ceded him in death in 2009. Fr. James is 
survived by his three daughters, Irene, 
Efrosini, and Kalliope. 

The funeral service and interment 
took place Sept. 5 in Nisiros, Greece.

Fr. James T. Adams, 87, who had 
served many parishes in California dur-
ing his 62 years as a priest, and as chan-
cellor of the Metropolis of San Francis-
co, died Sept. 27.

Born to Thomas and Penelope Ad-
ams in Oakland, Calif., July 3, 1930, 
He was active in his home parish of As-
cension Cathedral in Oakland where he 
shared his gift of music as a choir mem-
ber. Following high school, Fr. James 
attended Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy in Brookline, Mass., from 1948 
- 1953. He met and married Evelyn 
Spallas, and then they moved to Greece 
where he completed his theological 
education at the Rizarion Seminary in 
Athens, Greece.

Fr. James was ordained into the 
Holy Diaconate on May 14, 1954, at 
the Church of St. George in Athens, 
Greece, and to the Holy Priesthood at 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in 
San Francisco on Aug. 15, 1955.

He served numerous parishes dur-
ing his years of active ministry. Each 
community where he was assigned was 
blessed with his steady leadership, lov-
ing instruction, and a deep and abiding 
commitment to the Lord. His legacy 
of service includes: St. Alexios and 
St. Barbara Chapels - Ely and McGill, 
Nevada (1955 - 1956); Holy Trinity 
Cathedral - Salt Lake City, Utah (1956 
- 1958); Holy Transfiguration Church 
- Anchorage, Alaska (1958 - 1961); 
St. John the Baptist Church - Las Ve-
gas, Nevada (1961 - 1970); Nativity 
of Christ Church - Novato, California 
(1970-1984); Diocese of San Francisco 
chancellor (1984-1987); and St. Sophia 
Cathedral - Los Angeles (1987-1995).

Fr. James continued to unselfishly 
answer the call of the Church after his 
retirement in 1995 and served several 
parishes in the Metropolis on an interim 
basis, providing for the spiritual needs 

Fr. James Condos

Fr. James T. Adams
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The record-setting two Category 4 
hurricanes, Harvey and Irma, that rav-
aged Texas and Florida in late August 
and early September, caused little or 
no damage churches in the affected ar-
eas, but thousands of parishioners were 
forced to evacuate and seek shelter. 
There were no known injuries but there 
was some loss of property.

International Orthodox Christian 
Charities was among the major philan-
thropic organizations to arrive on the 
scene in the aftermath of the storms.

IOCC Harvey Response
Rebecca Loumiotis, IOCC’s com-

munications manager, told the Ortho-
dox Observer that the Red Cross invited 
IOCC to deploy frontrunners, specially 
trained clergy and lay people; to provide 
emotional and spiritual support at a me-
ga-shelter, the George R. Brown Con-
vention Center, in downtown Houston. 
They were the first aid group to arrive 
there. They have been offering 12 hours 
of daily care to survivors, volunteers 
and to law enforcement officers.

There were frontrunners elsewhere 
in the Houston area, including St. Basil 
Church, and in the Beaumont-Port Ar-
thur area near the Louisiana border.

“We continue to have an ongoing 
response there with staff and action 
teams consisting of 74 volunteers,” Ms. 
Loumiotis said. The “muck out teams” 
have assessed 106 homes for flood 
damage and cleared out the mud and 
damage from 21 of them as of Oct. 3.

IOCC arranged, through partners 
Church World Service and Good360, for 
two truckloads of hygiene kits, clean-up 
buckets, food, and baby products to the 
Houston area, arriving early the week of 
9/4/17. IOCC staff has checked in with 
every Orthodox parish in the region to 
assess clean-up and other needs. Parish-
ioners who have specific clean-up needs 
are asked to speak to their parish priest, 
who will coordinate with IOCC

IOCC’s Response to Irma
Less than a week after Harvey 

struck the Houston area, Hurricane 
Irma moved across the Caribbean leav-
ing devastation in its wake. Among the 

strongest hurricanes ever recorded in 
the Atlantic Ocean, Irma made landfall 
on the Florida Keys on Sunday, Sept. 
10 and then traveled up Florida’s west 
coast and into Georgia and South Caro-
lina on Monday. Millions had left their 
homes under evacuation orders, and 
millions remain without electricity. 

Loumiotis said IOCC was in touch 
with its Church, ecumenical, and VOAD 
(Volunteer Organizations Active in Di-
sasters) groups and always coordinated 
with them.

They started a needs assessment af-
ter Irma’s impact in Florida. 

She said that, for staff and volun-
teers, Irma was more difficult because 
damage was so spread out. IOCC staff 
contacted all parishes statewide to de-
termine most effective ways to provide 
assistance, especially in the Florida 
Keys, Naples, Miami and Jacksonville 
areas. In Naples, IOCC distributed 
about $6,500 in food and water on Sept. 
17 along, serving about 100 people.

Aftermath of the storms
The Observer contacted about 65 

parishes by e-mail or telephone along 

the Texas Gulf Coast, Florida , the Ba-
hamas and other southeastern states that 
were directly affected or potentially in 
the areas of the storm tracks. Those who 
replied are included below:

Texas
Hurricane Harvey dumped more 

than 50 inches of rain along the coast 
between Corpus Christi and the Loui-
siana border in about four days: It took 
about four weeks for the floodwaters to 
recede in Houston.

St. Nicholas-Corpus Christi – the 
city lies on Corpus Christi Bay and is 
protected from the open waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico by Padre Island. The 
church is located on higher ground in-
land from the downtown area that is 
near the south side of the bay.

“We were very, very fortunate,” 
said Fr. John Haby, the parish priest. 
“St. Nicholas interceded well for us.” 
Damage consisted of an outside barrier 
was and a gate being blown down.

He also said some parishioners liv-
ing near the northern part of the bay, 
which had severe flooding, had to evac-
uate

The church did not lose power and 
had regular services on Sunday, Aug. 
27, and Tuesday, Aug. 29, the Feast 
Day of St. John the Baptist.

St. Sophia-San Antonio – The city 
is about 150 miles inland, northwest of 
Corpus Christi and only received some 
rain from the edge of Hurricane Harvey.

Transfiguration-Austin – Located 
about 160 miles west of Houston, the 
area received about nine inches of rain 
and church services were cancelled.

Assumption-Galveston:“Things 
are a mess here,” parish priest Fr. Ste-
lios Sitaras reported on Aug. 29. He 
and many other parishioners evacuated 
the city, which was mandatory, and he 
spent a few days with friends in the 
Houston suburb of Sugarland. He said 
that the streets in Galveston had exten-
sive flooding but the church, located 
near downtown, was spared though the 
church hall had some leakage.

Galveston is on an island between 
Galveston Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. 
The parish has about  70 to 80 families 
and “maybe 25 families live on the is-
land,” Fr. Sitaras said. “The others live 
on the mainland and many have week-
end homes here. We did not have any 
injuries but one family did get a small 
amount of water from the driving rain 
and not from rising flood waters. No 
one lost their homes.”

Annunciation Cathedral- Houston: 
Though the TV images of Houston 
showed vast areas of the city under wa-
ter, there was no damage to the church 
other than a minor roof leak, Fr. Michael 
Lambakis, dean, reported. The complex 
is located on the near West Side at some 
distance from any bodies of water or 
low-lying areas.

They used the buildings and park-
ing lot as a critical base for rescue oper-
ations throughout the surrounding area. 
The entire community, led by their par-
ish priest Fr. Luke Palumbis, came out 
to volunteer.

Dozens of families showed up at 
the church cultural center to pack hy-
giene kits for people living in shelters 
and helped rescue and provided shel-

IOCC Staff, Volunteers Help Texas, Fla., Victims Recover from Hurricanes
ters for members of the community and 
strangers needing shelter.

Annunciation Cathedral-Houston: 
No major damage or flooding at the ca-
thedral complex,” Fr. Michael Lamba-
kis, dean, reported. About 60 parishio-
ners had flooded homes. Fr. Lambakis 
and volunteers from the parish helped 
many of them get to safety and assisted 
in general relief efforts.

“Overall damage to our church 
was minor, said Ms. McFalls. “It could 
have been a lot worse. However, we did 
have water damage. Our Sunday School 
wing sustained the most damage. The 
altar area was unharmed.

“We had 6 parishioner homes with 
standing water ranging from a few inch-
es to a few feet. Multiple parishioners 
reported some roof damage causing 
leakage, but mostly minor.

Florida
Annunciation-Fort Myers: This was 

the first major community on Florida’s 
west coast hit by Irma. Fr. Dean Nastos, 
parish priest, reported extensively on his 
situation on Sept. 15.

“Our Parish is about 10 miles 
from the storm surge. A good amount 
of storm surge hit our area. There was 
flooding in many areas.

“We had extensive wind damage, 
large and small trees blown down, torn 
lanai screens, windows broken and 
large signs blown down. Our parish 
only had one broken window in our hall 
and many toppled trees on the property.

“Many of our members evacuated 
and still have not returned as of this 
time. (Sept. 15)

“Many parishioners’ homes had lit-
tle to no damage, mostly roof shingles, 
trees down, lanai screens torn. Many 
left before the hurricane hit on Sunday, 
Aug. 27. No injuries or fatalities were 
reported.

“We cancelled Sunday services, our 
Holy Cross Fund raising Luncheon, our 
Religious Education/Sunday Kick-Off, 
our HOPE and JOY activities. We will 
hold these activities at a later date.

“Many members do not have power 
and may not receive power until Sept. 
22 or 24. Full recovery could be some 
time around Oct. 1.”

Annunciation parish has about 225 
families.

Holy Trinity-Clearwater: Fr. James 
T. Paris, Holy Trinity’s head priest, said 
he had no reports of any injuries to his 
parishioners. “Most of our people re-
pored no major damages to homes and 
businesses, just fallen trees, debris, and 
litter. “ Most also were without power 
for several days after the storm.  The 
church buildings and campus were in-
tact. Our altar area and Platytera were 
enclosed and protected. There was no 
damage. Our campus is littered with 
debris, but our landscaper and custodi-
ans are addressing the situation. There 
appear to have been no major leaks and 
damage to the exterior and interior of 
our campus buildings and offices. We 
installed hurricane proof windows and 
doors recently, so that was providential.

“If that hurricane shifted a little east 
with the huge and very warm waters of 
the Gulf, that beast would have been 

Houston: Teams of IOCC staff and vol-
unteers help remove damaged items 
and debris left by Hurricane Harvey 
from homes in Houston.

Florida: Hurricane Irma downed trees and caused extensive flooding across the 
state, including Everglades City.

Photo courtesy IOCC

Photo courtesy Markella Patitsas/IOCC



SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2017 7

 Philoptochos
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The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philop-
tochos Society Inc. has announce that, 
on July 3, its executive board approved 
disbursements totaling $115,000 for aid 
to the people of Greece and Cyprus, as 
follows:

 - $10,000 to Lyreio Paidiko Idry-
ma- SS Anargyroi, an ecclesiastical en-
tity under the care of the nuns from the 
convent of Holy Trinity in Mati, Attiki.

 - $10,000 to Demetreion Center of 
Apostoli in Moshato, Greece, an after-
school program Greece for the care of 
underprivileged children.

 - $20,000 to Apostoli, a nongovern-
mental, nonprofit organization founded 
by the Social Services Department of 
the Holy Archdiocese of Athens for 
food and support of families.

- $10,000 to the Ecumenical Fed-
eration of Constantinopolitans for hu-
manitarian assistance to deprived, expa-
triated Greeks of Constantinople.

- $30,000  - $10,000 to each of three 
partially or entirely refugee Metropo-
lises of Cyprus, for food and assistance 
with utility bills, housing and medical 

expenses, etc. 
- $20,000 to the Holy Metropolis of 

Mytiline to provide assistance to the vil-
lages destroyed by the very recent earth-
quake in Lesvos (Mytiline), Greece. 

- $15,000 to Syndesmos Gia Atoma 
me Aftismo (Association for Children 
and Adults with Autism) in Limasol, 
Cyprus. 

Since the start of the financial crisis, 
the severe economic conditions have 
continued unabated, causing food short-
ages and lack of housing and medical 
care. These conditions have impacted 
not    only the physical needs of the peo-
ple, but also the spiritual and emotional 
well-being of our brothers and sisters 
in Greece and Cyprus. This latest dis-
bursement brings the total aid provided 
by National Philoptochos to the people 
of Greece and Cyprus to $789,120 since 
2012.

To support the National Philopto-
chos Aid to Greece and Cyprus Fund, 
please log on to

http://bit.ly/1MpMsF3 to make 
your donation.

The stewards of the Greek Ortho-
dox Ladies Philoptochos Society, com-
mitted to making a difference in the 
world, are limitless in their compassion 
for serving the victims of disasters. 
Once again, National Philoptochos 
answered the call in the immediate af-
termath of Hurricane Harvey’s historic 
flooding in Texas. Fifty-five inches of 
rain fell, depositing 24.5 trillion gal-
lons of rainwater on the affected areas. 
This is three times the amount of water 
that Hurricane Katrina produced.

On Aug. 31 the National Philopto-
chos approved a $30,000 disbursement 
to International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) as an immediate and 
initial contribution to benefit victims. 
As the needs of the communities are 
better identified in the coming weeks 
and months, Philoptochos will contin-
ue to provide aid and comfort locally 
with hands-on support on the ground 
and nationally with additional support.   
Since 2004, National Philoptochos has 

distributed over $600,000 around the 
world to victims of disasters, includ-
ing:

- Floods in Iowa, Nashville, Paki-
stan, Mississippi, Serbia, Louisiana, 
West Virginia, and Texas

- Earthquakes in Haiti, Nepal, and 
Mytiline in Greece

- Florida Hurricanes, Hurricane 
Katrina, Hurricane Sandy, and Hurri-
cane Matthew

- Fires in Greece and San Fran-
cisco

- Tsunami in Japan
- Taiphoon in Hong Kong
- Tornado at Ionian village
- The October Philoptochos chap-

ter commitment for the National 
Philoptochos Emergency Fund makes 
it possible for Philoptochos to respond 
with immediate aid when disasters 
strike. 

Contributions to the National 
Philoptochos Emergency Fund can be 
placed at: http://bit.ly/1MpMsF3.

The stewards of the Greek Ortho-
dox Ladies Philoptochos Society, com-
mitted to making a difference in the 
world, are limitless in their compassion 
for serving the victims of disasters. 
Once again, National Philoptochos 
answered the call in the immediate af-
termath of Hurricane Harvey’s historic 
flooding in Texas, approving a dis-
bursement of $30,000 to IOCC as an 
immediate and initial contribution to 
benefit victims.  

The rain and flooding from Hur-
ricane Harvey had not receded when 
Hurricane Irma took aim at Florida and 
the southeastern United States, once 
again inflicting historic destruction. 
Hurricane Irma was the longest lasting 
Category 5 hurricane in history with 
sustained winds of over 185 mph.

Did you know?
Fifty-five inches of rain fell in 

Texas, depositing 24.5 trillion gallons 
of rainwater on the effected areas.

This is three times the amount of 
water that Hurricane Katrina produced.

This rain would cover the entire 
contiguous 48 states with .17” of water.

In Florida, over 7 million people 
lost power.

The storm surge in Jacksonville 
caused the deepest flooding in its his-
tory.

25% of homes in the Florida Keys 
were totally destroyed.

As the needs of these communi-
ties are better identified in the coming 
weeks and months, Philoptochos will 
continue to provide aid and comfort. 
The Metropolis of Denver Philopto-
chos and the Metropolis of Atlanta 
Philoptochos have organized commit-

tees to work on the ground with IOCC 
to assess damage and to determine the 
best ways to support and benefit the 
victims, and National Philoptochos 
will continue to provide financial sup-
port. Hundreds of billions of dollars 
will be needed to help the affected ar-
eas recover from the storms.

In response to this unprecedented 
destruction, Maria Logus, National 
Philoptochos President has called upon 
Philoptochos chapters and stewards to 
assist with fund raising. Every chapter 
is being asked to hold a fundraiser in 
its community. But the task is too im-
mense to stop there. 

Philoptochos is asking every stew-
ard to join our Kindness, Compassion, 
and Coffee campaign. Small donations, 
when multiplied across the United 
States, can add up to significant funds. 
Philoptochos asks every individual 
to “Swap A Coffee for Kindness.” If 
every one of us foregoes 1-2 cups of 
coffee each week for 4 weeks, we can 
raise $500,000 for the victims. 

Your 4-week recurring dona-
tion can be placed online at http://bit.
ly/1MpMsF3.   Click on “2017 Hur-
ricane Relief” under Special Appeals.  

Please Swap A Coffee for Kind-
ness and show our brothers and sisters 
in the devastated areas that you care. 
Just as we rose to the challenge in 
2014-2016 to provide 250,000 meals 
for the hungry, ultimately exceeding 
that goal by 200%, acting together, we 
can raise $500,000 for the victims of 
the devastating hurricanes. The need is 
great, and so is your love.  

Together, we WILL make a differ-
ence.

The National Philoptochos Soci-
ety is pleased to announce that Anita 
Baglaneas Devlin, an advocate for 
addiction recovery, will be the guest 
speaker at the 16th National Philop-
tochos Children’s Medical Fund Lun-
cheon. The luncheon, which is being 
hosted by the Metropolis of New Jer-
sey Philoptochos, will take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 11 at The Venetian 
in Garfield, N.J. Ms. Devlin, and her 
son, Michael Jr., are the co-authors of 
S.O.B.E.R., a book chronicling their 
family’s journey from addiction to 
recovery.  A Greek-American and a 
daughter of a Greek Orthodox priest, 
Ms. Devlin’s compelling story dem-
onstrates that no one is immune from 
addiction and there is ‘no room for 
judgment and shame because we are 
all God’s children.’

“We are so happy to have Anita 
Baglaneas Devlin as our honored 
speaker at the Children’s Medical 
Fund Luncheon. Opioid and heroin 
addiction are sweeping across the 
country, especially in the northeast. 
This timely presentation by Anita will 

National Philoptochos Giving 
$30,000 for Hurricane Harvey Victims

More than $100,000 Given 
for Aid to Greece, Cyprus

Inclusion Ministries - A Sacred Calling

Giving Our Best at the Worst of Times

Anita Baglaneas Devlin to Speak 
at Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon

But Jesus said, 
“Suffer little children, and forbid 

them not,
 to come unto me: for of such is the 

kingdom of heaven.”
….Matthew 19:14

Children with special needs hold a 
special place in our hearts. They must 
be protected and cherished, encour-
aged and included. Yet having them in a 
church community presents challenges. 
The Metropolis of Chicago, with the 
blessing and support of His Eminence 

Metopolitan Iakovos, of Blessed Mem-
ory, and under the leadership of Pres-
vytera Toni Mihalopoulos, developed 
“Pick Up Your Cross and Follow Me,” 
a ministry of programs for children with 
special needs and their families.

Following a presentation by Pres. 
Toni during the spring National Board 
meeting in Chicago, National President 
Maria Logus added Inclusion Minis-
tries to the list of suggested projects that 
chapters might want to institute in their 

not only move us, but will also help 
us to recognize the symptoms of ad-
diction and understand treatments that 
are available for the entire family,” 
said Anastasia Michals, Metropolis of 
New Jersey Philoptochos president.

The event on Nov. 11 begins with 
a reception at 11 a.m., followed by 
the luncheon at noon, where the re-
cipients of grants and awards will be 
announced. The afternoon will also 
feature a raffle with beautiful prizes 
and our Shoppe Philoptochos with 
Philoptochos logo items for purchase. 
For more information or to purchase 
tickets, please contact  CMF2017@
philoptochos.org
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California Fires Force 
Parishioners to Evacuate

IOCC and Apostoli Expand Aid Effort 
to Greek Families Facing Historic Crisis

L-100 Donates $100,000 for 
IOCC Hurricane Harvey Relief 

Leadership 100 Chairman George 
S. Tsandikos announced that endow-
ment fund’s Executive Committee has 
unanimously approved emergency as-
sistance for Hurricane Harvey relief ef-
forts with a grant of $100,000 to IOCC 
(International Orthodox Christian Chari-
ties) in response to an appeal from Arch-
bishop Demetrios.

In an announcement issued Aug. 
30, Archbishop Demetrios stated in 
part: “In the wake of Hurricane Harvey 
that hit Texas and continues to ravage 
through neighboring states causing un-
precedented destruction, trauma and 
loss of life, we share in the pain of our 
brothers and sisters and express our soli-
darity, care and concern. Our prayers, 
however, should be accompanied by 
tangible assistance to those who are now 
in dire need.”

“Our Executive Committee re-

sponded immediately to the appeal of 
Archbishop Demetrios because Lead-
ership 100 has always been there to of-
fer assistance in time of crisis at home 
and abroad,” said George S. Tsandikos, 
Leadership 100 Chairman. “Whether for 
earthquake and fire victims in Greece or 
in the aftermath of September 11 and 
Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, Lead-
ership 100 has always had high confi-
dence in the ability of IOCC to deliver 
emergency assistance,” he added.

Hurricane Harvey has wrought 
widespread destruction in the Texas 
Gulf region, primarily in the Houston 
area, and in parts Louisiana. IOCC, an 
agency under the auspices of the Assem-
bly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of 
the United States of America, has been 
in the region since access was possible 
providing care, and will continue to be 
there for weeks and months to come.

As the Orthodox Observer was go-
ing to press, numerous fires were threat-
ening many communities in Northern 
and Southern California.

One Greek Orthodox family in 
Roseville, north of San Francisco, lost 
their home and at least 20 parishioners 
of Nativity of Christ Church in Marin 
County had to evacuate.

Fire inflicted heavy damage to an 
OCA church in that area.

On Oct. 9, Metropolitan Gerasimos 
of San Francisco issued the following 
statement:

“I share with you news of devastat-
ing fires that are affecting two major ar-
eas in California. In northern California, 
eight fires have destroyed over 1,500 
structures and 10 people have lost their 
lives. At present there is zero contain-
ment of these fires that have consumed 
over 57,000 acres. Over 20,000 residents 
in Napa, Sonoma, Santa Rosa, Calistoga 
and the surrounding areas have been 
evacuated and many wait for news re-
garding the safety of their homes.

“The Canyon Fire 2 in the Ana-
heim Hills area of southern California 

has now reached nearly 5,000 acres and 
has also forced the evacuation of over 
1,000 residents. This wind-fed wildfire 
has traveled at a rapid pace, destroying 
six homes in its path thus far. Residents 
wait and watch as this fire jumps from 
house to house, with many people in the 
area still in imminent danger.

“Our parishes are coming together 
to offer support and prayers, and we en-
courage everyone to join in personal sup-
plications to the Lord tonight, tomorrow 
and in the coming days for calm winds, 
strength for the emergency crews, and 
the ceasing of the damage and devasta-
tion to lives, homes, and jobs.

“Parishioners in both northern and 
southern California who reside in man-
datory evacuation zones are seeking ref-
uge with family, friends and fellow pa-
rishioners. We continue to monitor this 
situation and offer our prayers for their 
safekeeping and the protection. These 
consuming fires affect all of us, both 
physically and emotionally, and it will 
take our collective strength and prayers 
to sustain each other during this difficult 
time.”

BALTIMORE, Md. – In response 
to continued food insecurity in Greece, 
the Jaharis Family Foundation, Inc., 
announced a new $1 million challenge 
gift to International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) to expand its pro-
grams, implemented in partnership with 
Apostoli, the humanitarian organization 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
Athens, to offer sustainable access to 
safe and nutritious food for children, 
families, and the elderly, and providing 
relief to refugees. The gift to IOCC will 
further the work it has been doing over 
the past five years to address the critical 
health and nutritional needs emerging 
in Greece, support the development of 
agricultural cooperatives that provide 
jobs and food, and offer educational 
programs for students from low-income 
families. 

Every dollar contributed to IOCC’s 
efforts in Greece will be matched by the 
Jaharis Family Foundation, Inc., up to 
$1 million to provide fresh food, sup-
plemental food assistance, medical aid, 
support for agricultural associations, 
refugee assistance, and other relief over 
the next two years. An estimated 50,000 
vulnerable families throughout Greece 
will benefit from the program.

“Families have depleted their sav-
ings to cope, and yet their living stan-
dards have been diminished,” said 
Constantine M. Triantafilou, IOCC Ex-

ecutive Director and CEO. “The goal 
of our work in Greece is to balance the 
need to help families meet basic, imme-
diate needs while creating sustainable 
opportunities that will benefit people 
in the longer term. We’re grateful to 
the Jaharis Family Foundation for their 
generosity in being our lead partner in 
our efforts to provide humanitarian re-
lief to the most vulnerable populations 
of Greece.”

A soup kitchen in Athens run by 
Apostoli provides meals for 1,000 peo-
ple a day – the largest soup kitchen in 
Greece. Funded in part by IOCC, it is 
just one sign of the continuing hard-
ships confronted by a growing number 
of people in the country. “Apostoli and 
IOCC have worked together closely 
since 2010 responding to the deepen-
ing economic crisis in our country. The 
needs are varied, and there is almost no 
one in Greece whom the crisis hasn’t 
touched,” remarked Kostis Dimtsas, 
General Director of Apostoli. Facing 
mass joblessness, wage cuts, and high-
er taxes, Greek families trying to cope 
with the lingering economic depression 
– the worst in the last 100 years – have 
tapped into savings, and many families 
lack reliable access to a sufficient quan-
tity of affordable, nutritious food.

To learn more about donating to 
further assist Greece, visit: www.iocc.
org/Greece.

Subscribe online 
Recognizing that many people now receive their information 
online, and in our continuing efforts to make news more 
easily accesible, you may opt-in to receive the Orthodox 
Observer online edition. When subscribing you will receive 
your newspaper by email only. To opt-in send an email to: ob-
serveronline@goarch.org. Include your name, as it appears, 
along with the five or six digit number below the word DIGIT 
on your label. Allow 3-4 months for the change.
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Religious Education

by Fr. Anton Vrame

Sunday school is perhaps the single 
largest program in the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America. On a national 
level, assuming 550 parishes with an av-
erage of 30 students per Sunday school 
program (and that’s probably a conser-
vative number), on any given Sunday, 
there are 16,500 young people in class-
es. Assuming five teachers per parish, 
on any given Sunday, there are 2,750 
adult teachers. Add the approximately 
700 clergy in the Archdiocese, on any 
given Sunday there almost 20,000 peo-
ple involved in handing forward the Or-
thodox Christian Faith.

So many people seem to be highly 
critical or doubtful about this mainstay 
of parish life. So it might seem coun-
terintuitive to praise Sunday Church 
school. The cures for what ails the pro-
gram are many, ranging from dropping 
it altogether to finding ways to make 
teachers and students accountable for 
what’s being taught and learned there. 
There’s room for debate about the best 
way the Church can hand forward its 
Faith and Way of Life to another gener-
ation. There’s room for discussion about 
what’s important for someone to know, 
to believe, and to do (three classic edu-
cational categories) as a member of the 
Church. Scholars in the academic disci-
pline of religious education study and 
discuss these questions. So do clergy, 
pastoral leaders, seminarians, and the 
teachers who minister in the program, as 
well as the parents of the students them-
selves.

But as the discussion continues – 
and this discussion has been going on 
for decades – consider some of what 
Sunday Church school provides.

Sunday Church school builds a 
community and advances the parish and 
wider Church. Sunday Church school 
prepares a group of Orthodox Christians 
to work together by building their rela-
tionships with one another. It provides 
the learners with a place to study and 
hold conversations that matter about top-
ics of Faith, moving beyond feelings and 
into reasoned discussion that revolves 
around the sources of Orthodoxy: Scrip-
ture, liturgy, theological writings. In a 
regular and systematic manner, these 
sources are introduced into the lives of 
learners. It can raise questions that will 
last for a lifetime.

Sunday Church school is a model 
of hospitality for the rest of the parish 
to emulate. Dedicated teachers, usually 
parents of students, welcome children 
and teenagers into their classes, even 
if they have not been in attendance the 
week before, or for weeks at a time (un-
fortunately, this is common). We say 
that parishes should be welcoming en-
vironments. We even try to teach hospi-

tality! But hospitality is being modeled 
Sunday after Sunday.

Sunday Church school continues 
to teach liturgical awareness and sacra-
mental participation. Many years ago, 
Orthodox religious educators began to 
teach that children and families should 
be attending the divine services, pay-
ing attention to what was going on in 
those services, and participating in the 
sacraments as often as possible. It’s 
been a huge success, to the point that we 
complain about the long lines and have 
now witnessed the development of the 
diaconate, if only to shorten those lines 
(and we are now learning that deacons 
can do so much more than administer 
Holy Communion).

Sunday Church school is a place 
where one’s Orthodox Christian iden-
tity can be informed, formed, and trans-
formed. The “given-ness” of one’s 
religious identity cannot be taken for 
granted. In a “classroom,” and I put 
this in quotes to remind us that there are 
many places where we learn, informa-
tion can be shared and experiences can 
be explored. Simply, a classroom is a 
good place to discuss, “this is what we 
do and this is why we do it, making us 
who we are.”

There are issues, of course. Parental 
involvement needs to be increased. We 
need to better equip those who teach. As 
parents are often teachers, more efforts 
at adult education are needed. Even a 
regular discussion between the priest 
and teachers would be a good place to 
start. 

There are issues related to “losing” 
our youth. Some of them are demo-
graphic. There have been fewer children 
born into our families. But there have 
been over 160,000 baptisms in the last 
twenty-five years in the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, meaning that 
there is a potential pool of that many 
young people under 25 or so in our par-
ishes. There are issues with younger 
people in the US generally abandoning 
organized religion. The question is, how 
can we engage young people in Church 
life over a lifetime? On this point, there 
needs to be a recognition that there is 
no magic bullet for retaining people in 
our parishes, building a congregation of 
faithful, and advancing the mission of 
the Church in the world. Camp, more 
videos, or technological use are effec-
tive but still can’t replace sustained face-
to-face work.

The discussion should continue 
about the ways we teach, the resources 
we use, and more involving critique and 
edification so that we may successfully 
hand forward the Orthodox Faith and 
Way of Life.

Fr. Vrame is director of the Archdio-
cese Department of Education.

own parishes with the support of their 
parish priest. National Philoptochos has 
assembled a list of resources for chap-
ters to use in developing their programs. 
These are available at for download at: 
http://philoptochos.org/outreach/proj-

ects/inclusion-ministries.
Several parishes around the coun-

try offer Special Needs Liturgies once 
monthly. These liturgies are dedicated 
to families with members with special 
needs and are a safe place for families 
to worship together without fear of criti-
cism.

Inclusion Ministries - A Sacred Calling

In Praise of Sunday Church School

  from page 7

Double the Impact 
for Families in Greece

YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN GREECE SUCH AS:
• Providing essential food for families 

and the elderly

• Creating sustainable agricultural jobs

• Delivering critical medical supplies 
for Greek hospitals

• Helping youth learn and develop 
new skills

• Giving aid to refugees

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX 
CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

PLEASE GIVE FOR GREECE TODAY:

iocc.org/GiveForGreece

THE 

JAHARIS FAMILY FOUNDATION, INC., 
has generously offered to match all gifts to 

IOCC’s Give for Greece program up to $1 million
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Ordinations to the 
Diaconate

Thornbury, Zachary, by Metropol-
itan Alexios of Atlanta at St. George 
Church, Greenville, S.C. 04/23/17

Felactu, Athanasios, Metropolitan 
Gerasimos of San Francisco, St. Kath-
erine Church, Redondo Beach, Calif. 
04/30/17

Kolentsas, Christopher, Metropol-
itan Gerasimos, St. Sophia Cathedral, 
Los Angeles 05/14/17

Ramos, Seraphim, Metropoli-
tan Gerasimos, Holy Cross Chapel, 
Brookline, Mass. 05/21/17

Genovezos, George, Metropolitan 
Isaiah of Denver, St. John the Baptist 
Church, Euless, Texas 06/05/17

Houpos, Andreas, Bishop Ando-
nios of Phasiane, St. Nicholas Shrine 
Church, Flushing, NY 06/17/17

Carros, John, Metropolitan Alexios 
of Atlanta, Annunciation Church, 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 06/18/17

Trumpower, Constantine, Metro-
politan Gerasimos, St. John the Baptist 
Church, Anaheim, Calif. 08/05/17

Ordinations to 
the Priesthood

Dn. Athanasios Felactu, Metropol-
itan Gerasimos, Holy Cross Church, 
Belmont, Calif. 05/28/17

Dn. Christopher Kolentsas, Met-
ropolitan Gerasimos, St. Sophia Ca-
thedral, Los Angeles 06/11/17

Dn. Seraphim Ramos,  Metropoli-
tan Gerasimos,  St. John the Baptist 
Church,  Las Vegas, Nevada, 06/18/17

Dn. David Henderson, Metropoli-
tan Isaiah, St. John the Baptist, Craig, 
Colo. 06/24/17

Dn. Zachary Thornbury – Metro-
politan Alexios, Holy Trinity Church, 
Raleigh, N.C. 06/24/17

Dn. Panagiotis Hasiakos, Bishop 
Demetrios of Mokissos, Holy Apostles 
Church, Westchester, Ill. 06/30/17

Dn. Andreas  Houpos, Archbish-
op Demetrios,  St. Nicholas Church, 
Flushing, N.Y. 07/16/17

Dn. Nicholas Mueller, Metro-
politan Gerasimos, St. Anna Church,     
Roseville, Calif 07/25/17 

Dn. Constantine Trumpower, Met-
ropolitan Gerasimos, St. John the Bap-
tist Church, Anaheim, Calif. 08/06/17

Fr. Dean Kouldukis - Office of 
Protopresbyter, bestowed by Metro-
politan Gerasimos of San Francisco 
03/05/17

Fr. Thomas Alatzakis - Office of 
Confessor, bestowed by Bishop Deme-
trios of Mokissos 03/12/17

Assignments
Fr. Anton Frunza, St. George 

Church, High Point, N.C.  04/17/17
Fr. Sava Leida, Holy Transfigura-

tion Church, Sioux Falls, S.D. 04/25/17
Fr. Athanasios Felactu, Holy 

Cross Church, Belmont 05/20/17
Fr. James Honeycutt, St. George 

Church, Bloomfield Hills, MI 07/01/17
Dn. Andreas Houpos, St. Nicholas 

Shrine Church, Flushing, NY 06/15/17
Fr. Nicolas Kazarian, St. Spyridon 

Church, New York, NY 06/01/17
Fr. Thomas Newlin, Annunciation 

Cathedral, Houston 06/01/17

V. Rev. Fr. George Nikas, Holy 
Trinity Cathedral/Prophet Elias 
Church, Salt Lake City 06/01/17

Dn. Seraphim Ramos, St. John 
the Baptist Church, Las Vegas, NV 
06/01/17

Fr. Matthew Swehla, St. John the 
Baptist Church, Las Vegas 06/15/17

Fr. Christopher Xanthos, Holy 
Apostles Church, Cheyenne, Wyo. 
06/15/17

Fr. Theodore Dorrance, St. Cath-
erine Church, Greenwood Village, 
Colo.  07/01/17

Fr. David Henderson, St. John the 
Baptist, Craig, Colo. 07/01/17

Fr. Nicholas Jonas, Holy Trinity 
Church, Chicago 07/15/17

Fr. Ignatios Achlioptas, Transfig-
uration Church of Christ Church, Mat-
tituck, N.Y. 08/01/17

Fr. Constantine Makrinos, St. 
George Church, New Britain, Conn. 
08/01/17

Fr. William Redmon, Panagia 
Pantovasilissa Church, Lexington, Ky. 
08/01/17

Fr. Constantine Trumpower, St. 
John the Baptist Church, Anaheim, 
Calif. 08/07/17

Fr. Christopher Constantinides, 
Cathedral of St. Paul, Hempstead, 
N.Y. 09/01/17

Fr. Gregory Gilbert, St. Demetrios 
Church, Upper Darby, Pa. 09/01/17

Fr. George Kouzelis, St. Deme-
trios Church, Union, N.J.  09/01/17

Fr. John Sakellariou, Annun-
ciation Church, Muskegon, Mich.  
09/01/17

Offikia
Fr. James Retelas, Office of 

Protopresbyter, bestowed by Metro-
politan Gerasimos 03/25/17

Fr. John Wallace, Office of Con-
fessor, bestowed by Metropolitan 
Alexios 04/09/17

Fr. Nicholas Bekris, Office of 
Confessor, bestowed by Metropolitan 
Gerasimos 05/23/17

Fr. James Honeycutt – Office of 
Confessor, bestowed by Metropolitan 
Nicholas of Detroit 06/18/17

Fr. Robert J. O’Loughlin, Office 
of Confessor, bestowed by Metropoli-
tan Alexios 07/16/17

Fr. Joseph Collins, Office of 
Economos, bestowed by Archbishop 
Demetrios 08/13/17

Retired Clergy
Fr. James Dokos 04/01/17
Fr. Angelo C. Pappas 07/23/17
Fr. James T. Bogiatzis  08/01/17
Fr. Dionysios Listerman-Vierling 

08/01/17

Receptions
Fr. Sava Leida, April 25, 2017 

(from the Antiochian Orthodox Chris-
tian Archdiocese of North America)

Fr. Nicolas Kazarian/May 29, 
2017 (from the Greek Orthodox Met-
ropolitanate of France)

Fr. John Brown/June 6, 2017 
(from the Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica)

Fr. John A. Peck, August 23, 2017 
(from the Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica)

CLERGY UPDATE

2017 has proved to be a year of 
changes. This past year Archdiocese 
established The Office of Development 
Department.  While many people con-
sider the Office of Development the 
“Fundraising Department,” it is much 
more than asking people for donations.

Inspired to be the Voice of Christ 
in a changing world, the Office of De-
velopment invites all to share their God 
given gifts gratefully, responsibly, joy-
fully and charitably to help build the 
Kingdom of God.  Asking people to 
share their resources with the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese is an invitation 
to help spread the Orthodox Christian 
Faith in America. The Department’s 
many initiatives provide people with the 
opportunity to fully commit to the Gos-
pel’s call to stewardship.  

The Development Program in-
cludes initiatives focused on strength-
ening and maintaining current and new 
donor relationships. Operational dona-
tion procedures have been implemented 
with the highest standards that adhere 
to the Association of Fundraising Pro-
fessionals Code of Ethical Standards. 
The Department created faith based 
fundraising initiatives including annual 
giving program, major gifts program, 
planned giving program, national ve-
hicle donation program, direct mail, 
digital marketing, online donations, and 
donor advised funds.

Building, maintaining, and stre-
ngthening working relationships with 
the National Ministry Departments is 
imperative to achieving successful de-
velopment initiatives.  Our Archdiocese 
responds to the spiritual needs of the lo-

cal parishes through the National Min-
istries. Providing programs and services 
through National Ministries, the Arch-
diocese offers resources beyond those 
of any single parish could make avail-
able on their own. It would be financial-
ly impossible for an individual parish to 
duplicate the scope of work provided by 
our National Ministries. By having the 
Archdiocese coordinate these programs, 
we eliminate the duplication of services, 
and save both time and money for the 
local parishes. 

The Director of Development 
works to bring people interested in a 
particular program closer to the minis-
try.  Financial support helps strengthen 
the National Ministries and new proj-
ects that are vital to the spiritual needs 
of our clergy, parishes, families, your 
neighbors, and you.  Donations to the 
Archdiocese are essential for the growth 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica. 

The Office of Development under-
stands the challenges of raising funds in 
the parishes. For this reason, resources 
are being developed to assist priests and 
parish council members.  Presentations, 
materials, and templates in the areas of 
capital campaigns, donor relationships, 
planned giving, and endowments will 
help strengthen your parishes, provided 
by the Department without fees.  Please 
contact the Department anytime you 
need advice or have fundraising ques-
tions.  The Director of Development is 
happy to assist your parish. 

God calls all of us to be good care-
takers of all that He has given us.  Shar-
ing your time, talents, and treasures 
with your local parish and Metropolis is 
a beautiful act of Christian stewardship.  

Office of Development Promotes Church Mission
by Nikki Margarites
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Questions about safety are rife at the 
World Trade Center in lower Manhat-
tan because of the site’s unique history 
and the sheer number of people there on 
any given day. To get inside the heads of 
garden-variety pickpockets and those with 
darker motives, the Port Authority of New 
York & New Jersey, which owns the site, 
has integrated an array of security features.

Some—sally ports, credentialing 
booths, street bollards—are visible, while 
others, delineated in classified documents, 
are known only to a few. To quantify these 
efforts in another way: from the 2015 op-
erating budget of $2.9 billion, about $800 
million will be spent on security. Patrick J. 
Foye, the Port’s executive director, agrees 
that it is “a shockingly high number, but 
given the demands of the 9/11 world, not 
surprising.”

Perhaps the best indication, however, 
of the extent of these precautions is the 
presence of St. Nicholas National Shrine, 
the diminutive Greek Orthodox church 
that is now under construction above the 
site’s most dangerous spot, the subterra-
nean Vehicle Security Center, where all 
entering vehicles are screened for explo-
sives.

Moreover, St. Nicholas is the only 
religious structure at the Trade Center, 
now reconstructed after the original build-
ings were destroyed in the attack. When 
it’s completed in 2018, the church will be 
open to the public seven days a week, a 
place for believers and nonbelievers alike. 
Greek Orthodox rites, which typically in-
volve outdoor processionals, will continue 
here, where the role and presence of reli-
gion has been deeply contested.

Clearly, for many reasons, the church 
is vulnerable. This does not trouble Fr. 
Alexander Karloutsos, protopresbyter 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and also 
a Port Authority chaplain. “We believe 
in the resurrection, so to be concerned 
about location would be antithetical to 
our faith,” he says. “Everybody knows the 
word xenophobia, a Greek word, which 
is fear of a stranger. Well, there’s another 
Greek word, philoxenia, which is the love 
of the stranger. This church will be one 
of philoxenia, and people will always be 
able to come and be embraced, affirmed, 
and supported.”

In late 2016 a temporary Justinian 
cross was installed atop St. Nicholas’s 
dome, the first overtly religious symbol at 
ground zero. Steven Plate, who directed 
World Trade Center construction for the 
Port Authority, reiterated that inclusivity, 
welcoming all denominations and creeds.

The church’s privileged location 
relative to the overall site was decided 
after years of litigation. The original St. 
Nicholas was founded in 1916 at 155 Ce-
dar Street in a row house that was once a 
tavern. The church, one of four Christian 
houses of worship near the Trade Center, 

was the only one destroyed on September 
11, crushed when the South Tower fell.

Because the Port Authority needed 
the Cedar Street parcel and its air rights 
for the Vehicle Security Center, the parish 
agreed to move.

However, years passed as the agency 
and the church negotiated where to locate 
the new sanctuary and how much the au-
thority would contribute to its rebuilding. 
Finally, in 2011, the archdiocese swapped 
its Cedar Street site for the Liberty Street 
location, and agreed to a smaller church. 
The Port bore the expense of construct-
ing the church’s platform and founda-
tions; the church paid for costs from the 
platform up. Santiago Calatrava won the 
competition to design the church in 2012. 
Construction began in 2014.

Wisely, Calatrava did not seek to 
compete with the Trade Center’s other 
signature structures, including his own 
Transportation Hub, all of them virtuosic 
displays of technology. Instead, his design 
is distinguished by its simplicity. Cala-
trava mined the distant past for its forms 
and inspiration. The church—a circular 
domed building bracketed by four tow-
ers—combines elements of two landmark 
churches in Istanbul: the Hagia Sophia 
and the Church of St. Saviour in Chora 
(also known by its Turkish name, Kariye 
Camii), a cultural treasure second only to 
the Hagia Sophia. Calatrava’s design syn-
thesizes the structural, historical, theologi-
cal bases of these earlier churches and, ap-
propriately at this location, melds Eastern 
and Western symbolism.

The structure is a double-wall con-
struction. The exterior concrete walls are 
sheathed in glass panels that contain thin 
sheets of white Pentelic marble, quar-
ried in Greece. At night, illuminated by 
LEDs, the marble becomes translucent 
and glows. During the day, the church ap-
pears to have been cut from solid stone. 
Just over 48 feet in diameter, the dome 

is scalloped with 40 ribs. It is supported 
by the corner towers, which also provide 
ventilation and house mechanical systems 
for the church and lower garage. Forty 
clerestory windows, echoing those at the 
Hagia Sophia, bring sunlight inside. Clear 
glass windows on the eastern and western 
sides invite in additional light. There are 
no windows on the south or north sides. 
The design encourages the act of turning 
inward, rather than outward, for solace 
and strength.

The church fulfills two roles: It oper-
ates as a regular parish, conducting week-
ly services, as well as baptisms, weddings, 
and ordinations. Secondly, the Greek Or-
thodox Church of America has designated 
it a National Shrine, signaling its larger 
significance.

Planters define the park’s pathways 
and subtly direct pedestrian traffic. Their 
angular, fractal shapes are a nod to the 
fractured aesthetic of Daniel Libeskind’s 
2003 WTC master plan.

While St. Nicholas owns the church 
building, everything just outside that struc-
ture is a public park, which anyone, includ-
ing the parish, can use. This is noteworthy 
in light of the importance of processionals 
in Orthodox liturgy. On Good Friday, for 
instance, church members mourn the cru-
cified Christ by carrying a flower-covered 
coffin through the streets. Again, Fr. Alex 
is not worried about how New Yorkers 
will respond to these displays, pointing 
out that free religious expression is a tenet 
of the American democracy.

St. Nicholas’s hospitality will include 
and welcome the stranger. In fact, the par-
ish is singularly proud that Greek Ortho-
doxy, a religious super-minority in the 
US, has been called to be the sole religious 
presence at the Trade Center.

Mark Arey, who helped coordinate 
the competition to design the church, says, 
“It somehow seems appropriate to me that 
the path forward should go to a real mi-

nority in the culture. Let the minority build 
it, let the minority share with the majority, 
and show that there is a place for every-
body in our culture.”

The church sits on Liberty Park, an 
elevated precinct that stretches the length 
of the 16-acre site and overlooks the me-
morial plaza. Conceived as a colorful 
camouflage and green roof for the security 
garage beneath it, it had to accommodate 
both garage and church. The Downtown 
Streetscape Partnership (DSP, a joint 
venture of AECOM and Jacobs Inc.), in 
collaboration with the Port Authority, 
designed the park. The design locates St. 
Nicholas on a stone base so that it appears 
to be built on a plateau, reminiscent of 
how churches are sited on Mediterranean 
hillsides.

Although Calatrava wanted to elimi-
nate the park altogether so the church 
would sit on a flat plaza, the park design-
ers agreed to a curved forecourt in front 
of the church. Another task was siting 
and disguising five aboveground ventila-
tion shafts that service the lower garage; 
typically, such shafts are a security night-
mare, since people can throw things into 
them. To make them feel intentional, DSP 
treated them as architectural features, and 
not something to hide with, say, landscap-
ing. The two vents by the church are clad 
in matte glass that magnifies the greenery 
around it.

St. Nicholas has established a dedi-
cated security committee that will liaise 
with New York City and Port Author-
ity police departments to develop specific 
safety parameters for the church before it 
opens.

All buildings on the site are continu-
ously monitored from several angles by 
EarthCam webcams, which yield high-
resolution images up to a gigapixel in 
size. A security measure, the webcams 
also allow client and contractor to observe 
jobsite activity and to visually document 
construction over time. Such footage 
stimulates fundraising as well, inspiring 
patrons and would-be patrons to track the 
church’s progress.

Both beacon and blessing, St. Nicho-
las anchors the World Trade Center, trans-
muting its sad past into future hope. Ris-
ing amid a vast commercial enterprise, it 
illuminates eternal, sometimes dissonant 
truths—us versus them, light versus dark-
ness, wholeness versus brokenness—with 
forceful simplicity.

The writer serves on Faith&Form’s 
editorial advisory board and is the author 
of “One World Trade Center: Biography 
of the Building” (2016),www.onewtcbook.
com, from which portions of this article, 
originally titled “Protecting Sacred Space 
at the World Trade Center,” were excerpt-
ed. Her article appeared in Faith & Form, 
Issue 50.1, and is used by permission. web 
address: www.faithandform.com.

by Judith Dupre

The Extensive Security Precautions at the Church/Shrine

Orthodox Observer photo
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4th Annual National Conference on 
Orthodox Christian Schools Held in Illinois

St. Photios Shrine Essay Contest
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - The St. 

Photios Foundation Inc., invites all 13-
19 year olds to submit a 1,000 word 
researched and written essay to the St. 
Photios Essay Committee for consider-
ation in the 2017 contest.

The two theme choices this year 
are: “there are many historic and sa-
cred sites throughout the world. What 
makes St. Photios Greek Orthodox Na-
tional Shrine a historic and significant 
site for Greek Orthodox Christians?

The second topic is: “every Ameri-
can (other than those born of a Native 
American father and mother) born in 
the United States can trace their fam-
ily’s history to an ancestor who came 
to America from a foreign country. 
Compare and contrast your family’s 
immigrant history with the immigrant 
history of the New Smyrna Colonists 

of 1768.
The Committee accepts submis-

sions through Dec. 31, 2017. The com-
mittee sends blind copies of the essays 
to three judges on Jan. 3. The essays are 
ranked and returned to the committee 
by Jan. 25. Certificates of Participation 
are sent for signature to Archbishop 
Demetrios. Results will be posted Feb. 
1, 2018.

Prizes are awarded to the top three 
essays. First place - $500, second place 
-$250 and third place - $100.

The essay program is supported 
through the estate of Kathie D’Anna.  
The essays become the property of St. 
Photios National Shrine. Submit essays 
with a cover page that includes name, 
e-mail address, physical address, phone 
number and home parish where you 
worship.

The Office of Development encourages you to continue your stewardship faith-
fully.  We also ask you to prayerfully consider adding the Archdiocese and National 
Ministries to your stewardship.   

To learn more about how you can serve Christ by making a difference by di-
rectly supporting one or more of the Archdiocese’s National Ministries please con-
tact Nikki Soteropoulos Margarites, Director of Development at 212-774-0276 or 
nmargarites@goarch.org or www.goarch.org.

Office of Development  Promotes Church Mission

Lake Access Improved at Wis. Retreat Center

  from page 10

A RCHDIOCESE  NEWS

Donation Supports Military Bibles
NEW YORK - The Archdiocese 

has received a generous donation of-
fered by John C. Tsunis in memory of 
his parents, Sgt. Charles and Evangeline 
Tsunis for the reprinting of the Pocket 
Military Bibles.

The $25,000 gift will underwrite 
the cost of the Bibles so they may be 
given to men and women in active ser-
vice and to veterans free of charge. The 
Military Bible is available through the 
Department of Religious Education.

In presenting the generous gift, Mr. 
Tsunis stated, “I am honored to remem-
ber my parents, Sgt. Charles and Evan-
geline Tsunis and, in a small way, to 
support all of the service men and wom-
en, and the veterans, by underwriting 
such a worthy program.  It is our prayer 
that the Military Bible will be opened 
often for prayer and comfort.”  Mr. Tsu-
nis, Esq., is Chairman and CEO of Gold 
Coast Bank and is a member of numer-

ous Boards in the New York area.   Mr. 
and Mrs. Tsunis reside in Long Island, 
NY with their family and are members 
of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, 
Port Jefferson, NY.   

This pocketsize RSV Bible includes 
daily prayers, a page to list the living 
and the deceased for prayer, color icons 
and a devotional piece on the Ten Com-
mandments and integrity in military ser-
vice.  If you are a service member or a 
veteran and would like to receive a com-
plimentary Military Bible please contact 
the Department of Religious Education 
at religioused@goarch.org.     

For more ways to support the Na-
tional Ministries of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese please contact Nikki Sote-
ropoulos Margarites, Director of the Of-
fice of Development, at 212-774-0276 
or email development@goarch.org.

To order Military Bibles for your-
self or someone you know please con-
tact Fr. Tony Vrame at the Department 
of Religious Education, 646-519-6300. 

by Nikki Margarites

Site Development begins
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UNIONDALE, N.Y. – St. Michael’s Home launched Phase One of the renovation of its future site in this 
Nassau County Long Island community on Monday, June 12, with asbestos abatement and interior 
demolition work for its expansion project. The previous Saturday, Archbishop Demetrios, assisted 
by Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, director of St. Michael’s, officiated at an agiasmos service at the 
facility. Also attending were several St. Michael’s board members. This is a partial view of the new 
facility, a former Roman Catholic nursing home. Phase Two is anticipated to start in late fall with 
completion estimated in about two years.

Metropolis NewsArchdiocese News

DES PLAINES, Ill: - St John 
the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
and Guardian Angel Orthodox Day 
School hosted the 4th annual Na-
tional Conference on Orthodox 
Christian Schools on Aug. 11-12.

More than 100 participants from 
27 schools in 11 states and Albania 
and Estonia gathered with the hope 
that each would leave the conference 
not only with practical knowledge 
and skills, but additionally with new 
energy to continue the challenging 
but blessed work of building up Or-
thodox Christian schools.

The conference title, “First 
Things First: The Priority of Or-
thodox Christian Education,” was 
inspired by the recommendation 
of Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, 
to use the following quote from St 
John Chrysostom to guide their ef-
forts:

“With us everything should be 
secondary compared to our concern 
with children and their upbringing 
in the instruction and teaching of the 
LORD.”

Fr. John Rallis, pastor of host St 
John the Baptist Church, welcomed 
the participants. He was followed by 
the keynote speaker, Bryan Smith of 
Texas.

Smith introduced himself as 
having “been in education now for 
about 30 years.”

He originally started as a teach-
er, then held a variety of administra-
tive jobs. He became a headmaster 
and spent most hos his career in pri-
vate Christian schools. Most recent-
ly he joined a group that operates 
charter schools in two states.

He stated that, “We wish to see 
multiple Orthodox schools in every 
major city of this nation that will 
support the life of Orthodox Chris-
tians, bring the faith to new gen-
erations, and engage our culture in 
all its most profound assumptions. 
Orthodox schools working together 
from their own theological roots 
and according to best practices will 
assume a prominent position in 
the field of education—as the best 
schools academically and culturally 
for students of any background.”

He continued, “We hold some-
thing precious to pass on to another 
generation of American Christians. 
We have something true, unchang-
ing, and life-giving to impart to a na-
tion rich with goodwill but impover-
ished by materialism and narcissism. 
Schools are one of the ways that we 
can leaven the lump of our society. 
We all hope to incline our students 
toward Christ, to prepare them to 
live well in this world, and to share 
our faith with a generation looking 
for stability in the shifting sands of 
the American cultural landscape.”

KANSASVILLE, Wis. - The St. 
Iakovos Retreat center recently com-
pleted construction of a pier on Friend-
ship Lake to accommodate those enter-
ing from the waterfront on the retreat 
center’s property. The pier, nearly 50 
yards away from the Tomaras Lodge 
(the main building) is multifunctional; 
whether you would like to sit and soak 
up the sun or relax in the middle of the 
water on a kayak.

Ernie Karras (Kapt’n Karras), a 
retreat center trustee, the generous do-
nor and engineer of the entire project, 
oversaw the pier’s construction and 
completion or as it is also called,  the 
marina. The 85-foot-long pier current-
ly houses two canoes, two kayaks, two 
row boats, two paddle boats, as well as 
a fishing area.

The addition of the pier enhances 
the relaxing and serene experience one 
receives during their stay at the St Ia-
kovos Retreat Center. With both the 

pier opening in 2018 and the start of 
the programs ministry, the retreat cen-
ter serves as a central and multipurpose 
facility.

The retreat center has hosted three 
summers of Fanari, Midwest OCF 
College Conference, Ancient Faith 
Ministry retreats, and many other na-
tional and local programs and events. 
With the rapid growth came growth of 
the staff. The retreat center now has 
five full time employees including a 
programs and marketing coordinator 
whose role is to lead the initiative of 
the new programs ministry.

The 2018 calendar will include a 
couples retreat, parish council retreat, 
mother/daughter retreat, young at heart 
retreat, and father/son retreat bringing 
unity and spiritual growth to the faith-
ful of the metropolis.

More information on the St Ia-
kovos Retreat Center can be found at 
www.gosirc.org.
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† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

το παρελθόν και να γίνουμε ισχυρότεροι ως 
εκκλησιαστική οικογένεια. Ενώ ο πόνος και 
η μνήμη των παρελθόντων ανεπαρκειών και 
λαθών θα μείνουν πάντα μαζί μας, εν τούτοις 
γνωρίζουμε ότι είμεθα Εκκλησία η οποία δεν 
κηρύττει απόγνωση αλλά ελπίδα. Αυτή την 
ελπίδα, ὡς ἄγκυραν ἔχομεν τῆς ψυχῆς ἀσφαλῆ 
τε καί βεβαίαν (Εβρ. 6:19), και απηχούμε τα 
εμπνευσμένα λόγια του Αποστόλου Παύλου, 
τά μέν ὀπίσω ἐπιλανθανόμενος τοῖς δέ 
ἔμπροσθεν ἐπεκτεινόμενος κατά σκοπόν 
διώκω ἐπί τό βραβεῖον τῆς ἄνω κλήσεως τοῦ 
Θεοῦ ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ (Φιλιπ. 3:13-14). Ο 
σκοπός αυτός είναι για τον κάθε ένα από εμάς 
το να ανταποκριθεί ολόψυχα στην κλήση του 
Κυρίου μας, καθώς ἀπέσταλκέ με ὁ πατήρ, 
κἀγώ πέμπω ὑμᾶς (Ἰωαν. 20:21) … οὐχ ὑμεῖς 
με ἐξελέξασθε, ἀλλ’ ἐγώ ἐξελεξάμην ὑμᾶς, 
καί ἔθηκα ὑμᾶς ἵνα ὑμεῖς ὑπάγητε καί καρπόν 
φέρητε, καί ὁ καρπός ὑμῶν μένῃ (Ἰωαν. 15:16). 
Ας έχουμε πάντα κατά νούν ότι είμεθα η 
φωνή του Χριστού σε ένα μεταβαλλόμενο και 
πληγωμένο κόσμο.

Εύχομαι  ο Πολυεύσπλαχνος και 
Παντοδύναμος Θεός να είναι μαζί μας πάντοτε, 
οδηγώντας μας εις παν έργον αγαθόν.

Μέ πατρική ἀγάπη ἐν Χριστῷ Ἀναστάντι,

Από τον Οκτώβριο του 2016 και μέχρι 
τις αρχές του 2017, Ο Σεβασμιώτατος 
Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος 
και  αξιωματούχοι  της Εκτελεστικής 
επιτροπής του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου 
πληροφορήθηκαν ότι η Αρχιεπισκοπή 
αντιμετώπιζε ένα σοβαρό και σύνθετο 
οικονομικό έλ λειμμα το οποίο ε ίχε 
δημιουργηθεί από αρκετά χρόνια.

Ταυτόχρονα, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος 
πρότεινε και το Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο 
εξέλεξε νέα ηγεσία του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου. Ο κ. Γεώργιος Τσαντίκος, 
διευθύνων σύμβουλος της εταιρείας Rocke-
feller & Company στη Νέα Υόρκη ονομάστηκε 
Αντιπρόεδρος του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου. Ο κ. Μιχαήλ Ψαρός, συνιδρυτής 
και διευθύνων σύμβουλος της εταιρείας 
KPS Capital Partners, διορίσθηκε ταμίας. 
Η κα. Κάθριν Γουόλς, επί μακρά σειρά ετών 
μέλος της Εκτελεστικής Επιτροπής και 
πρόεδρος της Νομικής Επιτροπής, ονομάστηκε 
Γραμματέας. Στις αρχές Σεπτεμβρίου 2017, 
ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος ζήτησε από τον 
Πρωτοσύγκελλο, Θεοφιλέστατο Επίσκοπο 
Φασιανής κ. Αντώνιο, να αναλάβει την θέση 
κλειδί της διοικητικής ευθύνης και εποπτείας 
μετά την παραίτηση του πρώην Εκτελεστικού 
Διευθυντή Διοικήσεως.

«Το έλλειμμα και η απροσδόκητη φύση 
του μας προκάλεσε πολύ μεγάλη έκπληξη 
και λύπη», είπε ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος. 
«Τα επώδυνα και αναπόφευκτα μέτρα 
που λαμβάνουμε για να διορθώσουμε την 
κατάσταση θα έχουν σημαντικό αντίκτυπο 
στις λειτουργίες της Αρχιεπισκοπής και 
κινούμεθα αποφασιστικά και με πεποίθηση 
για να διορθώσουμε τις αδυναμίες των 
δημοσιονομικών ελέγχων και των λειτουργιών 
που αποκαλύφθηκαν κατά την κρίση, και για 
να επανοικοδομήσουμε τα οικονομικά μας».

«Η Ιερά Επαρχιακή Σύνοδος,  η 
Εκτελεστική Επιτροπή του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου και εγώ θέλουμε ο κλήρος και 
ο λαός της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας να είναι 
απολύτως πληροφορημένοι για το τί συνέβει 
και για το τι κάνουμε ώστε να υπερβούμε τα 
προβλήματα», δήλωσε ο Σεβασμιώτατος.

Η νέα  ηγετική  ομάδα,  δ ιά  της 
γενναιοδωρίας του ταμία κ. Μιχαήλ Ψαρού, 
προσέλαβε την εταιρεία Grant Thornton, μία 
από τις μεγαλύτερες ανεξάρτητες λογιστικές 
και συμβουλευτικές εταιρείες στον κόσμο, 
να προβεί σε λεπτομερή ανασκόπηση των 
λειτουργιών της Αρχιεπισκοπής και να 
παράσχει μια έκθεση η οποία θα περιλαμβάνει 
συστάσεις για τους κατάλληλους εσωτερικούς 
ελέγχους και διαδικασίες για την δημιουργία 

ενός εκκλησιαστικού μη κερδοσκοπικού 
ιδρύματος παγκοσμίου επιπέδου.

Η τελική έκθεση θα παραληφθεί εντός 
του Οκτωβρίου 2017 και τα αποτελέσματά 
της θα γνωστοποιηθούν στην Εκτελεστική 
Επιτροπή, στο Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο και 
στο κοινό. Ο Πρωτοσύγκελλος θα εφαρμόσει 
τις συστάσεις.

Εν τω μεταξύ, η νέα ηγετική ομάδα 
άλλαξε σημαντικά ορισμένες διεργασίες 
στην Αρχιεπισκοπή και άρχισε να εφαρμόζει 
εσωτερικούς ελέγχους και διαδικασίες. 
Οι αλλαγές αυτές, που εφαρμόσθηκαν σε 
σύντομο χρονικό διάστημα θα φέρουν τάξη, 
συγκρότηση και ακεραιότητα στις λειτουργίες 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής. Ήδη έχουν ληφθεί τα 
παρακάτω μέτρα:

Θα διορισθεί νέος πρόεδρος της 
Οικονομικής Επιτροπής του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου.

Ο διευθυντής του Τμήματος Οικονομικών 
απηλλάγη των καθηκόντων του.

Η Αρχιεπισκοπή θα διορίσει μέλη σε 
Ανεξάρτητη Ελεγκτική Επιτροπή. Τα μέλη 
της ως άνω επιτροπής θα πρέπει να έχουν 
επαγγελματική εμπειρία ως πιστοποιημένοι 
δημόσιοι λογιστές (CPA) και ελεγκτές.

Έχει αρχίσει η αναζήτηση για πρόσληψη 
λογιστικής εταιρείας η οποία θα προβεί σε 

ανεξάρτητο δικανικό έλεγχο των οικονομικών 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής για τα τελευταία τρία 
χρόνια.

Ανεξάρτητος δικανικός έλεγχος των 
οικονομικών του Αγίου Νικολάου βρίσκεται 
ήδη εν εξελίξει. Δημιουργείται Ανεξάρτητη 
Επιτροπή για αυτό το σκοπό και η λογιστική 
εταιρεία Price Waterhouse Cooper έχει 
προσληφθεί.

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος διόρισε τον 
π. Σωτήριο Μπαρούντι ως Γενικό Διευθυντή 
Οικονομικών (CFO) της Αρχιεπισκοπής. Ο 
π. Μπαρούντι είναι πτυχιούχος στη διοίκηση 
επιχειρήσεων και κατέχει Masters Λογιστικής. 
Πρό του διορισμού του η Αρχιεπισκοπή δεν 
είχε θέση Γ.Δ.Ο. (CFO).

Έχει πραγματοποιηθεί μείωση του 
προσωπικού κατά περίπου 25%. Εφ’ όσον η 
οικονομική λογία παραμείνει στα περυσινά 
επίπεδα η Αρχιεπισκοπή θα μπορέσει να 
λειτουργήσει σχεδόν χωρίς έλλειμμα το 
επόμενο έτος.

Μείωση σχεδόν 25% έχει εφαρμοσθεί στα 
λειτουργικά έξοδα.

Γ ε ν ι κ ά  δ ι ο ι κ η τ ι κ ά  έ ξ ο δ α , 
συμπεριλαμβανομένων κινητών τηλεφώνων 
του προσωπικού, πιστωτικών καρτών, 
ταξιδιωτικών εξόδων έχουν μειωθεί ή και 
τελείως απαλειφθεί.

Ανακοίνωση για την Οικονομική Κατάσταση της Αρχιεπισκοπής

Μήνυμα του Σεβασμιώτατου Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου 

Προσφιλέστατοι και ευλογημένοι 
Χριστιανοί μου της Ιεράς Ελληνορθόδοξου 
Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής,

Σας χαιρετώ όλους εις το όνομα του 
Κυρίου ημών Ιησού Χριστού, ο Οποίος είναι  
τό φῶς τοῦ κόσμου (Ἰωαν. 8:12), ἡ ὁδός καί ἡ 
ἀλήθεια καί ἡ ζωή (Ἰωαν. 14:6).

Σας γράφω για να σας ενημερώσω 
με τις σωστές πληροφορίες σχετικά με 
ορισμένα σοβαρά γεγονότα που έχουν συμβεί 
τους τελευταίους μήνες. Η επικοινωνία που 
ακολουθεί βασίζεται στην ιερή οδηγία του 
Αποστόλου Παύλου ότι πρέπει να ζούμε 
ἀληθεύοντες ἐν ἀγάπῃ (Εφ. 4:15)

Εργαζόμεθα μαζί στην Ιερά Ελληνική 
Ορθόδοξο Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής επί 18 
και πλέον χρόνια. Κατά την διάρκεια αυτών 
των 18 ετών αντιμετωπίσαμε - στην άσκηση 
του ιερού μας έργου - χαρά, αγάπη, αρμονία, 
επιτεύγματα και ενότητα, αλλά και θλίψη, 
απάθεια, δυσκολίες, απομακρύνσεις και 
εχθρότητα.

Ως μέλη της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας 
η οποία είναι σῶμα Χριστοῦ (Α΄ Κορινθ. 
12:27) εργαζόμεθα με ειλικρινή αφοσίωση 
για την προώθηση στην Αμερική της 
Ορθοδόξου Χριστιανικής Πίστεως καθώς 
και των παγκοσμίων αξιών της Ελληνικής 
Παραδόσεως. Τα τελευταία 18 χρόνια έχουμε 
ένθερμα εργαστεί από κοινού ακολουθώντας 
την σωτήρια οδό της αληθείας και της ζωής 
του Ευαγγελίου. Το ίδιο χρονικό διάστημα 
διαπιστώσαμε με ευγνωμοσύνη το γεγονός 
ότι, με τη χάρη του Θεού, πραγματοποιήθηκε 

σημαντική και επαληθεύσιμη πρόοδος σε 
όλους τους τομείς της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας.

Υπήρξαν, ωστόσο, στην πορεία μας 
δύσκολες και περίπλοκες προσπάθειες, 
απροσδόκητες κοινωνικοοικονομικές 
συνθήκες και οργανωτικές ελλείψεις για 
τις οποίες πραγματικά λυπούμεθα.  Ως 
Αρχιεπισκοπή, θεωρούμε ακόμη και το 
τελευταίο δολλάριο που προσφέρεται για το 
έργο της Εκκλησίας ως ιερό.

Όπως στη διήγηση του Ευαγγελίου  κατά 
την οποία μία χήρα πτωχή έβαλε λεπτά δύο 
(Μαρκ. 12:41-44), έτσι και σήμερα η εικόνα 
της ηλικιωμένης γυναικός, η οποία αν και 
ζει με περιορισμένο εισόδημα προσφέρει 
γενναιόδωρα και εκ του υστερήματός της στην 
Εκκλησία για την διάδοση του Ευαγγελίου, 
είναι συνεχώς στο νού μας.

Ως Αρχιεπισκοπή βρεθήκαμε προσφάτως 
αντιμέτωποι με ένα αριθμό οικονομικών 
δυσκολιών και προβλημάτων και λάβαμε τα 
κατάλληλα μέτρα για τη διόρθωσή των. Ως 
συνέπεια αυτών των μέτρων, βλέπουμε ήδη 
θετικά αποτελέσματα και αποκτούμε καλύτερη 
προοπτική για το μέλλον.

Ένα πολύ σημαντικό βήμα για την 
αντιμετώπιση αυτών των προγενεστέρων 
ανεπαρκειών και ελλείψεων είναι η πολύ 
καλύτερη ρύθμιση και συστημική ενίσχυση 
της διοικητικής και οικονομικής διαχειρίσεως 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής.

Πολλοί από εσάς μπορεί να γνωρίζετε 
ότι στην μακράς διαρκείας ζωή της Εκκλησίας, 
ακόμη και κατά την «χρυσή εποχή» της 

Πατερικής περιόδου και την εποχή των επτά 
Οικουμενικών Συνόδων υπήρξαν συνεχώς 
πολλές θεολογικές, πολιτικές κοινωνικές 
και οικονομικές δυσκολίες προκαλώντας 
σύγχυση, πόνο και σοβαρή ανησυχία. Μήπως 
οι δυσκολίες εκείνες εμπόδισαν το Άγιο Πνεύμα 
να δράσει διά της Εκκλησίας; Όχι. Μήπως 
εμπόδισαν την διάδοση του Ευαγγελίου; Όχι. 
Μάλλον οι εποχές εκείνες χαρακτηρίστηκαν 
από καταπληκτική πρόοδο και δυναμική 
ανάπτυξη της Εκκλησίας. Παρομοίως και 
σήμερα, παρά τις παρούσες δυσκολίες τις 
οποίες αντιμετωπίζει η Αρχιεπισκοπή μας, 
δεν υπάρχει καμία αμφιβολία ότι πρόκειται 
για ένα περιορισμένο χρονοδιάγραμμα. Ένα 
χρονοδιάγραμμα το οποίο δεν μας εμποδίζει 
καθ’ οιονδήποτε τρόπο από το να εργαζόμεθα 
εντατικά ανταποκρινόμενοι πλήρως στις 
προκαθορισμένες υποχρεώσεις μας και στην 
κλήση μας να προσφέρουμε ως Ορθόδοξοι 
Χριστιανοί το πλήρες, γνήσιο και σωτήριο 
μήνυμα του Ευαγγελίου του Χριστού.

Ζούμε σε μία εποχή που χαρακτηρίζεται 
ως εποχή απουσίας της αληθείας, συγχύσεως 
και αποπροσανατολισμού. Καλούμεθα 
επειγόντως να αντιμετωπίσουμε αυτή την 
πρόκληση και να εκπληρώσουμε την ιερή 
αποστολική μας κλήση προσφέροντας αγάπη 
και αλήθεια εν ονόματι του Κυρίου ημών Ιησού 
Χριστού. Τώρα είναι ο καιρός να συνεχίσουμε 
πυρετωδώς το έργο μας από κοινού για το 
παρόν και το μέλλον της Ιεράς Ελληνικής 
Ορθοδόξου Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής. Εν’ όψει 
όσων έχουν συμβεί, πρέπει να διδαχθούμε από 

Προς το Πλήρωμα της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής
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  του Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού

Ο Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου κυρός Ιάκωβος.

Εκοιμήθη εν Κυρίω ο Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου Ιάκωβος

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή 
Αμερικής πενθεί για την εις Κύριον εκδημία 
του Σεβασμιωτάτου Μητροπολίτου Σικάγου 
κυρού Ιακώβου ο οποίος απεβίωσε το εσπέ-
ρας της 2ας Ιουνίου, στο Νοσοκομείο Weiss 
Memorial Hospital του Σικάγου μετά από 
ξαφνική και σύντομη ασθένεια.

Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμε-
ρικής κ. Δημήτριος με βαθιά θλίψη ανήγγειλε 
εκ μέρους της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου την 
εκδημία του αγαπητού Ιεράρχου Μητροπολί-
του Σικάγου Ιακώβου.

Σύμφωνα με το άρθρο 12, του Καταστατι-
κού Χάρτη της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής, 
ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος, κατόπιν συνεν-
νοήσεως με την Ιερά Επαρχιακή Σύνοδο, όρισε 
τοποτηρητή τον Σεβ. Μητροπολίτη Ντιτρόϊτ κ. 
Νικόλαο έως την εκλογή διαδόχου.

Μετά την αναγγελία του θανάτου του 
Μητροπολίτου Ιακώβου ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
Δημήτριος δήλωσε: «Με την εκδημία εις Κύ-
ριον του αειμνήστου Μητροπολίτου Σικάγου 
κυρού Ιακώβου, η Εκκλησία στην Αμερική 
στερείται ενός επιφανούς Ιεράρχου, γνωστού 
για την μεγάλη μακροχρόνια προσφορά του 
στο λαό του Θεού.

Με τον μεταστάντα Ιεράρχη με συνέδεε 
μακρά φιλία από την εποχή που είμεθα φοιτη-
ταί στην Θεολογική Σχολή του Πανεπιστημίου 
Αθηνών στα χρόνια μετά τον Β΄ Παγκόσμιο 
πόλεμο. Ήδη από την εποχή εκείνη ο αοίδιμος 
Ιεράρχης διεκρίνετο για την έντονη ευλάβειά 
του, για το εκκλησιαστικό ήθος του και την 
ιδιαίτερη αγάπη που έτρεφε προς τις ιερές 
ακολουθίες της Ορθοδόξου λειτουργικής 
παραδόσεώς μας. Πάντοτε ευγενής στους 
τρόπους, έτοιμος ν’ ακούσει τα προβλήματα, 
τις απογοητεύσεις και τους πόνους αναρίθ-
μητων ανθρώπων, δεν εδίσταζε να διαθέτει 
άφθονο χρόνο για παροχή ποιμαντικής βοη-
θείας θεραπευτικής αγωγής και πνευματικής 
καθοδηγήσεως του ποιμνίου του.

Καθ’ όλη την διάρκεια της διακονίας του 
ως Μητροπολίτου Σικάγου υπήρξε πάντοτε 
παρών, χωρίς εξαίρεση και όντως ακούραστος 
σε όλες τις εκδηλώσεις της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκο-
πής τόσο της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου όσο 
και των πολλών Κληρικολαϊκών συνελεύσεων. 

Τον ενθυμούμαι ιδιαιτέρως κατά την κοινή θη-
τεία μας ως μελών της Αγίας και Ιεράς Συνόδου 
του Οικουμενικού μας Πατριαρχείου λόγω των 
συνετών, μελετημένων και εποικοδομητικών 
παρεμβάσεων του στη διάρκεια μακρών συ-
νεδριάσεων, πράγμα το οποίο είχε ιδιαιτέρως 
εκτιμήσει ο Παναγιώτατος Οικουμενικός 
Πατριάρχης και πρόεδρος της Συνόδου κ.κ. 
Βαρθολομαίος.

Διηκόνησε με πιστότητα και αφοσίωση 
στον Θεό και την Εκκλησία Του μέχρι τις 
έσχατες ημέρες της μακράς ζωής του παρά το 
ότι τελευταίως αντιμετώπιζε ηυξημένα θέματα 
υγείας. Η υψηλή αρχιερατική προσφορά του 
αειμνήστου αδελφού Μητροπολίτου Σικάγου 
κυρού Ιακώβου έχει χαραχθεί ανεξαλείπτως 
στη μνήμη του πληρώματος της Ιεράς Αρχιε-
πισκοπής Αμερικής, το οποίο δέεται εκτενώς 
υπέρ μακαρίας αναπαύσεως της ψυχής του 
επιφανούς και προσφιλούς Ιεράρχου. Αιωνία 
η μνήμη αυτού καθώς αναπαύεται μετά των 
δικαίων και των αγίων».

Ο Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου Ιάκωβος υπη-
ρέτησε την Ελληνορθόδοξη Εκκλησία στην 
Αμερική για σχεδόν 50 χρόνια. Γεννήθηκε 
στην Αθήνα το 1928 όπου ολοκλήρωσε τις εκ-
γύκλιες σπουδές του. Στη συνέχεια ενεγράφη 
και αποφοίτησε από τη Θεολογική Σχολή του 
Πανεπιστημίου Αθηνών και χειροτονήθηκε 
διάκονος και πρεσβύτερος. Υπηρέτησε από 
διάφορες θέσεις στην Αρχιεπισκοπή Αθηνών 
μέχρι το 1954 και αργότερα ήρθε στις Η.Π.Α. 
και έκανε μεταπτυχιακές σπουδές στη Βοστώ-
νη, υπηρέτησε ως εφημέριος στην περιοχή 
της Βοστώνης, ενώ παράλληλα δίδαξε στη 
Θεολογική Σχολή του Τιμίου Σταυρού.

Τον Φεβρουάριο του 1968 ορίστηκε από 
τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο Ιάκωβο Αρχιερατικός Επί-
τροπος της 7ης Αρχιεπισκοπικής Περιφερείας 
με έδρα το Ντιτρόιτ. Ένα χρόνο αργότερα, 
το 1969 εξελέγη επίσκοπος από την Αγία και 
Ιερά Σύνοδο του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου. 
Χειροτονήθηκε Επίσκοπος Απαμείας (βοηθός 
Επίσκοπος του Αρχιεπισκόπου Ιακώβου) 
στις 25 Δεκεμβρίου 1969 και διορίστηκε ως 
επίσκοπος πλέον της 7ης Αρχιεπισκοπικής 
Περιφερείας με έδρα το Ντιτρόιτ.

Το 1971 διορίστηκε Πρόεδρος του Ελλη-
νικού Κολεγίου Θεολογικής Σχολής του Τιμίου 
Σταυρού στο Μπρούκλάϊν της Μασαχουσέτης, 
ενώ παράλληλα και κατά τη διάρκεια της πε-
νταετούς θητείας του στη Θεολογική Σχολή 
Τιμίου Σταυρού είχε και τη διοικητική ευθύνη 
της περιφερείας του Ντιτρόιτ και της περιφέ-
ρειας Νέας Αγγλίας–Βοστώνης.

Μετά την αναδιοργάνωση των Αρχι-
επισκοπικών Περιφερειών σε επισκοπές, ο 
Επίσκοπος Ιάκωβος ενθρονίστηκε από τον 
Αρχιεπίσκοπο Β. & Ν. Αμερικής Ιάκωβο ως 
Επίσκοπος Σικάγου την 1η Μαΐου 1979, στον 
Καθεδρικό Ναό του Ευαγγελισμού της Θεο-
τόκου στο Σικάγο.

Τον Νοέμβριο του 1997, η Αγία και Ιερά 
Σύνοδος του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου 
εξέλεξε τον Επίσκοπο Ιάκωβο Μητροπολίτη 
Κρήνης και έξαρχο Ιωνίας και πρόεδρο της 
Επισκοπής Σικάγου. Τον Δεκέμβριο του 2002 η 
Αγία και Ιερά Σύνοδος του Οικουμενικού Πα-
τριαρχείου ανύψωσε τις Επισκοπές της Ιεράς 
Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής εις Μητροπόλεις και 
εξέλεξε όλους τους Ιεράρχες των Επισκοπών 
ως Μητροπολίτες των αντιστοίχων Μητροπό-
λεων, συνεπώς και ο Μητροπολίτης Κρήνης 
Ιάκωβος εξελέγη Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου.

Η Ιερά Μητρόπολις Σικάγου της Ιεράς 
Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής αποτελείται από 59 
ενορίες συνολικά, 34 ενορίες στο Ιλλινόις, 
και άλλες 25 ενορίες στο Ουισκόνσιν, τη 
Μινεσότα, την Αϊόβα, τη βόρεια Ιντιάνα και 
το ανατολικό Μισσούρι, καθώς και δύο μο-
ναστικές κοινότητες.

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος προέστη 
στη νεκρώσιμο ακολουθία η οποία πραγμα-
τοποιήθηκε την Παρασκευή 9 Ιουνίου 2017 
στις 10:30 π.μ. στον Καθεδρικό Ναό του Ευ-
αγγελισμού της Θεοτόκου στο Σικάγο. Προη-
γήθηκε  ο Όρθρος και η Θεία Λειτουργία. Την 
προηγουμένη το εσπέρας, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
Δημήτριος έψαλε Τρισάγιο.

Φωτογραφία αρχείου

Κατά τήν σημερινήν συνεδρίαν τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, εἰσηγήσει τῆς Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητος ἐξεφράσθη ἡ πλήρης εὐαρέσκεια Αὐτοῦ τε καί τοῦ ἱεροῦ σώματος πρός 
τόν μέχρι τοῦδε Ἀρχιγραμματεύοντα Σεβ. Μητροπολίτην Σμύρνης κ. Βαρθολομαῖον ἐπί 
τῇ συμπληρώσει τῆς θητείας του ἐπί κεφαλῆς τῶν συνοδικῶν Γραφείων, διωρίσθη δέ νέος 
Ἀρχιγραμματεύς τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου ὁ μέχρι τοῦδε Ὑπογραμματεύς Πανοσιολ. 
Διάκονος κ. Ἰωακείμ, οὗτινος ἡ εἰς Πρεσβύτερον χειροτονία τελεσθήσεται τήν προσεχῆ 
Κυριακήν, 8ην τ.μ., ὑπό τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος ἐν τῷ Π. Πατριαρχικῷ Ναῷ. Νέος 
Ὑπογραμματεύς διωρίσθη συνοδικῶς ὁ Ἱερολ. Διάκονος τῆς Σειρᾶς κ. Γρηγόριος. 

 Ὁ μέχρι σήμερον Κωδικογράφος τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου Διάκονος κ. Παΐσιος 
διωρίσθη ὑπό τοῦ Πατριάρχου Διευθυντής τοῦ Ἰδιαιτέρου Πατριαρχικοῦ Γραφείου. 

 Ἐξ ἑτέρου, εἰς ἀντικατάστασιν τοῦ μέχρι σήμερον Πρωτοσυγκελλεύοντος Σεβ. 
Μητροπολίτου Καλλιουπόλεως καί Μαδύτου κ. Στεφάνου, ὅν θερμῶς συνεχάρη καί 
ηὐχαρίστησεν ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης διά τήν εὔορκον ὑπηρεσίαν αὐτοῦ ἐπί σειράν ἐτῶν ἐπί 
κεφαλῆς τῆς Πατριαρχικῆς Αὐλῆς, ὁ Πατριάρχης προήγαγεν εἰς Μέγαν Πρωτοσύγκελλον τόν 
Ἀρχιδιάκονον Αὐτοῦ Πανοσιολ. κ. Ἀνδρέαν, μέλλοντα νά χειροτονηθῇ εἰς Πρεσβύτερον κατά 
τήν Θρονικήν Ἑορτήν τῆς Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας ἐπί τῇ μνήμῃ τοῦ Ἁγίου ἐνδόξου Ἀποστόλου 
Ἀνδρέου τοῦ Πρωτοκλήτου.

 Εἰς τήν οὐτωσί κενωθεῖσαν θέσιν τοῦ Μεγάλου Ἀρχιδιακόνου ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης 
προήγαγε τόν Πανοσιολ. Δευτερεύοντα κ. Θεόδωρον, οὗτινος ἡ χειροθεσία εἰς Μ. 
Ἀρχιδιάκονον γενήσεται κατά τόν Ἑσπερινόν τοῦ Σαββάτου, 21ης τ.μ., ἐν τῷ Π. Πατριαρχικῷ 
Ναῷ. Τέλος, ὁ Πατριάρχης Δευτερεύοντα τῶν Διακόνων Αὐτοῦ ὠνόμασε τόν μέχρι τοῦδε 
Τριτεύοντα Πανοσιολ. κ. Νήφωνα.           

Ἐν τοῖς Πατριαρχείοις, τῇ 4ῃ Ὀκτωβρίου 2017

Ἐκ τῆς Ἀρχιγραμματείας 
τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου

ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΝ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΝ 
Προαγωγαί εἰς τήν Ἁγίαν καί Ἱεράν Σύνοδον 

καί τήν Πατριαρχικήν Αὐλήν

Τήν μεσημβρίαν τῆς Παρασκευῆς, 6ης 
Ὀκτωβρίου, ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης 
ἡμῶν ἀνεχώρησεν ἀεροπορικῶς εἰς Ἄγκυραν, 
ἐπί τῷ τέλει τῆς αὐτοπροσώπου παρουσίας 
ἐν τῷ μέσῳ καί εὐλογήσεως ἐκ τοῦ σύνεγγυς 
τῆς νεοσυσταθείσης Ὀρθοδόξου Κοινότητος 
Ἀγκύρας.

Τόν Παναγιώτατον συνώδευον ὁ 
Σεβ.  Μητροπολίτης Κα λ λιουπόλεως 
καί Μαδύτου κ. Στέφανος, οἱ Πανοσιολ. 
Πρωτοσυγκελλεύων κ.  Ἀνδρέας,  Μ. 
Ἀρχιμανδρίτης καί Ἀρχειοφύλαξ τῶν 
Πατριαρχείων κ. Βησσαρίων, Ἱερατικῶς 
Προϊστάμενος τῆς ὡς ἄνω Κοινότητος, καί 
Διάκονος Γρηγόριος, Ὑπογραμματεύς τῆς 
Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, ὁ Ἐντιμολ. Μ. 
Χαρτοφύλαξ κ. Παντελεήμων Βίγκας, καί οἱ 
Ἐντιμ. κ. Νικόλαος Μαγγίνας, Δημοσιογράφος 
- Φωτογράφος, καί Πέτρος Μπαζγκάρλο, ἐκ 
τῶν Γραμματέων τοῦ Πατριαρχείου.

Εἰς τόν ἀερολιμένα τῆς Ἀγκύρας τόν 
Πατριάρχην ἡμῶν προϋπήντησεν εὐγενῶς ὁ 
Ἐξοχ. κ. Ἀπόστολος Μπαλτάς, ἐπιτετραμμένος 
τῆς Ἑλλάδος ἐν Ἀγκύρᾳ. Τό ἀπόγευμα ἡ Α. 
Θ. Παναγιότης, προσκληθεῖσα προφρόνως, 
ἐπραγματοποίησεν ἐθιμοτυπικάς ἐπισκέψεις 
εἰς τάς Πρεσβείας Ἑλλάδος καί Ρωσσικῆς 
Ὁμοσπονδίας, ὅπου ἔτυχε τῆς ἐγκαρδίου 
φιλοξενίας τῶν οἰκοδεσποτῶν. Ἐν τῇ 
Πρεσβείᾳ τῆς Ἑλλάδος ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης 
προσεκύνησεν ἐν τῷ παρεκκλησίῳ τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Κλήμεντος, Ἐπισκόπου Ἀγκύρας, ἀργότερον 
δέ ἀπηυθύνθη εἰς ἅπαντας τούς ἐργαζομένους 
ἐν αὐτῇ, κομίσας τήν εὐλογίαν τῆς Μητρός 
Ἐκκλησίας. Ἐν τῇ Πρεσβεία τῆς Ρωσσίας καί 
ἐν τῷ σημείῳ ὅπου θά τοποθετηθῇ προσεχῶς 
ἡ προτομή αὐτοῦ, ὁ Πατριάρχης ἀνέγνω 
τρισάγιον ὑπέρ ἀναπαύσεως τῆς ψυχῆς τοῦ 
ἀειμνήστου Andrei Harkov, Πρέσβεως, ἀδίκῳ 
θανάτῳ τελειωθέντος, ὡς γνωστόν, τόν 
παρελθόντα Δεκέμβριον.

Ἐν συνεχείᾳ, ὁ Πατριάρχης ἡμῶν 
ηὐλόγησε καί ὡμίλησεν εἰς τό ὑπό τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου Κοινότητος Ἀγκύρας παρατεθέν 
ἐπίσημον δεῖπνον ἐν τῷ Ξενοδοχείῳ Di-

van, τῇ τιμητικῇ παρουσίᾳ καί συμμετοχῇ 
τῶν Ἐξοχ. Πρέσβεων Ὀρθοδόξων κρατῶν, 
Ρωμαιοκαθολικῶν κληρικῶν, καθώς καί 
ἐκπροσώπων τῆς πολιτικῆς ζωῆς τῆς Τουρκίας.

Τήν ἑπομένην, Σάββατον, 7ην τ.μ., ἡ 
Α. Θ. Παναγιότης ἐχοροστάτησε κατά τήν 
τελεσθεῖσαν Ὀρθόδοξον Θείαν Λειτουργίαν 
ἐν τῷ ἀδελφικῶς παραχωρουμένῳ πρός 
χρῆσιν τῶν ἐν Ἀγκύρᾳ διαφόρων ἐθνικοτήτων 
Ὀρθοδόξων, Ρωμαιοκαθολικῷ ναῷ, ἔνθα 
καί ὡμίλησεν ἀγγλιστί μετά τήν ἀνάγνωσιν 
τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου ἐπί τῆς περικοπῆς τῆς 
ἡμέρας. Εἰς τό τέλος, τόν σεπτόν Ἐπισκέπτην 
προσεφώνησαν ὁ Πανοσιολ. Ἱερατικῶς 
Προϊστάμενος Μ. Ἀρχιμανδρίτης κ. 
Βησσαρίων, ὁ Θεοφιλ. Ἐπίσκοπος τῶν ἐν τῇ 
Πόλει Ρωμαιοκαθολικῶν κ. Ruben Tierrablan-
ca, ὁ ἐκπρόσωπος τῆς Γαλλικῆς Πρεσβείας, 
ἰδιοκτήτου τοῦ κτηριακοῦ συγκροτήματος, καί 
ὡμίλησε καί πάλιν ὁ Πατριάρχης, εὐλογήσας 
τό ὑπό τοῦ Ἱερατικῶς Προϊσταμένου 
ἐπιτελούμενον ποιμαντικόν καί πνευματικόν 
ἔργον, ἀναφερθείς εἰς τήν Πανορθόδοξον 
ἑνότητα καί τήν ἀνάγκην ἐνισχύσεως αὐτῆς 
καί εὐχαριστήσας τούς Ρωμαιοκαθολικούς 
ἀ δ ε λφ ο ύ ς  δ ι ά  τ ήν  φ ι λο ξ ε ν ί αν  κα ί 
συμπαράστασίν των. Ἠκολούθησεν ἑόρτιος 
δεξίωσις ἐν τῷ προαυλείῳ χώρῳ τοῦ ναοῦ ἐν 
μέσῳ μεγάλης χαρᾶς καί ἐνθουσιασμοῦ τῶν 
ἐκκλησιασθέντων πολυπληθῶν πιστῶν.

Τήν μεσημβρίαν τῆς ἰδίας ἡ Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότης ἐπέστρεψεν ἀεροπορικῶς εἰς 
τήν ἕδραν Αὐτῆς εἰς τήν Πόλιν.

Ἡ ζωή τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας ἐν 
Ἁγίῳ Πνεύματι συνεχίζεται διά μέσου τῶν 
αἰώνων καί τό ἔργον τῆς Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας 
ἐνισχύεται διά τῆς ἀπροσκόπτου διακονίας 
τοῦ λαοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ καί εἰς τούς χώρους 
τῆς καθ’ ἡμᾶς Ἀνατολῆς. Οὕτως ἔληξεν ἡ 
πρώτη ποιμαντορική ἐπίσκεψις τῆς Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητος εἰς τήν νεοπαγῆ διορθόδοξον 
Κοινότητα τῆς πρωτευούσης Ἀγκύρας, μέ 
τήν ὑπόσχεσιν Αὐτῆς ὅτι θά ἐπαναλάβῃ τήν 
Πατριαρχικήν ἐπίσκεψιν καί εὐλογίαν μετά 
τήν Ἑορτήν τοῦ Πάσχα.

Τό ταξείδιον τοῦ 
Πατριάρχου εἰς Ἄγκυραν.
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Εκδήλωση μνήμης των θυμάτων της Κύπρου 

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ (Ιδιαίτερη ανταπόκριση)- Οπως κάθε χρόνο, έτσι και εφέτος, σύσσωμη 
η κυπριακή παροικία της Νέας Υόρκης, τίμησε τη μνήμη των θυμάτων της τουρκικής ει-
σβολής με το κωδικό όνομα “Αττίλας” στην Κύπρο το 1974. Η ημέρα μνήμης ξεκίνησε με 
το καθιερωμένο ετήσιο μνημόσυνο υπέρ της αναπαύσεως των ψυχών των πεσόντων, των 
αμάχων θυμάτων και των αγνοουμένων που τελέστηκε το πρωί της Κυριακής 16ης Ιουλίου 
στον Ιερό Ναό του Αγίου Νικολάου, στο Φλάσινγκ της Νέας Υόρκης, από το Σεβασμιώτατο 
Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριο.

Μετά το πέρας της Θείας λειτουργίας πραγματοποιήθηκε εκδήλωση μνήμης η οποία 
έλαβε χώρα στην παρακείμενη κοινοτική αίθουσα του Ιερού Ναού, στη διάρκεια της οποίας 
προβλήθηκε και ένα νέο ντοκυμαντέρ με θέμα την καταστροφή της πολιτιστικής κληρονο-
μιάς στις κατεχόμενες περιοχές της νήσου Κύπρου, συμπεριλαμβανομέων και εκατοντάδων 
ορθοδόξων εκκλησιών που έχουν υποστεί τεράστιες φθορές, βανδαλισμούς, κλοπές αγιο-
γραφιών και μερικές δε σχεδόν ολοκληρωτικές καταρρεύσεις. 

Στην εκδήλωση μνήμης ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής Δημήτριος, τόνισε μεταξύ άλλων 
πως «η τραγωδία της Κύπρου μας αποκαλύπτει αυτό το πρόβλημα που έχουμε ως λαός να 
διαιρούμεθα και να μαχόμεθα εναντίον αλλήλων. Εμείς οι ίδιοι μερικές φορές γίναμε αίτιοι 
καταστροφής. Σήμερα αυτό μας υπενθυμίζει την ανάγκη μιας αραγούς ενότητας», είπε 
μιλώντας στην εκδήλωση ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής Δημήτριος. GOA/Δ. ΠΑΝΑΓΟΣ

Ἔναρξις Ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ Ἔτους, Ἡμέρα Προστασίας τοῦ Φυσικοῦ Περιβάλλοντος
Πρός τούς  Σεβασμιωτάτους  κα ί 

Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστάτους 
Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς Μοναχούς καί 
Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά Ἡμερήσια καί 
Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους 
Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες 
Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστεπώνυμον 
πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές ἐν 
Χριστῷ,

Στήν ἔναρξη ἑνός νέου Ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ 
Ἔτους, καλούμεθα διά τοῦ ἑορτασμοῦ τῆς 
Ἑορτῆς τῆς Ἰνδίκτου, νά ἔλθουμε ἐνώπιον τοῦ 
Θεοῦ ἐν λατρείᾳ καί προσευχῇ. Καλούμεθα νά 
ἀνανεώσουμε τήν προσφορά τῆς ζωῆς μας σέ 
Ἐκεῖνον καί νά ἐνισχύσουμε τήν ἐπικοινωνία 
μας μαζί Του διά τῆς προσευχῆς καί τῆς 
λατρείας.

Σήμερα εἶναι ἑορτή ἡ ὁποία μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ 
στήν ὡραιότητα καί τή σοφία τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
Χριστιανικῆς πίστεώς μας καί σέ περίσκεψη 
καθώς συλλογιζόμεθα σέ τί  ἀποσκοποῦν 
οἱ δεήσεις καί προσευχές μας. Ἐκτός τοῦ ὅτι 
ἀποτελεῖ ἡμέρα προσευχῆς καί προετοιμασίας 
γιά τούς μῆνες πού ἀκολουθοῦν καί τόν 
κύκλο τῶν ἀκολουθιῶν καί ἑορτῶν οἱ ὁποῖες 

κατευθύνουν τή λατρεία μας καί ἐνισχύουν 
τήν πίστη μας, ἡ Ἴνδικτος εἶναι ἐπίσης ἑορτή 
πού δίνει ἔμφαση στήν προτεραιότητα καί 
σπουδαιότητα τῆς προσευχῆς.

Προσευχόμεθα στόν Θεό γιά τήν κάλυψη 
τῶν καθημερινῶν ἀναγκῶν μας, ὑλικῶν καί 
πνευματικῶν, γνωρίζοντας ὅτι Ἐκεῖνος μᾶς 
φροντίζει καί θά πληρώσει πᾶσαν χρείαν ὑμῶν 
κατὰ τὸν πλοῦτον αὐτοῦ ἐν δόξῃ ἐν Χριστῷ 
Ἰησοῦ (Φιλιπ. 4:19). Τήν ἡμέρα αὐτή καί κατά 
τήν διάρκειαν ὁλοκλήρου τοῦ ἔτους, ζητοῦμε 
τήν ἄνωθεν εἰρήνην καί τήν βεβαιότητα τῆς 
χάριτος καί τῶν ὑποσχέσεών Του.

Σήμερα προσευχόμεθα γιά καθοδήγηση 
γιά τό ἐπερχόμενο ἔτος. Ζητοῦμε τήν σοφία καί 
τίς εὐλογίες τοῦ Θεοῦ καθώς ἀντιμετωπίζουμε 
τήν πολυπλοκότητα καί τίς προκλήσεις 
τοῦ κόσμου μας. Ζητοῦμε λύτρωση ἀπό τίς 
ἀσθένειες καί τά βάρη αὐτῆς τῆς ζωῆς, καί 
τέλος ἀπό τόν ἴδιο τόν θάνατο καί ἀποζητοῦμε 
τήν ἔνδοξη καί αἰώνια ζωή μαζί Του.

Ἡ Ἑορτή αὐτή ἔχει ἐπίσης καθορισθεῖ ἀπό 
τό Οἰκουμενικό Πατριαρχεῖο μας ὡς Ἡμέρα 
Προστασίας τοῦ Φυσικοῦ Περιβάλλοντος. 
Ἡ ἔμφαση ἡ ὁποία δίδεται τήν ἡμέρα αὐτή 
στήν προσευχή, τήν ἀνανέωση καί τήν 
ἐλπίδα συνδέεται καθαρά μέ αὐτό τόν 

ἑορτασμό καί τόν στοχασμό τῆς σχέσεώς 
μας μέ τή δημιουργηθεῖσα κτίση. Καθώς 
ζητοῦμε τήν πρόνοια καί προστασία τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, ἀναγνωρίζουμε τήν εὐθύνη μας νά 
εἴμεθα καλοί διαχειριστές ὅλων ὅσα Ἐκεῖνος 
δημιούργησε. Ἐκεῖνος μᾶς ἔδωσε τά μέσα, τή 
γνώση καί τήν ἱκανότητα νά καλύπτουμε τίς 
ὑλικές ἀνάγκες τόσο τίς δικές μας ὅσο καί 
τῶν ἄλλων, κατά τόν ἴδιο τρόπο πού Ἐκεῖνος 
φροντίζει πιστῶς καί γιά τίς πνευματικές 
ἀνάγκες μας. Σέ αὐτή τήν σωστή σχέση μέ τόν 
Δημιουργό μας καί τήν κτίση Του, ἐργαζόμεθα 
καί γιά τήν εἰρήνη. Ἀναζητοῦμε τήν ἰσορροπία 
μεταξύ τῶν ἀληθινῶν ἀναγκῶν μας καί τῆς 
φροντίδος μας γιά τό φυσικό περιβᾶλλον 
καί τούς συνανθρώπους μας. Προσφέρουμε 
μαρτυρία τῆς πίστεώς μας καί καθοδήγηση 
στούς ἄλλους διά τοῦ τρόπου μέ τόν ὁποῖον 
μοιραζόμεθα καί συντηροῦμε, κινούμενοι ἀπό 
τήν ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ καί τήν ἀγάπη μας γιά ὅλα 
ὅσα Ἐκεῖνος δημιούργησε.

Αὐτή ἡ θεϊκή ἀγάπη καί ἡ εὐσπλαγχνία 
μας γιά τούς ἄλλους καί τήν πλάση τοῦ 
Θεοῦ μᾶς βοηθᾶ νά συγχωροῦμε ὅπως μᾶς 
συγχωρεῖ Ἐκεῖνος. Μέ χάρη καί ἀλήθεια 
ἀντιμετωπίζουμε τήν κατάχρηση, τήν σπατάλη 
καί τήν πλεονεξία, ἐμπνέοντας ἀλλαγή τοῦ 

τρόπου ζωῆς στούς γύρω μας. Ἀσχολούμεθα μέ 
ἐκκρεμῆ περιβαλλοντικά θέματα πού ἐπιζητοῦν 
λύση καί ἐπιζητοῦμε εἰρήνη καί σωτηρία 
γιά αὐτούς πού ὑποφέρουν. Ἐργαζόμεθα μέ 
σεβασμό καί δημιουργικότητα γιά λύσεις σέ 
δύσκολα θέματα ἔτσι ὥστε νά διασφαλισθῇ 
ἡ συνέχιση τῆς ζωῆς. Προστατεύουμε τό 
φυσικό περιβᾶλλον γνωρίζοντας ὅτι καὶ αὐτὴ 
ἡ κτίσις ἐλευθερωθήσεται ἀπὸ τῆς δουλείας 
τῆς φθορᾶς εἰς τὴν ἐλευθερίαν τῆς δόξης τῶν 
τέκνων τοῦ Θεοῦ (Ρωμ. 8:21) διότι ἐλπίζουμε 
στή σωτηρία μας μέσῳ τοῦ Χριστοῦ.

 Καθώς ξεκινοῦμε αὐτό τό ἐκκλησιαστικό 
ἔτος, προσεύχομαι οἱ εὐλογίες καί τό ἔλεος τοῦ 
Παντοδυνάμου Θεοῦ νά εἶναι μαζί σας κάθε 
ἡμέρα. Προσεύχομαι νά βιώσετε τή δύναμη 
τῆς χάριτός Του καθ’ὅλη τή διάρκεια τοῦ ἔτους 
προσευχόμενοι καθημερινά, ἐκζητῶντας τό 
θέλημά Του, ζῶντας μέ τήν παρουσία Του καί 
συναθροιζόμενοι σέ λατρευτικές εὐκαιρίες στό 
ὄνομα τοῦ Κυρίου μας Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.

Στο πλαίσιο του Προγράμματος 
Επιμόρφωσης για Ομογενείς εκπαιδευτικούς 
από τα Κοινοτικά Σχολεία της Αρχιεπισκοπής 
των Ηνωμένων Πολιτειών Αμερικής, το 
οποίο προσφέρεται από το Παιδαγωγικό 
Ινστιτούτο (ΠΙ) του Υπουργείου Παιδείας 
και Πολιτισμού (ΥΠΠ), πραγματοποιήθηκε 
χτες συνάντηση του Υπουργού Δρ Κώστα 
Καδή με την αποστολή των ομογενών. 
Το πρόγραμμα αποτελεί προσφορά του 
Υπουργείου Παιδείας και Πολιτισμού στον 
Ελληνισμό της Ομογένειας και στοχεύει 
στο να βοηθήσει τους εκπαιδευτικούς να 
εμβαθύνουν με συστηματικό τρόπο στους 
κανόνες λειτουργίας της ελληνικής γλώσσας 
και να αποκτήσουν περισσότερες γνώσεις 
και δεξιότητες διδασκαλίας της ελληνικής 
γλώσσας ως δεύτερης/ξένης. 

Το πρ όγρ αμμα των σεμιναρίων 
συμπληρώνεται με επισκέψεις σε αρχαιο-
λογικούς και ιστορικούς χώρους, μουσεία και 
μοναστήρια της Κύπρου, σε μια προσπάθεια να 
αποκτήσουν οι συμμετέχοντες μια βιωματική 
γνώση και εμπειρία από το νησί. 

Πρόγραμμα Παιδαγωγικού 
Ινστιτούτου για Ομογενείς 

Εκπαιδευτικούς Κοινοτικών 
Σχολείων ΗΠΑ για το 2017

Ο Πρόεδρος της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας, κ. Νίκος Αναστασιάδης, δέχεται ομογενείς εκπαιδευτικούς της 
αποστολής της Ελληνικής Ορθοδόξου Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής, παρουσία του Υπουργού Παιδείας και 
Πολιτισμού στη Λευκωσία, 25 Ιουλίου 2017

Cyprus News Agency (CNA) photo

Ο Υπουργός, αρχικά, ενημέρωσε τους 
ομογενείς εκπαιδευτικούς για το Εκπαιδευτικό 
Σύστημα της Κύπρου και τις αλλαγές που 
γίνονται σε αυτό τα τελευταία χρόνια σε μια 

προσπάθεια εκσυγχρονισμού του. Αναφέρθηκε 
στις αλλαγές που έγιναν στις δομές του 
εκπαιδευτικού συστήματος (σύστημα 
Λυκειακής εκπαίδευσης), στο περιεχόμενό 

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

Μέ πατρική ἀγάπη ἐν Χριστῷ Ἀναστάντι,

του (Αναλυτικά Προγράμματα και ωρολόγια 
προγράμματα), στην ενδυνάμωση των 
εκπαιδευτικών με εστιασμένο και συστηματικό 
τρόπο (Πρόγραμμα της Επαγγελματικής 
Μάθησης των Εκπαιδευτικών) καθώς και σε 
καινοτομίες όπως τα μουσικά και αθλητικά 
σχολεία, τα θερινά σχολεία κ.ά. Επιπρόσθετα, 
ενημέρωσε για το νέο σύστημα διορισμού 
των εκπαιδευτικών και για την αναβάθμιση 
του συστήματος αξιολόγησης στη Δημόσια 
Εκπαίδευση. Όλα τα παραπάνω εντάσσονται 
σε ένα ευρύτερο στρατηγικό σχεδιασμό του 
Υπουργείου Παιδείας και Πολιτισμού, στον 
οποίο αναφέρθηκε ο κ. Υπουργός. 

Η Διευθύντρια του Παιδαγωγικού 
Ινστιτούτου Δρ Αθήνα Μιχαηλίδου ανέφερε τους 
άξονες του περιεχομένου του προγράμματος 
και τόνισε τη σημασία του ως μέρος της δράσης 
του ΠΙ. 

Ο Διευθυντής του Γραφείου Παιδείας της 
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής Δρ. Ιωάννης  
Ευθυμιόπουλος ευχαρίστησε το Υπουργείο 
Παιδείας και Πολιτισμού για την προσφορά 
του προγράμματος καθώς και για την άρτια 
συνεργασία, η οποία επιτρέπει την δημιουργία 
δεσμών συνεργασίας μεταξύ του ΥΠΠ και 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής, αλλά και την 
προώθηση της ελληνικής γλώσσας και του 
πολιτισμού στην ομογένεια. 

Πηγή: Υπουργείο Παιδείας 
και Πολιτισμού Κύπρου

1 Σεπτεμβρίου 2017
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A Guide to the National Ministries
MINISTRY WHAT IT DOES HOW IT AFFECTS YOU

Archives

Communications*
*(includes GOTelecom, 

Press Office, Internet Ministries,
Orthodox Observer)

Greek Education

Information 
Technologies

Inter-Orthodox
Ecumenical, Interfaith

Marriage & Family

Metropolis Ministries

Office of  Development

Public Affairs

Registry

Religious Education

Stewardship, Outreach 
and Evangelism

Youth, 
Young Adult Ministries*

*(includes camping ministries
and Ionian Village)

Gathers and records materials 
relating to the history of the 
Greek people, their culture 

and religion in the United States.
Provides 

information 
about the Church 

through electronic, social 
and print media.

Serves Christ by engages people 
through faith-based fundraising 

programs to share their resources to 
benefit the Greek Orthodox Church.

Coordinates the services 
of the National Ministries 

at the Metropolis level.

Provides 
for the instruction 

of Greek and promotes 
Hellenic culture. 

Responsible for overall 
technology vision and direction
of the Archdiocese of America.

Coordinates Archdiocese 
involvement in public and political 

issues affecting the Church.

Works with National Stewardship 
Ministries Team and Outreach 

and Evangelism Advisory Board.

Promotes relations 
with other Orthodox Christian 

jurisdictions, other Christian churches 
and other faith groups in the U.S.

Maintains records 
relating to the life of the faithful of the 

Church.

Coordinates the national youth and 
young adult programs with metropolis 
youth directors. Administers campus 

and camping ministries.

Addresses issues relevant to 
marriage and family life through 
the Center for Family Care and
Office of Interfaith Marriage. 

Develops and provides religious 
education materials to advance 

the metropolis and parish programs.

RESOURCES

Videos of religious 
television productions, Orthodox 

Observer, annual yearbook, 
ecclesiastical calendar, 

website, e–bulletin, listserver.

Textbooks, 
other educational 

materials for Greek schools.

Online, hardcopy data 
and photographs.

Contacts between 
the Archdiocese and other 
Christian denominations 

and other Faiths.

Provides printed , online, 
social media resources. 
Conducts conferences, 
training and retreats.

Administers national ministries 
and provides direct assistance 

to parishes.

Direct contact 
with government officials at the local, 

state and national levels.

Provides important documents 
for vital statistics 

and maintains records.

Resources, Sunday School texts 
and other materials, 

oratorical festival information.

Provides materials and data 
to help parishes 

in their stewardship efforts.

Online and harcdopy materials to youth 
directors, workers; administers youth 

camps, including Ionian Village; 
maintains listserver and blogs..

Provides presentations for parish 
fundraising programs and informa-
tion on how to financially support 

National Ministries.

Online access the Archdiocese 
and to various 

Orthodox websites.

Provides information 
and photographs on request 

to scholars, researchers 
and authors.

Connects parishioners 
to the National Church through

print , social and electronic media.
Informs the U.S. and Greek media 

and general public about Orthodoxy. 

Financial support helps strengthen 
the National Ministries with new 

projects

Serves as the vital link between each 
parish and the National Ministries 
program, and provides additional 

ministries at the local level.

Provides textbooks and other 
instructional materials for all Greek 

afternoon and parochial schools; 
teacher training.

Provides direct support and 
training to metropolises and 

parishes for their technology needs.

Works with local parishes 
in events such 

as Patriarchal visits.

Provides resources for parish ministry, 
support for parish leadership 
and stewardship activities.

Through its efforts,  
parishes benefit through 

more meaningful contacts
with such groups at the local level.

Issues marriage licenses, divorce 
decrees, baptismal and chrismation 
certificates, replaces lost transcripts.

Provides opportunities 
for parish youth 

to participate
 more fully in the Church.

Brings more aspects of Orthodox faith 
into the home and more families to 

church. Helps couples, families and par-
ishes with marriage and family life.

Sunday schools use materials 
and run programs including the 

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.
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31 09 Newtown Ave. Long Island City, NY 11102
 Tel.: (718) 721-3808 Toll Free: 1-800-223-7880
 Fax: (718) 795-4356 E-mail: info@cloudtours.com

www.cloudtours.com

Specialists in Travel to Greece, Croatia, Portugal, Spain, Canary Islands, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Cyprus & Jordan• Tailor made itineraries to any of our unique destinations.• European Honeymoon & Wedding specialists. • European Family Vacations.• Customized European Group Travel.•  Specialists in Greek Orthodox groups to the Holy Land, Constantinople & Greece.

PILGRIMAGE TO ARGENTINA: Jan. 29-Feb. 9, 2018 
led by Fr. Nick Anctil of Holy Trinity Church 
in New Rochelle, NY & Fr. Nick Dassouras of 
St. George Church in Norwalk, CT
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGES:
May 6-15, 2018 led by Fr. James Retelas 
of Annunciation Church in Sacramento, CA
June 12-21, 2018 led by Fr. Demetrios Kangarlis 
of Annunciation Church in Winston-Salem, NC
June 22-30, 2018 led by Fr. Nicholas Louh 
of St. John the Divine in Jacksonville, FL
November 2018 led by Fr. Elias Villis 
of Church of our Saviour in Rye, NY

JOIN US ON OUR GREEK ORTHODOX PILGRIMAGES & CULTURAL TOURS:

Visit us at: www.GreekOrthodoxPilgrimages.com

Omaha 1909: Building a 
Church Undeterred by Rioting

Church history 

Establishing a parish and building 
a church presented major challenges for 
every Greek Orthodox community. This 
was especially true for the faithful of 
greater Omaha, Neb. St. John’s parish 
was the first Greek Orthodox church to 
build a church in the Upper Plains and 
the fifth west of the Mississippi, after 
Salt Lake City, Pueblo, and San Fran-
cisco.

In February 1909, as construction 
of their church was nearing comple-
tion, the greatest anti-Greek riot in U.S. 
history erupted. Homes and businesses 
were destroyed. Within two months, 
however, the new church opened its 
doors, a testament to the determination 
and abiding faith of the Greek commu-
nity.

In the first decade of the 20th centu-
ry, greater Omaha was among the fast-
est-growing Greek Orthodox communi-
ties in America. As a major rail center 
and home to one of the largest stock-
yards in the country, it offered ample 
employment opportunities. The Greek 
population was primarily concentrated 
in South Omaha around the stockyards. 
Greeks also dominated the shoeshine 
business in downtown Omaha. When 
possible, priests from Chicago, St. Lou-
is, or Minneapolis would hold services, 
usually at the chapel of a local funeral 
home. 

According to parish history, the 
first steps at establishing a parish oc-
curred on March 25, 1907 during the 
Greek Independence Day celebration. 
By August, over $1,400 had been raised 
for construction of a church. In Novem-
ber, the community celebrated its first 
wedding. 

In May 1908, Fr. Constantine Har-
valis arrived to take charge of the parish. 
This was one of the first official Ameri-
can appointments by the Holy Synod 
after the Tome of March 8, 1908, which 
transferred jurisdiction of American 
parishes from the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate to the Church of Greece. Fr. Harvalis 
was born near Olympia in 1870. He was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1903 and 
had served five years in Greece. Married 
with four children, he also had a broth-
er living in South Omaha. At the time 
there were about 500 Greeks in South 
Omaha, with 200 more in Omaha. 

After the arrival of Fr. Harvalis, 
progress on the church accelerated. In 
August 1908, property was purchased. 
A building permit was issued at a cost of 
$6,000 in January 1909, and construc-
tion began.

Despite this positive step, there was 
friction between the Greeks, who were 
overwhelmingly young and male, and 
the community at large. Some of the 
Greeks had been brought to the area 
in 1904 as strikebreakers. Many of the 
young men had come to the attention of 
the police for gambling and drinking. 
The youths who were brought to work 
in shoeshine parlors were in violation of 
contract labor immigration laws. 

It was not an easy time for immi-
grants. When hard-working Greeks 

sent wages back to Greece, it was seen 
as a loss for the local economy. When 
Greeks contributed to the economy by 
purchasing property, they were seen as 
driving up the price of real estate. When 
they dated local women, it raised xeno-
phobic concerns. 

In addition, the railroad camps 
across the Upper Plains closed each 
winter, and many of the Greek laborers 
relocated to South Omaha to work in the 
packing houses. This caused a seasonal 
worsening of the housing situation. The 
influx strained public services and tested 
the small police department. During the 
winter of 1908-09, an estimated 3,000 
Greeks were living in the Omaha area.

As in many communities, working 
men were packed into boardinghouses. 
A January 1909 newspaper article re-
ported that in Greek neighborhoods 
“12-foot x 14-foot rooms are used by 10 
to 15 men.” It was claimed that Greeks 
could live for less than 20 cents a day. 
There were concerns that crowded 
conditions could lead to outbreaks of 
disease. By February 1909, anti-Greek 
sentiment was simmering. The editor of 
one of Omaha’s daily newspapers de-
nounced the Greeks as “a menace to the 
American laboring man.”

The fuse of this volatile situation 
was lit on Feb. 19, 1909, when a veteran 
policeman in the local community was 
shot and killed by a Greek. Two days 
later, there was a mass meeting to “ef-
fectually rid the city of the Greeks.” The 
result was widespread rioting by a mob 
estimated in the thousands. Miraculous-
ly only one person was killed. When 
the violence ended, the Greek commu-
nity was left with $200,000 in damages 
(over $5 million today). It would take 
nine years for Congress to provide com-
pensation, but the final appropriation 
was only $41,000.

Unsurprisingly, many Greeks left 
in search of safety and a more welcom-
ing place to settle. The rioting did not, 
however, destroy the remaining parish-
ioners’ resolve.

A month after the riot, 75 deter-
mined individuals met to assess dam-
ages and plan how to complete work on 
the church. Due to the strength of earlier 
fundraising, the parish had been largely 
debt-free.

The articles of incorporation had 
not included the right to borrow, but 
the parish obtained a court order so 
they could borrow to finish the work 
inside. Despite the extraordinary dif-
ficulties, the parish was able to open 
the new church on Holy Friday, April 
1, 1909. Although the interior was not 
yet complete, it was a solace for the par-
ish to celebrate the Resurrection in their 
new home. The violence had inflicted 
wounds that took time to heal, but the 
parishioners remained steadfast.

The church that St. John’s parish 
built was consecrated on May 30, 1926, 
by Royalist Archbishop Vasilios. It 
would continue in use for 44 years un-
til it was sold in 1953. The parish reno-
vated a Jewish synagogue to serve as a 
new church, which is still in use. Today 
Omaha supports two Greek Orthodox 
parishes, St. John’s and All Holy Spirit.

by William H. Samonides, Ph.D.
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Ohio Ahepan Elected Supreme President

Fr. Andrews Celebrates 100 Years

ORLANDO, Fla. –American Hel-
lenic Educational Progressive Asso-
ciation (Order of AHEPA) delegates, 
elected Carl Hollister, of Mason, Ohio, 
Supreme President at the 95th annual 
Supreme Convention, Orlando. Hollis-
ter ran unopposed in elections held July 
28. Formal installation ceremonies were 
July 29.

Hollister is a member of Chapter 
209, Middletown, Ohio. He has served 
AHEPA in numerous leadership posi-
tions, including most recently, supreme 
secretary and as an executive board 
member of the AHEPA National Hous-
ing Corporation. As supreme president, 
Hollister’s responsibilities include being 
the chief executive officer, and principal 
spokesperson, of the entire AHEPA do-
main, which includes the United States, 
Canada, and chapters in Europe.

Hollister is president of L.M. Kohn 
& Company, an investment advisory 
and brokerage firm in Cincinnati, man-
aging 60 branch offices with more than 
$3.5 billion in client assets. Hollister has 
more than 20 years of experience in the 
securities industry, holds a master’s de-
gree in finance from Webster University 
and a bachelor’s degree in Economics 
from Grove City College.

Also, Hollister is a retired U.S. 
Army major with 21 years of active and 
reserve service, of which, 17 years were 
in Special Operations with tours of duty 
in Central America and Central Asia.

Hollister, his wife, Cynthia, and 
daughter, Alexandra, are members of 
Saints Constantine & Helen Greek Or-
thodox Church, Middletown, where 
he served as parish council president. 
Cynthia is a Daughters of Penelope Past 
District 11 Governor and Alexandra 
currently is Maids of Athena District 
11 Governor. The supreme president 
is proud of his Ikarian heritage and is 
a cousin of former U.S. Representative 

Zack Space of Ohio.
2017-18 AHEPA Leadership
The 2017-18 Supreme Lodge Ex-

ecutive Committee consists of Canadian 
President Christos Argiriou, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba; Supreme Vice President 
George E. Loucas, Cleveland; Supreme 
Secretary James Kokotas, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; Supreme Treasurer George Hori-
ates, Moorestown, N.J.; and Supreme 
Counselor Demetrios C. Kirkiles, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. Sons of Pericles Na-
tional Advisor is Sandy Papadopoulos 
of Atlanta.

The nine supreme governors are: 
Region I: Peter Nassos, Stone Moun-
tain, Ga.; Region II: Cleon Kordistos, 
Monessen, Pa.; Region III: Tom Du-
chas, Rye, N.Y.; Region IV: Jack Isaac, 
New Britain, Conn.; Region V: Craig 
Theros, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Region VI: 
Don Vanover, Lake City, MN; Region 
VII: Nick Dixie, Dallas; Region VIII: 
George Booras, Danville, Calif; and Re-
gion X: Dr. Alfred Barich, Thessaloniki, 
Greece.

Elected to the AHEPA Board exec-
utive committee were: Chairman Nick 
Aroutzidis, Stratford, Ontario, Canada; 
Vice Chairman Andrew C. Zachariades, 
Brick, N.J, and Secretary Cos Maran-
dos, Nashua, N.H.

President Hollister with Archbishop Demetrios
Orthodox Observer photo

Fr. Andrews with Metropolitan Gerasimos
SF Metropolis photo

SNOHOMISH, Wash. - Rev. Con-
stantine J. Andrews (retired) will cele-
brate his 100th birthday with family and 
friends on Dec. 8 in Snohomish, a small 
town 40 miles north of Seattle.

Born Dec. 8, 1917 in Denver, he 
was the son of John C. Andrews of Pa-
leohorion, Kynouria, Greece and Cath-
erine (nee Hronakou) of Vrontamas, 
Laconia, Greece.

Fr. Constantine is the last surviving 
priest from the first graduating class of 
Holy Cross School of Theology, origi-
nally located in Pomfret Center, Conn., 
now located in Brookline, Mass.

On March 6, Metropolitan Gerasi-
mos of San Francisco bestowed upon 
Fr. Constantine an award of apprecia-
tion of 74 years of “distinguished and 
devoted service as a priest of the Greek 
Orthodox Church” in America. The pre-
sentation occurred in Snohomish. Also 
attending was Fr. Dean Kouldukis of 
Assumption Church in Seattle.

As a family member of the Greek 
Orthodox parish of Denver, young Con-
stantine participated in various commu-
nity activities including serving as altar 
boy, the Boy Scouts and a Greek school 
student.

He attended the School of Engi-
neering at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, with the intention of pursuing 
a career in electrical engineering, but 
after one year enrolled in September 
1937 at the Greek Orthodox Preparatory 
Theological School in Pomfret Center.

The school had been newly estab-
lished with a two-year course to prepare 
its students to enter the Theological 
School of the University of Athens or 
Halki in Constantinople for ordination 
into the Greek Orthodox priesthood.

Because of World War II, the 
Pomfret school was forced to expand 
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NYC Parish’s 125th Year Celebration 
Included Historic Walk-a-thon

Chicago Orthodox Celebrate 125 Years

CHICAGO - Greek, Russian, Ser-
bian, Ukrainian, Romanian, Albanian, 
Arabic and American Orthodox Chris-
tians held a pan Orthodox liturgical 
worship service Sept. 30 to commemo-
rate 125 years of the Orthodox Christian 
presence in greater Chicago.

A procession of more than 100 
bishops, clergy, and youth in national 
costumes, began the worship service, 
which was open to the public. Choral 
responses were sung in English by the 
Pan Orthodox Choir of Greater Chi-
cago, and included music traditions of 
participating Orthodox jurisdictions.

Sponsored by the Orthodox Chris-
tian Clergy Association of Greater Chi-
cago, an organization which represents 
250,000 Orthodox Christians in Chica-
go, this service featured guest homilist 
and historian, Rt. Rev. Bishop Irinej 
(Dobrijevic) of the Serbian Orthodox 
Eastern American Diocese. Recently 
assigned to the United States, following 
10 years in the Diocese of Australia and 
New Zealand, Bishop Irinej sits on the 
Central Committee of the World Coun-
cil of Churches, is a member of Colum-
bia University’s Advisory Council for 
Serbian Studies and is on the editorial 
board of the Tesla Memorial Society.

While residing in Chicago, as direc-
tor of Christian Education for the Ser-
bian Orthodox Church in the 1990s, he 
was also lecturer at Loyola University.

The Orthodox Christian presence in 
Chicago began in the late 1800’s with 
an organization called the “Greco Sla-
vonic Brotherhood”, comprised of im-
migrants primarily from Greece, Serbia 
and Carpatho Russians (Galicians) from 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

After petitioning the ecclesiastical 
centers in their respective homelands, 
in 1892, all three mother churches re-
sponded by sending a priest to serve 
the faithful. This was the beginning of 
Annunciation Greek, Holy Resurrec-
tion Serbian and St. Vladimir Russian 
(later renamed Holy Trinity) Orthodox 
parishes.

Today there are nearly 80 Orthodox 
churches in greater Chicago. Early wor-
ship began in warehouses, meeting halls 
and house-chapels throughout Chica-
go’s Near North side.

For further information, contact 
Clergy Chairman Fr. Nicholas Dahdal 
(St. George Antiochian Church, Ci-
cero), (708) 656-2927 or event coordi-
nator, Gordana Trbuhovich (708) 298-
9770. 

E-mail:125orthodoxchicago@
gmail.com, www.facebook.com/chica-
goOCCA.

by John Ackerman

NEW YORK – In celebration of 
125 years of faith, community, and cul-
ture since its founding in 1892, Annun-
ciation Church held several anniversary 
events Sept. 30-Oct. 1 weekend, includ-
ing a historic Preservation Walkathon 
fundraiser and a hierarchical divine ser-
vices and celebratory luncheon.

Parishioners and guests followed 
in the footsteps of the church history in 
the walk-a-thon to raise funds for the 
church building’s preservation.

The historic walk began at Judson 
Memorial Church (Washington Square 
South) stopping at three additional stops 
historic church sites (West 30th, West 
54th, and West 85th  streets) ending at 
the current parish home.

Along the route, costumed char-
acters from the period  met walkers, 
informing them of world, social, and 
church events relating to each site.

On  Oct. 1,  church hierarchs, digni-
taries, community members, and guests 
gathered for the Divine Liturgy with  
Archbishop Demetrios presiding.

Co-celebrants included the V. Rev. 
Archimandrite Fr. Chrysostomos Gil-
bert (current parish priest), Archdeacon 
Panteleimon Papadopoulos, and Dea-
con Eleftherios Constantine.

Christos Stavropoulos, protopsaltis 
and the Annunciation choir under direc-
tion of Michael Janaros Cofield  sang 
the hymns and responses.

Immediately following Divine Lit-
urgy, a formal anniversary luncheon 
honoring the philanthropic works of pa-
rishioners Nicholas and Julie Sakellari-
ades took place in the parish hall.

At the time of its founding, the New 
York Greek Orthodox Society of Athe-
na community was one of only three 
Orthodox parishes in the United States, 
and the only one east of the Mississippi 
River.

Since its 1892 founding, the com-
munity of Orthodox faithful evolved 
from assembling at a restaurant in the 
Two Bridges neighborhood of New 
York’s Lower East Side, to the base-
ment of a German-Swiss Evangelical 
Church at 340 West 53rd St. and the 
Judson Memorial Church basement 
(then at West 4th Street).

By 1894 the community operated 
from the Asbury Methodist Church at 
5th Street and East Washington Square. 
In the years 1907, 1908, and 1909 there 
were three respective moves.

After dotting its way across the city, 
the growing West Side Greek communi-
ty created a few church homes that were 
newer, larger, and more permanent. In 
May 1913 the “Down-Town Greeks” 
purchased Amity Baptist Church at 
308 West 54th St, (whose design was 
inspired by Aghia Sophia in Istanbul. 
To make way for the new 18th Police 
Precinct in 1938, the city of New York 
forced the community to move. This 
time, further north to 325 West 85th St. 
where the church found a home until 
1953.

With the 85th Street Church op-
erating at near capacity, in December 
1953 the Evangelismos community 
purchased the historic Fourth Presbyte-
rian Church at 91st Street and West End 
Avenue.
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National Forum Meeting Topics 
Include New Pew Hymnal

Fr. Andrews Hits Century Mark
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its curriculum and became a full-time 
Theological School.

Constantine graduated from the 
Holy Cross Theological Seminary 
with the first graduating class in 1942. 
During his senior year he worked as a 
full-time secretary to the dean and was 
assigned to re-organize and head the 
Adelphaton Department, a position he 
held until May of 1943.

On July 18, 1943, Constantine mar-
ried Joy Seferlis of Springvale, Maine 
with the Seminary Dean Bishop Athe-
nagoras Cavadas officiating .

On Aug. 15, 1943, Bishop Cavadas, 
who also was bishop of Boston, or-
dained him as a deacon at Sts. Constan-
tine and Helen in Ipswich, Mass.

In September 1943, Deacon Con-
stantine was ordained a priest by Arch-
bishop Athenagoras who later became 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constanti-
nople.

Following his ordination, Fr. An-
drews faithfully served parishes in 
Haverhill, Mass. (1943-1952); Toronto, 
Canada (1952-1959); St. Louis (1959-
1973), Upper Darby, Pa. (1973-1979); 
and Norristown, Pa. (1980-1984). In 
addition, he served as Detroit Diocese 
chancellor under Bishop Timothy from 

September 1979-August 1980. During 
his 37 years of service Fr. Andrews mar-
ried 2,586 couples, baptized 2,251souls, 
and conducted 922 funerals among his 
many other responsibilities as a parish 
priest.

After his retirement, he was ap-
pointed as “Father Confessor” to the 
eight parishes in the Delaware Valley 
by Metropolitan Silas.

In 1991 Fr. Andrews received the 
Citation for the Seminary Class of 1942 
on behalf of the First Graduating Class 
and responded on behalf of his class-
mates at the 50th Commencement of 
Holy Cross

Fr. Andrews has published the fol-
lowing: The Theory and Practice of the 
Holy Sacrament of Penance (A Practi-
cal Handbook for Confession for Greek 
Orthodox Christians), An Eastern Or-
thodox Saint Who Became A Western 
Legend, or The Truth About St. Nicho-
las (1961), Come and See (In. 1, 46b), 
in The Eastern Orthodox Federation of 
Greater St. Louis (Mar 1970), A Brief 
Survey of Orthodoxy (1978 Upper Dar-
by Pa), and Examination of Conscience 
in Preparation for Confession (St. Lou-
is).

Fr. Andrews has also edited and 
translated from the Greek language into 
English an extensive list of books, ar-
ticles and lectures relating to theology

  from page 18

FLUSHING, N.Y. - Representa-
tives of the National Forum of Greek 
Orthodox Church Musicians from each 
Metropolis met in August at St. Nicho-
las Church in for their annual meeting.

Fr. Paul Palesty, proistamenos, 
shared insights about church music from 
a clergy perspective with the group.

Among the many topics discussed 
was the completion of the new pew 
hymnal, which includes both the text 
and music for the Divine Liturgy ap-
proved by the Holy Eparchial Synod. 
Publication is anticipated by this fall, 
with distribution through the Depart-
ment of Religious Education.

In addition to the pew hymnal, the 
National Forum is updating its instruc-
tional series, Hymn of the Orthodox 
Faith, to include the new text and music.

This will also be available in the fall 
to church schools and families. To as-
sist choirs and parishes in the transition 
with the new sira of the Divine Liturgy, 
the National Forum and kits affiliate 
Metropolis Church Music Federations 
will be scheduling a series of Church 
Music Institutes. These will be coor-
dinated with each Metropolitan for his 
Metropolis.

Updates to the National Forum 

website (www.churchmusic.org) will 
soon include references to established 
schools of chant and resources available 
to chanters as well as other resources 
for choir directors, congregational sing-
ing, and clergy. Another major area of 
emphasis is the development of youth 
choirs and transitioning youth choir 
singers into the adult choir. The Forum 
is developing a list of youth workers 
in each Metropolis and will coordinate 
available materials and resources with 
them.

A highlight of the meeting was an 
excursion and guided tour of the St. 
Nicholas National Shrine at the World 
Trade Center. Andrew Veniopoulos, the 
project manager, met the Forum repre-
sentatives and gave a tour of the interior. 
The view from the shrine is mind bog-
gling and the structure can be seen from 
many vantage points.  The church musi-
cians sang Eonia I Mnimi and Ti Iper-
macho inside the structure, and then had 
the opportunity to sign the wall. It was a 
moving and emotional experience.

Church musicians of the National 
Forum are available to assist parishes 
and choirs/chanters with resources to 
improve the worship experience of the 
faithful.

Submitted by Maria Keritsis, na-
tional chairman

by Maria Keritsis
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fed and energized, and then, America 
would have experienced its greatest ca-
tastrophe ever,” Fr. Paris said. 

Fr. Paris and his family were among 
those who had to evacuate. “It was diffi-
cult for all of us. The saddest day of my 
life was leaving my home, seeing the 
pictures and memories of my children, 
saying my prayers, and just leaving one 
light on before closing up and heading 
to a non evacuation area home--our little 
red candeli light in front of our iconosta-
sion. As I pulled out of the driveway, I 
took what may have been the last pic-
ture of our home.”

St. Katherine-Melbourne: The 
church is about 10 miles from the At-
lantic and was not affected by the storm 
surge, Fr. Demetri Tsigas and adminis-
trator Despina Echevarria reported.

The church did experience some 
wind damage to roof shingles and vinyl 
fencing. “We lost our Greek flag and 
lost power and water for four days,” Fr. 
Tsigas noted. All refrigerated and fro-
zen food items also were lost.

About one third of the parishioners 
of this 200-family community were un-
der mandatory evacuation three days 
before the storm hit and nearly all had 
minor damage. Some had flooding and 
more significant damage and nearly all 
lost power and water for several days

There were no injuries or fatalities 
and Fr. Tsigas estimates it would take 
about a month to recover and resume a 
normal schedule.

St. Augustine – The oldest city in 
the U.S. is home to Holy Trinity Church, 
St. Photios Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine and the Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center.

St. Photios Shrine
The Shrine is located on pictur-

esque St. George Street that is only a 
few blocks from the bay, but no wa-
ter damage occurred to the building.  
Shrine Director Polly Hillier reported 
on Wednesday, Sept. 13 that the Shrine 
manager, Gina Bingman, and volun-
teers completed the total clean-up of 
roof, backyard and courtyard debris. 
Power was restored Sept. 11.

“Clergy and parishioners have 
checked in from St. Demetrios (Dayto-
na Beach), Holy Trinity (St. Augustine) 
and St. John the Divine (Jacksonville).  
All churches are intact and aside from 
trees down on one house, another pa-
rishioner with a tree fallen through her 
SUV, all seems well,” she said. “Special 
thanks to Metropolitan Alexios, Metro-
politan Isaiah and George Anderson 
who contacted us with their prayers, 
support and concerns.”

OCMC
The Orthodox Christian Mission 

Center headquarters and training cen-

ter is located about 10 miles from the 
oceans.

The day before Irma reached Flor-
ida, the OCMC complex already was 
closed and evacuated. In his report to 
the board of directors following the 
storm, director Fr. Martin Ritsi said the 
OCMC followed the procedures of the 
local schools which closed two days be-
fore the arrival of the storm. 

“The schools would remain closed 
through Friday (Sept. 9) and reopen to-
day Sept. 11. So, today is also our first 
day back. 

“After the storm, I checked on the 
building a few times and it was com-
pletely fine, aside from losing power,” 
Fr. Martin reported. “It is a solid and 
well-sealed structure. On the property, 
all our trees are still standing and the 
retention pond drained well and nev-
er overflowed. To those of you who 
helped with the design and construc-
tion of OCMC, thank you for your good 
planning.”

St. Nicholas Cathedral - Tarpon 
Springs: Administrative assistant Soul-
tana Kalligas reported that Tarpon 
Springs did not get the brunt of the 
storm and the parish was spared serious 
damage.

“Tarpon Springs has a unique land-
scape of bayous and canals leading to 
the Gulf of Mexico,” she noted in her e-
mail response. “St. Nicholas Cathedral 
is very close to Spring Bayou, but far 
enough from the actual beach to be in 
danger during a storm surge. No storm 
surge hit our area.”

She also said the church did not 
have wind damage, but some water 
leaked through the roof.

Many parishioners living near the 
Gulf did evacuate however. “All parish-
ioners in Zones A and B, as well as mo-
bile home owners had to evacuate. Most 
homes were affected by fallen trees, but 
not by flood or wind damage,” she said.

Evacuation began two days before 
the storm hit. Power was out for about 
six days and the Divine Liturgy was 
cancelled Sept. 10.

There are about 700 stewards of St. 
Nicholas Cathedral.

St. John the Divine- Jacksonville: 
Though Jacksonville suffered extensive 
flooding, the church had only minor 
damage and some leaks, Fr. Nicholas 
Louh reported. Sunday Divine Liturgy 
was cancelled on Sept. 10.

South Carolina
Holy Trinity- Charleston ,S.C. – A 

few hundred miles up the coast from the 
hardest-hit parts of Florida, Holy Trin-
ity Church was seriously affected by the 
eastern edge of Irma.

Parish priest Ari Damaskos report-
ed that volunteers had placed sandbags 
and tarps around the church Sept. 9 in 
advance of the storm.
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Annual ‘Blessing of the 
Waters’ Held in New Jersey

Illinois Church Celebrated Centennial
with Display of Saint’s Relics from Greece

NJ Parish Marks 20th Year
of Bid n’ Buy Fundraiser

‘Flash Choir’ Provides Outreach 
in Chicago Metropolis

Metropolis News

ASBURY PARK, N.J. – On a 
warm Sept. 16 Sunday along the Atlan-
tic Ocean, Orthodox faithful gathered to 
continue the traditional “Blessing of the 
Waters.” The day began with the Divine 
Liturgy of the Feast of the Cross, at the 
Paramount Theatre on the boardwalk.

Thousands arrived from New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Dela-
ware to be part of the annual tradition. 
Following services, families gathered 
on the boardwalk outside the famed 
Theatre where a bust of Patriarch Athe-
nagoras was decorated with a wreath. 
A procession then followed, onto the 
beach waterfront, led by priests and 
altar boys from various churches from 
around the area.

PALOS HEIGHTS, Ill. - In cele-
bration of its 100-year anniversary, St. 
Spyridon Church displayed the holy 
relic of the right hand of St. Spyridon 
that were brought to the parish from 
Greece Oct. 11-15. Metropolitan Nek-
tarios of Kerkyra headed a delegation 
accompanying the relic. Fr. Tilema-
hos Alikakos of St. Spyridon Church 
invited the faithful to see and venerate 
the sacred right hand of the church’s 
patron St. Spyridon and receive his 
blessing.  

St. Spyridon lived in the end of 
the third and beginning of the fourth 

CHICAGO – The Metropolis 
Federation of Greek Orthodox Church 
Musicians sponsored two Flash-choir 
events this summer. Flash-choir par-
ticipants visited Metropolis churches 
to support/mentor new directors, in-
spire church members to form a choir 
and offer established directors the op-
portunity to conduct Federation mem-
bers.

The Federation Board invited 
available members of choirs from the 
six-state Metropolis to join them in 
visiting two congregations that did not 
have existing choirs. Members were 
asked to bring their robe, Federation 
stole and a copy of Anastasiou’s Mi-

nor Liturgical score.
Thirty-six members visited An-

nunciation Church in Kankakee, Ill., 
in July bringing a portable keyboard 
with them. Fr. Nick Greanias celebrat-
ed the Liturgy and Federation board 
member Nick Paloumpis directed the 
choir accompanied by board member/
organist Diakonissa Mary Zaharas.

On Sunday, Aug. 27, 33 members 
attended St. Iakovos Church in Val-
paraiso, Ind. Federation board mem-
ber Nick Chimitris served as director 
with Alexis Bratsakis accompanying 
the choir on the church’s organ.

Fr. James Greanias celebrated the 
Liturgy.

centuries on Cyprus. Under Emperor 
Constantine the Great, he was made 
bishop of the city of Trimythous on 
Cyprus. In 325, at the First Ecumeni-
cal Council, where the question of the 
unity of the Divine Essence was dis-
cussed, St Spyridon performed a mira-
cle which persuasively interpreted the 
image of the Holy Trinity. Taking a 
brick into his right hand, he squeezed 
it, and as a result, water flowed under-
neath, flames shot up from the brick 
and his hand was left with a lump of 
clay. For this reason, he is depicted in 
icons with a brick in his hand. 

EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP, 
N.J. - St. Elpida Society, the Philop-
tochos chapter of Holy Trinity Church 
will celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
its Bid and Buy fundraiser Nov. 4. The 
event includes a gift preview of the 
hundreds of items, including house-
wares, electronics, children’s toys, 
and designer items and dinner, served 
at 5 p.m.

Prepaid tickets are $20 for adults 
and $12 for children under 12, and 

pay-at-door cost is $25 for adults and 
$15 for children.

The theme is “Cheers to 20 years.”
The Egg Harbor Township chap-

ter meets monthly and participates in 
charitable works to fulfill its mission 
to assist those in need.

For reservations or more infor-
mation, contact Presvytera Voula 
Liacopulos at (609) 653-3107 or Lisa 
Mitoulis, parish administrator, at 609 
653-8092 ext. 5 

As the crowd grew along the water-
front, Metropolitan Evangelos of New 
Jersey walked forward into the waters 
and following a short prayer. A white 
wooden cross was raised as the first of 
four groups of Orthodox youth were 
brushed into the center of the circling 
crowd.

The cross was then thrown  into the 
ocean where the effort to locate and re-
trieve it took place.

Visiting Bishop Akunda of Kisumu 
and Western Kenya also participated. 
He did the honors of throwing the cross 
for the next participating group. The 
four winners of each age group were 
rewarded with crosses and a trophy by 
Metropolitan Evangelos.

WOBURN, Mass. – The Me-
tropolis of Boston and Annunciation 
Church hosted this year’s 34th annual 
St. John Chrysostom National Ora-
torical Festival the weekend of June 
9-11.

The annual event, sponsored by 
the Archdiocese Department of Re-
ligious Education, features young 
people in grades 7-12 who speak on 
selected subjects relating to the Ortho-
dox Christian faith.

The 18 speakers, one each from 
the senior level (grades 10-12) and ju-
nior category (grades 7-9) represented 
every metropolis and the Direct Arch-
diocesan District.

The finalists received scholarship 
awards from the St. John Chrysostom 
Oratorical Festival Scholarship Fund 
and from FAITH: An Endowment for 
Orthodoxy and Hellenism.

The Oratorical Festival Scholar-
ships, awarded to the first three places 
in each division were: First Place, 
$2,000; Second Place: $1,500; and 
Third Place: $1,000. All other final-
ists received $500 each and honorable 
mention certificates.

Presvytera Margaret Orfanakos, 
along with her husband of blessed 
memory, Fr. John Orfanakos, co-
founded the festival in 1983, serves as 
chairman of the Archdiocese National 
Oratorical Festival.

The Rev. Dr. Anton Vrame is the 
Archdiocese Department of Religious 
Education director. The DRE’s Proj-
ect Coordinator for the festival was 
Angeliki Constantine, MDiv.

Commenting on this year’s fes-
tival, Fr. Vrame said, “Every year 
the speakers at the Festival impress 
me with their maturity and depth of 
thought about the Orthodox Faith. 

This is a result of their serious 
preparation, and the support of their 
families and teachers.”

The Friday evening paraklesis, 
clam and lobster dinner, Sunday Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy with Metropoli-
tan Methodios of Boston and farewell 
luncheon took place at the Woburn 
church, about a 20-minute drive north 
of Boston. 

The oratorical festival itself oc-
curred at the Holy Cross Chapel on 
the campus of HCHC on June 10, 
where participants and their families 
had breakfast and lunch. The speaking 
program took place in the Holy Cross 
Chapel.

A visit to the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts and a tour of Boston fol-
lowed, which included a stop at his-
toric Faneuil Hall.

At the end of the Sunday Liturgy, 
officiated by Metropoliltan Methodi-
os and assisted by Fr. Demetre Mott, 
pastor, and other clergy, the Junior 
and Senior Division winners were in-
vited to give their speeches.

Participants
Junior division judges were Eliza-

beth H. Prodromou, PhD, associate 
professor at the Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts Univer-
sity; Grammenos Karanos, PhD, assis-
tant professor of Byzantine Liturgical 

Music at HCHC; and Fr. Constantine 
Newman, PhD, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Church in Concord, N.H.

Senior division judges were 
George Stavros, MDiv., PhD, execu-
tive director of the Danielsen Institute 
and clinical associate professor of 
pastoral psychology at Boston Uni-
versity; Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGer-
ald, MDiv., PhD., adjunct professor 
of theology at Holy Cross School of 
Theology and executive director of 
St. Catherine’s Vision; and James C. 
Skedros, ThD, dean of the school of 
theology.

Junior division
Junior participants spoke on top-

ics that included the mean of the word 
“peace” in the Divine Liturgy, how 
small acts of kindness and generos-
ity can make a difference, the role of 
bread and its symbolism in the Bible 
and in the life of the Church, a saint 
that inspires the speaker to be a bet-
ter Orthodox Christian, and why the 
Church focuses more on the resurrec-
tion and on Christ’s passion and suf-
fering.

Junior speakers and their parishes: 
Mary Catherine Aivaliotis, St. Deme-
trios, Merrick, N.Y; Elisabeth Sta-
matogiannakis, St. John the Divine, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; Nathaniel Nichols, 
Annunciation, Cranston, R.I.; Eirene 
Stavropoulos, St. John the Baptist, 
St. John the Baptist, Des Plaines, Ill  
Joanna Nakas, Sts. Constantine and 
Helen, Annapolis, Md. Evangelos 
Kyriakos Chrisanthus, Holy Trinity, 
Pittsburgh; and Stephen Kaelin, St. 
George, Eugene, Oregon.

Senior division
Senior Division topics posed how 

Orthodox Christians can address the 
gap between rich and poor in the Unit-
ed States, the difference between diet-
ing and fasting and why it is important, 
discussing a psalm that influences the 
speaker’s life, examples idols being 
worshipped today and how an Ortho-
dox Christian can confront them, and 
explaining how Orthodox Christians 
can navigate political conversations 
and make political judgments?

Senior speakers and their parish-
es: William Kanellopoulos, St. Nicho-
las, Flushing, N.Y.; Elizabeth Courey, 
St. Katherine Church, Melbourne, 
Fla.; Alexandra Nicholas, Annuncia-
tion, Cranston, R.I.; Dennis Polite, St. 
Andrew, Chicago; Alexander Shah, 
St. John the Baptist, Euless, Texas; 
Victoria Martine, Holy Trinity, Indi-
anapolis-Carmel, Ind; Konstantinos 
Nakas, Sts. Constantine and Helen, 
Annapolis; Stefan Bordelanu, Holy 
Trinity, Pittsburgh; Dean Anagnosto-
poulos, San Bernardino, Calif.

For Annunciation parish, which 
this year is celebrating its centennial, 
hosting the festival was a “double-
header” taking place over two consec-
utive weekends. Their annual Greek 
Festival was held the following week-
end, June 15-18.

Next year’s National Oratorical 
Festival will take place at St. John the 
Baptist Church, Des Plaines, Ill.

Massachusetts Parish Hosts 18 
Finalists at National Event

St. John Chrysostom National Oratorical Festival
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Encyclical

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

With paternal love in Christ,

The Universal Exaltation of 
The Precious and Life-Giving Cross

BROOKLINE, Mass. – The De-
partment of Religious Education has 
released two educational videos: “We 
Offer These Gifts: The Proskomide Ser-
vice” and “Vested in Grace: The Litur-
gical Dress of Orthodox Clergy.”

Each video is a brief look at these 
two aspects of Greek Orthodox liturgi-
cal life that are not usually seen by pa-
rishioners. The videos were created to 
supplement the Department’s printed 
resources about the liturgical life of the 
Church, including the zines “Heaven 
on Earth: The Divine Liturgy” and “Of 
Your Mystical Supper: The Eucharist.”

The Rev. Dr. Anton Vrame, De-
partment director, said, “These are ele-
ments of Orthodox liturgy that are often 
demonstrated in classes by priests or 
teachers. This way a teacher can show 
the videos to a class, stop the presenta-
tion and talk about it a little bit more.”

“We Offer These Gifts” demon-
strates the Proskomide or Prothesis 
service, where the priest prepares the 
bread and wine for the Divine Liturgy 

GOTelecom’s TV crew shoots the videos with Fr. Nicholas Louh, Dn. Athanasios Kartsonis and Bishop 
Dimitrios of Xanthos. (photo courtesy of Nick Furris)

DRE Releases 2 Educational Videos

OCAMPR Conference Set in November

to be consecrated for Holy Commu-
nion. With the camera overhead, view-
ers get a very clear view of each step in 
the service.“Vested in Grace” shows a 
deacon, a priest, and a bishop putting on 
their vestments, showing the prayer that 
is said with each garment, and the sig-
nificance of each.

As Fr. Vrame said, “By showing 
a deacon, a priest, and a bishop be-
ing vested, the viewer can see how the 
three orders of the clergy are connected 
through their vestments.

Also, since most people rarely 
see their bishop being vested, this is a 
unique feature of the video.”

The department worked with GO-
Telecom to create the videos, which 
were filmed at St. John the Divine 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., with Fr. 
Nicholas Louh and Dn. Athanasios 
Kartsonis. Bishop Demetrios of Xan-
thos traveled from St. Augustine, for 
video scenes about the bishop’s vest-
ments, which were directed by Senior 
Producer/Director Nicholas Furris.

Hail! Life-giving Cross, uncon-
querable trophy of godliness, door to 
Paradise…. (Hymn of Vespers)

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, 
the Monks and Nuns, the Presidents 
and Members of the Parish Councils 
of the Greek Orthodox Communi-
ties, the Distinguished Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, 
Afternoon, and Church Schools, the 
Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the 
entire Greek Orthodox Family in 
America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

 Today we venerate the precious 
and life-giving Cross of our Lord as 
it is lifted up in our midst.  We are 
gathered on this blessed feast to exalt 
before all of the world the Cross that 
became a means of peace, a trophy of 
godliness, and the door to salvation.  
We offer praises to God for through 
the Cross, death and corruption have 
been destroyed and the power of 
grace has transformed our lives.

As we join with faithful down 
through the centuries in lifting high 
the emblem of our faith, we know 
many look upon the Holy Cross and 
ask questions.  How can an instru-
ment of torture and death offer a way 
to true and eternal life?  How can this 
means of a shameful act be the means 
of divine power?  How can a weapon 
of fear instill hope, bring healing, and 
give us peace?

We answer these questions on 
this feast and through our worship 
and witness by offering honor and 
glory to Christ, Who was crucified 
on that very cross. Through Christ’s 
sacrifice for our sake the precious 
Cross has become salvation for our 
souls.  By Jesus’ holiness the Cross 
has become radiant, guiding us to the 
truth of God’s grace and forgiveness. 
In His willing offering so that we 
will not face corruption and death, 
the Cross offers hope revealing the 
fulfillment of the promises of God.  
Today our hearts are filled with joy 

as we look upon the Holy Cross and 
celebrate the great mercy that has 
been revealed by Christ.

On this day we also offer our 
prayers and support for our beloved 
Holy Cross School of Theology and 
for the students, faculty and staff who 
serve each day under the sign of the 
Cross.  As this is the feast day for our 
Schole, it is also a day that reminds 
us of the power of the Cross in the 
lives of those who are preparing to 
serve Christ and His Church. Men 
and women from throughout our 
Holy Archdiocese and from around 
the world have come to this sacred 
place of calling, prayer and learning, 
and they have dedicated their lives 
to the way of the Cross.  By mak-
ing tremendous sacrifices, they have 
heeded the call of our Lord.  They 
have directed their hearts and minds 
to Christ and the need and priority of 
the Gospel in our world.  Through 
the dedicated work of the faculty and 
staff of Holy Cross and the focus on 
spiritual growth and prayer, they are 
experiencing the Cross as holiness, 
as a source of strength, as healing and 
hope. They are being equipped to an-
swer the questions of those who look 
upon the Cross, and through wor-
ship, the Holy Sacraments, teaching, 
preaching, and service, they will lead 
them to Christ.

As we offer our prayers for our 
Holy Cross School of Theology and 
our seminarians, may we also give in 
support of them and the vital role our 
Schole has in the life of the Church.  
As we lift high and exalt the precious 
and life-giving Cross of Christ, may 
we affirm our commitment to Holy 
Cross and its mission to serve our 
Lord, the Gospel, and His Church. 
May we also join together on this day 
and every day in offering a witness to 
all of the hope, grace, and life that has 
come to us through the precious and 
life-giving Cross.

OCAMPR (Orthodox Christian 
Association of Medicine, Psychology 
and Religion) will offer 18 workshop 
presentations and 10 paper presenta-
tions at its upcoming conference, slated 
for Nov. 2-4 at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center in Somerset, N.J., “Resiliency: 
Body, Mind, and Spirit.”

Workshop topics will include: 
Working in the Vineyard: The Resil-
iency of Lay Laborers, Becoming a 
Healing Presence, Lazarus is Dying…
Again: Reflections on Consubstantial-
ity and Spiritual Resilience, Achieving 
Wellness in Confinement: How a Small 
Health Success from a Prison Can Guide 
us to Achieve Greater Health Success 
Nationwide,  Resiliency on Deploy-
ment: Lessons from an Ebola Treatment 
Unit in Monrovia, Liberia, The Resil-

ient Missionary Model,  On the Way to 
Theosis Through the Christian Family, 
Orthodox Medical Missions Around 
the World, Holistic Christian Life, The 
Burning Bush: Can a Caregiver be 
both “On Fire” and “Not Consumed”?, 
Functional Medicine – The True Path to 
Health and Healing,  Raising Resilient 
Children, Caregiver Resiliency, Healing 
and Transformation in Jungian Psychol-
ogy and Orthodox Christianity, The Re-
silient Marriage, Paradise Lost and Par-
adise Regained: Authentic Restoration 
to God, A Psychoanalytic Perspective,  
Healing the Healer: Watchfulness, Con-
templation, and Resilience, and What 
it Means to be an Orthodox Therapist: 
Three Perspectives.

More information, visit www.oc-
ampr.org

The Aegean Duo

A Night in Athens Trio

125 SE Mizner Blvd, Suite 14  
Boca Raton, FL 33432

Local 561-447-0750 
Toll Free 1-866-447-0750  

Ext 102 or 108

Judith@travelgroupint.com

 Departing  
Fort Lauderdale to  

St Kitts, St. Maarten,  
San Juan & Labadee 

Basile

It just keeps getting 
bigger and better! 

Enjoy Private Greek 
Entertainment, a  

Greek Festival 
at Sea, Special 
Activities and  

Greek Food!

Sponsored by  
St. Mark Greek 

Orthodox Church  
of Ocala, FL

Announcing our 12th Annual

opa! greek cruise
February 3-11, 2018

Book now  
before rates 

increase!
Prices start at  

$959 per person

www.opacruise.com

For reservations  
and information contact:

Rates are per person, double 
occupancy and include cabin, 
port charges, taxes and entry  

to all private oPA events.
Rates and information subject to 

change at any time without notice.
Cabins are capacity controlled.

Freedom of the Seas®

You must reserve 
your cabin with 
TRAVELGROUP to 
enter all of the private 
Greek Entertainment 
events
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To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 
Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Dis-
tinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and 
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sis-
terhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Orga-
nizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox 
Family in America.

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

On October 15, we commemorate 
National Leadership 100 Sunday as we 
look forward to the Feast of Saint Iako-
vos on October 23. We give thanks to 
God for the courage and strength and 
labor in love of the members of Leader-
ship 100 and celebrate the great achieve-
ments over 33 years of the Leadership 
100 Fund. Now, for more than three de-
cades since its founding by Archbishop 
Iakovos of Blessed Memory, Leadership 
100 has remained firm in its commitment 
to support the ministries and institutions 
of our Church for the glory of God.  For 
eighteen of those years, I have witnessed 
the dedication of these outstanding lead-
ers, men, women and young adults, who 
give their time and energy out of a deep 
and abiding love to serve and enable the 
sacred ministries of our Archdiocese. 

Leadership 100 has reached out 
first and foremost to our youth and chil-
dren and families through its support of 
Church Summer Camps in the Direct 
Archdiocesan District and in each Me-
tropolis, of Youth and Young Adults 
programs, of the Center for Family Care 
Family Ministries while remaining firm 

in its commitment to provide precious 
gifts to men called to the Holy Priest-
hood through scholarships offered to our 
beloved Holy Cross School of Theology 
and to assist active and retired clergy and 
presvyteres.

 Leadership 100, furthermore, has 
provided essential resources from the lo-
cal to the national and international level, 
by assisting new and struggling parishes 
through the Home Mission and Small 
Parish Programs, through Religious Edu-
cation and Greek Education and Inter-
net Ministries and GOTelecom, and to 
expand the outreach of Inter-Orthodox, 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations to 
other religious and charitable institutions 
and to the United Nations.

In our challenging times, Leadership 
100 has supported the charitable outreach 
of International Orthodox Christian 
Charities, the Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center, Orthodox Christian Prison 
Ministry and Orthodox Christian Fellow-
ship and other ministries under the As-
sembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
of the United States of America. These 
courageous actions have witnessed to 
both love and truth in the face of mount-
ing odds in crisis after crisis at home and 
abroad. 

On this ninth commemoration of Na-
tional Leadership 100 Sunday, I ask all of 
our parishes to honor Leadership 100’s 
faithful legacy of service and to recog-
nize its members and their example.  May 
we acknowledge the special blessings of 
God through Leadership 100’s precious 
gifts. We fervently pray that the Lord will 
continue to bless abundantly Leadership 
100 in the decades to come, and keep its 
members in health and prosperity as they 
continue to stand firm in the faith and do 
all that they do in love.

EncyclicalsReflections
Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year

This Feast has also been designated 
by our beloved Ecumenical Patriarchate 
as the Day for the Protection of our Nat-
ural Environment. The focus of this day 
on prayer, renewal, and hope connects 
clearly with this observance and our 
reflection on our relationship with the 
created order. As we ask God for pro-
vision and protection, we acknowledge 
our responsibility to be good stewards 
of all that He has made. He has given 
us the resources, knowledge, and skill to 
address our physical needs and those of 
others, just as He is faithful to provide 
for our spiritual needs. In this proper 
relationship with our Creator and His 
creation, we work for peace. We seek 
balance between our genuine needs and 
our care for our natural environment and 
each other.  We offer a witness of our 
faith and guidance to others as we share 
and sustain, motivated by God’s love 
and our love for all that He has made.

This divine love and our compas-
sion for each other and God’s creation 
helps us forgive others just as He for-

gives us.  In grace and truth we confront 
abuse, waste, and greed, inspiring trans-
formation in the way people live in this 
world.  We engage with the challenging 
environmental issues of our times and 
seek peace and deliverance for those 
who suffer. We work respectfully and 
creatively for solutions to challenging 
issues so that life is sustained.  As our 
hope is in our salvation through Christ, 
we protect the natural environment 
knowing that creation itself will be set 
free from its bondage to decay and ob-
tain the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. (Romans 8:21)

As we begin this Ecclesiastical 
Year, I pray that the blessings and mercy 
of Almighty God will be with you each 
and every day.  I pray that you will wit-
ness the power of His grace throughout 
the year as you pray daily, seeking His 
will, living in His presence, and gather-
ing to worship in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

With paternal love in Christ,

With paternal love in Christ,

Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, 
be courageous,
be strong. Let all that you do be done 
in love.
(I Corinthians 16:13)

National Leadership 100 Sunday

Spiritual warfare. As Christians, 
we sometimes forget the gravity, pres-
ence and activity of the adverse powers 
in our world. We become complacent 
and blame politics, society, even guns 
for our woes. And yet, there exists a 
dimension of reality whose influence 
is so pervasive and so very dangerous 
because for the most part it is unseen.

The subtle whispers in our ear, 
thoughts of despair, worthlessness, 
hopelessness, and feelings of rage, an-
ger, jealousy and envy that seethes and 
grows planting seeds of bitterness in 
our path are a product of spiritual war-
fare. An Orthodox priest once told me 
that we must be “aware of where these 
thoughts originate”. Scripture makes it 
very clear that the darkness does not al-
ways announce itself. In fact, it is many 
times veiled in lies and deceit. Even in 
beauty.

Many years ago, I followed a spiri-
tual calling in my heart to serve in pris-
on outreach and then in prison ministry. 
It led me to volunteer within the prison 
system in Camden, N.J., and then to 
participate in prison education in Cy-
prus. However, despite my years of ex-
perience, I was perhaps unprepared to 
serve someone who in fact was the most 
deceptively beautiful and innocent soul 
I have ever encountered: Dylann Roof, 
the perpetrator of the Emmanuel Nine 
tragedy in Charleston, S.C.

The young man who sat in a Bible 
study group gaining the trust and expe-
riencing the kindness of his hosts, who 
calmly opened fire and murdered them. 
I can unequivocally say that he had the 
prettiest smile that I have ever seen in 
my life. It seemed to light up the uni-
verse beyond the prison walls. He was 
captivating and charming. I prayed on 
him and with him during our visits. In 
fact, I taught him the Jesus Prayer.

I had wondered how nine God 
loving and wise souls, many of them 
clergy, teachers, even a state senator, 
could not discern the evil intent lurk-
ing within this young many when he 
entered their church. However, after 
meeting him I understood. Heartbreak-
ingly, he embodied that traits of decep-

tion and deceit.
It was a profound reminder that 

though this young man allowed his 
soul to open to a grave darkness, we 
must all be vigilant and aware of the 
subtle whispers that invade our hearts: 
the white lies, mistruths, gossip, and 
slander. Presenting ourselves as near as 
possible to perfection in public while 
holding hatred in our hearts in private. 
Siblings working to undermine a par-
ents’ love for their brother or sister. 
Greed. Manipulating our elderly for 
financial gain. And using politics and 
ideologies to alienate and judge others. 

The closer we move to our Lord, 
and the more we surrender to doing the 
Lord’s work in the world – the greater 
the attacks will be upon our souls. “The 
further the soul advances, the greater 
are the adversaries against which it 
must contend. Blessed are you if the 
struggle grows you fierce against you at 
the time of prayer”. Evagrius of Pontus. 

And the words of the saint were 
confirmed to me by another Orthodox 
priest. I said in response to a serious 
back injury and subsequent rehabili-
tation, “It seems we are spiritually at-
tacked when we are vulnerable and 
weakened”. He said “Jackie, we are 
also attacked in our strength and be-
cause we love God”. So as we move in 
the world and live on this earthly plane, 
let us always remember that the wars 
waged are not only physical between 
nations, but by the legions upon our 
souls.

Though it may appear otherwise, 
Dylann Roof is not the true enemy. Nor 
are our family members, godparents, 
coworkers, even our fellow parishio-
ners, or whoever may have allowed 
themselves to open to the darkness and 
sinfulness. The true enemy was and will 
always be the great Deceiver, the Evil 
One. And our Lord, always our Lord, is 
our eternal comfort, strength, and pro-
tection. Therefore, we must pray and 
pray unceasingly. For the battle is real 
and upon us all.

Jackie Morfesis is an educator and 
has been active in prison ministry for 
many years.

by Jackie Morfesis

Confronting the Enemy in Spiritual Warfare

As the Archdiocese will mark the 100th year of its founding in 1922, a number 
of parishes founded in the decades the late 19th and early 20th centuries have 
already celebrated their centennials and more and more communities will also 
mark this important milestone in the coming years.

The Orthodox Observer welcomes articles and photos from parishes on their 
celebrations and offers a few guidelines for submission of articles and informa-
tion about these events. Communities planning a series of events taking place 
over the course of the year, may submit an article noting these activities two or 
three months in advance for publication in an issue of the Observer prior to 
the start of festivities. If a celebratory activity such as a banquet or other formal 
program, is planned, an article and photos may be sent immediately after it has 
taken place. Articles and stories may be 500 to 700 words in length. Pictures 
should be high resolution (300 dpi or greater). Photos posted online are not of 
high enough resolution for use in a print publication. Further photo guidelines 
are available on the classified advertising page. More information, e-mail: jim@
goarch.org Parishes observing this event in 2017 are asked to send a brief e-mail 
as to the date of its primary celebration so a listing of all these communities may 
be included in the December issue.

Guidelines for Centennial News
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Obituaries
MEMPHIS, Tenn. - wife of retired 

priest Fr. Nicholas L. Vieron, died Aug. 
30.

In addition to her great love for 
her immediate family, Presvytera Bess 
had two great passions. One was a zeal 
for teaching the Greek language to the 
youth of the Annunciation Church lo-
cated at 573 N. Highland. The other en-
deavor to which she was greatly devoted 
was her nursing career.

Presvytera Bess’ role as Greek 
school teacher was chief among the 
many ways she served the Annuncia-
tion parish. She embraced this role upon 
her arrival in Memphis in 1955.Her ser-
vice lasted for five decadesShe loved 
her students  Her pupils remember well 
her strictness tempered by a gentle and 
loving spirit. She considered them all 
to be her children. None will forget her 
insistence that they “talk to the clock” 
when delivering a graduation speech or 
performing in a Greek school play..

Bess Vieron also loved nursing. It 
was not until 1967, at age 40, that she 
embarked on studies that led to this 
vocation which brought her such great 
satisfaction  She did much more than 
dispense meds and make rounds. Mrs. 
Vieron was helpful and considerate with 
her coworkers and displayed great com-
passion for her patients. She spent the 
first 16 years of her nursing career at the 
old Baptist Hospital located in down-
town Memphis and worked another 
25 years at a nursing home where she 
displayed the same dedication to nurs-
ing as she displayed to her family, ex-
tended church family, and Greek school 
students.

Presvytera Bess was preceded in 
death by her parents, Apostolos and 
Artemis Efantes, and by her brother, 
Charles Efantes.

of several congregations during times 
of growth and transition, including the 
following California and Hawaii com-
munities: 

St Dionysios Church - Pittsburg, 
(1996-2000); Greek Orthodox Mission 
- Maui, Hawaii (2000 - 2002); St. Bar-
bara - Santa Barbara (2002-2003); As-
sumption  - Long Beach (2004 - 2006); 
Holy Trinity, - San Francisco (2007-
2008); and as Chancellor - Metropolis 
of San Francisco (2008-2011).

He was loved and respected by his 
former parishioners for his devotion, 
faithfulness and kindness, and has been 
a source of inspiration for the younger 
clergy he has mentored during his min-
istry.

Fr. James shared 64 joyful years of 
marriage with Presvytera Evelyn who 
was not just the love of his life but also 
a source of strength and inspiration for 
his ministry. 

Other survivors include four chil-
dren - Bill (Lisa), Penny (Rich Galliani) 
and Tom.

Evangeline, their infant daughter, 
died at birth in 1964.  Also surviving are 
several grandchildren and great grand-
children and step-grandchildren.

Metropolitan Gerasimos presided at 
services Oct. 3 and 4.

Donations in Fr. James Adams’ 
memory can be made to: Nativity of 
Christ Greek Orthodox Church, 1110 
Highland Drive, Novato, CA 94949; or 
the Metropolis of San Francisco Bishop 
Anthony Philoptochos Student Aid En-
dowment Fund, 245 Valencia Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94103.
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She is survived by her husband of 
69 years, Fr. Nicholas, pastor emeritus 
of the Annunciation Church, her two 
sons, Paul and Lee (Beverly), and her 
cherished and much-loved daughters, 
Ann and Joan. Her beloved grandchil-
dren are Nicholas (Ariana), Matthew, 
Stephanie Vieron Leary (Kevin), and 
Vasiliki. Her four treasured great grand-
children are Sophia Kali Vieron, Luke 
Vieron, James Leary, and William 
Leary. Her God daughter, Elaine Kev-
gas, held a very special place in Bess’s 
heart and she loved her brother’s chil-
dren, Denise and Charles. 

Mrs. Vieron’s last few challenging 
days were made easier by the inspired 
team of Crossroads Hospice. Her fam-
ily is, of course, grateful for her devoted 
care giver, Mona Blocker, and to the 
many fellow parishioners who displayed 
their love for Presvytera in a myriad of 
ways. She and her family were particu-
larly blessed by the visit of her pastor, 
Fr Simon Thomas, who anointed her for 
spiritual healing and prayed the special 
prayers that the Church provides for the 
last days and hours.

Funeral service was Sept. 4 at An-
nunciation Church. Memorials may be 
sent to the church.

of the Office of Vocation and Min-
istry at Hellenic College Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. 
They highlighted the importance of 
ministry directed to all ages and stages 
of youth and identified various chal-
lenges and opportunities to the care of 
youth and emerging leaders. We re-
main mindful of the beauty and sanctity 
of childhood, which our Lord Himself 
experienced, sanctifying its vulnerabil-
ity and integrity, its dependency and 
its development into Godliness. Jesus 
Christ welcomed and blessed the young 
children, and we are thus reminded that 
“for to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 14.14). We remain 
steadfast in our commitment to guard 
“their lives according to God’s word” 
(Psalm 110.9), so that they may “set an 
example for all believers in speech and 
conduct, in love, faith and purity” (1 
Timothy 4.12).

Saint John Chrysostom’s love and 
compassion for children moves us to 
urge the clergy, the faithful, and all 
people of good will, to “let everything 
take second place to our care of our 
children...” (Homily 21, Homilies on 
Ephesians). In this spirit, and in com-
mon cause for the benefit of all our 
children, we voice our fervent prayers 
and unyielding support for the children 
and youth of our Church and assure all 
our faithful of the tireless commitment 

of the Hierarchy to the welfare of its 
youngest and most vulnerable flock. 
We encourage all our youth, in unity of 
mind and heart, to grow in wisdom and 
the understanding of the treasures of the 
Church, which are the firm foundation 
of their future and the ground that may 
support their labors in and for the world.

In a connected way, we denounce 
all social, political and cultural traves-
ties which threaten the physical safety 
and moral security of God’s children. 
The plight of hundreds of thousands of 
unaccompanied migrant and refugee 
children, as well as the millions of wom-
en, men, and children exploited in mod-
ern slavery across the globe touches our 
hearts. We beseech the faithful to see in 
them Christ Himself, Who also fled to 
foreign lands in infancy, and to assist 
them whenever possible. Similarly, we 
unequivocally denounce the continua-
tion of violence and bloodshed through-
out the world, especially in the Middle 
East and North Africa, where ongoing 
brutality—too often in the name of re-
ligion—threatens children and adults 
alike. We pray for the protection of 
Christians and all other vulnerable com-
munities throughout the world; for the 
cessation of terrorism and persecution 
wherever they occur; and for lasting 
peace and justice to reign throughout 
God’s world.

We also express our profound con-
cern over the recent attack in Las Ve-
gas, which left nearly sixty dead and 

hundreds injured. Yet again, we witness 
one more egregious act of hatred and 
terror. Unfortunately, such sights have 
become all too familiar in our society; 
they are the antithesis of love and the 
worst example for our children of what 
mankind can be. We are called to rise up 
in witness of a love that conquers fear 
and hatred, and to bear witness before 
society and all civil authorities of the 
need to eliminate violence.

Furthermore, we reflected on re-
cent disasters affecting our communi-
ties, namely the devastating hurricanes 
and earthquakes. We pray fervently for 
those who lost their lives and their live-
lihoods and for all those impacted. We 
urge the faithful to continue to support 
humanitarian relief efforts through In-
ternational Orthodox Christian Charities 
(IOCC), an agency of the Assembly.

Our work also included a presen-
tation by the Committee for Canonical 
Regional Planning, which reviewed the 
findings of its study “Places of ‘Great-
er Orthodox Unity’ in America: Local 
inter-Parish Cooperation.” The hier-
archs commended Metropolitan Nico-
lae, Chairman of the committee, for his 
efforts, endorsed the work of the com-
mittee, and authorized the committee 
to continue its work. We also heard re-
ports by Orthodox Christian Fellowship 
(OCF) and IOCC, which led to fruitful 
and open discussion. We especially of-
fered thanksgiving to God for the hu-
manitarian service offered by IOCC, 

which celebrates its 25th anniversary 
this year. We also considered ideas that 
might help further express our common 
faith through common works of charity.

Recognizing the blessing that it is 
to gather in peace in order prayerfully 
to reflect upon the life of the Church, 
we express our deep gratitude to all 
those who planned and prepared for 
this year’s Assembly. It is our common 
conviction that, in coming together in 
fraternity to address common issues of 
pastoral concern, welfare and mission, 
we are strengthened in our witness and 
work in this God-preserved land.

We offer our paternal prayers for all 
the children of the Church, our beloved 
flocks. May the abundant blessings of 
the All-Merciful Trinity–the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit–be with you all!

Archbishop Demetrios, Chairman
Bishop John, 2nd Vice Chairman
Archbishop Michael, Treasurer
Bishop Gregory, Secretary, Met-

ropolitan Methodios, Metropolitan 
Alexios, Metropolitan Evangelos, 
Bishop Demetrios, Bishop Sevastianos, 
Bishop Apostolos, Metropolitan Anto-
ny, Bishop Daniel, Bishop Ilia, Bishop 
Ierotheos, Bishop Thomas, Bishop Al-
exander, Bishop John, Bishop Anthony, 
Bishop Irenei, Bishop Maxim, Bishop 
Irinej, Metropolitan Nicolae. Metropoli-
tan Joseph, Bishop Daniil, Metropolitan 
Tikhon, Archbishop Nathaniel, Arch-
bishop Nikon, Archbishop Benjamin, 
Archbishop Melchisedek, Archbishop 
Mark, Bishop David and Bishop Paul.

Fr. Dennis (Dionysios) 
Michelis

Presvytera 
Bess E. Vieron

Sarah A. Pappas

Fr. james T.Adams

BRADENTON, Fla. – Sarah A. 
Pappas, 99, died May 23.

She was the first woman to serve as 
parish council president of Dormition 
of the Mother of God Church in Burl-
ington, Vt., and was named to “Who’s 
Who Among American Women” in the 
1960s.

She and her husband, Nick, also 
were active members at St. George 
Church in Hyannis, Mass., and St. Bar-
bara Church in Bradenton.

Survivors include her husband, two 
sons, two daughters and four grandchil-
dren.

Message of the Assembly of  Canonical Orthodox Bishops

Fr. Dennis (Dionysios) Michelis 
died Aug. 9 at home surrounded by his 
loving family. He was 90 years old.  Fr. 
Dennis was born on Aug. 4, 1927 in Pa-
tras, Greece and was the son of the late 
Peter and Marigo Michelis. 

Protopresbyter Dennis graduated 
from Holy Cross Seminary in Brook-
line, Mass., and married his loving wife 
Mary on Nov. 12, 1950. After his ordi-
nation he was assigned to his first par-
ish, St. Nicholas Church in Portsmouth, 
N.H. In September of 1955 he became 
the pastor of St. Demetrios Church in 
Warren, Ohio where he led his parish 
with great dedication, strength and faith 
in God for 48 consecutive years. 

During his tenure Fr. Dennis wrote 
several books on religion, one of which 
today is in the Vatican and Washington. 
He was a literate scholar earning a Mas-
ter’s in Divinity from Hiram College in 
Hiram, Ohio. He married and baptized 
hundreds of parishioners. He led with 
gentle humility respecting every person 
for who they were. 

Father’s passions included history, 
reading, classical music, traveling, hik-
ing and camping.

After retirement he served as an as-
sistant priest at St. Demetrios Church in 
Rocky River, Ohio. 

He was an extremely devoted hus-
band, father and grandfather and is sur-
vived by his loving wife of 67 years, his 
daughter Lee (Peter) Anestis of York, 
Maine, son Peter Michelis of North 
Canton, Ohio and grandson Peter Anes-
tis of Portland, Maine.
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Family Connections
National Ministries - Center for Family Care

Our wedding day was magical, filled 
with joy and tears, love and nerves, ex-
citement and countless other emotions. 
This moment had been planned out for 
months, every detail meticulously re-
viewed and anticipated. With every last 
flower arranged to perfection, the tables 
precisely set, our guests welcomed, and 
pictures taken, this was the day. Hand in 
hand, we took our first steps as husband 
and wife. All of the hard work from the 
year of planning came to a climax as we 
celebrated the magnificence of our wed-
ding feast! However, as we basked in the 
beauty of the celebration, we knew that 
the real work was just beginning.

During the feast of the Venerable 
and Life-Giving Cross on Sept. 14, I 
am always reminded that the sorrow of 
the Cross and the joy of the Resurrec-
tion are inextricably tied and can never 
be separated; there cannot be one with-
out the other. Similarly, in marriage the 
joyous fruits and labors of love walk 
hand in hand. Jesus once said, “If any 
man would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me” (Luke 9:23). When we are 
joined in matrimony, the Church places 
us side by side so that we may carry the 
cross of life together. But what does this 
journey look like as we face the day-to-
day struggles of marital life?

A priest close to our hearts once 
talked about how my husband and I are 
mirrors for each other, which was a very 
eye-opening statement. I look in a mirror 
multiple times a day to make sure that 
my lipstick isn’t smudged, that I do not 
have food stuck in my teeth, etc. Even 
though mirrors show my flaws and im-
perfections, I am thankful, for without 
them I would never see the things I need 
to fix about my physical appearance. In 
the same way, our true inner selves are 
reflected in the “mirror” of our spouse. 
When you live so closely with another 
human being, you get a much fuller 
picture of what you truly look like, not 
physically but in your heart and soul. 
When my husband and I point out to 
each other something that was said or 
done that was hurtful or selfish, it can 
be painful to hear and hard to admit, but 
seeing our flaws reflected in each other 
is the best way for us to better ourselves. 
As uncomfortable as this process can be 
at times, I am realizing the value of this 
necessary step toward transformation 
and repentance.

As a “mirror” to my spouse, I must 
often remind myself that my role is not 
to point out my husband’s imperfections 
and flaws and simply say change them. 
Our Orthodox perspective of love never 
intrudes upon personal freedom. My job 
is to exude Christ’s love, confronting is-
sues with tenderness and grace, to pro-
vide my husband the opportunity to be 
transformed through his experience of 
God’s love through me, and vice versa. 
I see this example throughout the New 
Testament in every story of Jesus, espe-
cially in the story of the sinful woman 
washing Jesus’s feet with her tears. Sim-

ply being in Jesus’s presence inspired 
this woman to change her entire life. 
What a motivation! If we as husband 
and wife, sinners ourselves, can show 
even a fraction of this kind of love to-
ward each other, there is great hope for 
our marriage and for our ultimate salva-
tion. My husband is not a series of prob-
lems to be fixed; rather, he is a person 
who has a need to be loved and heard in 
a Christ-like manner and, through this, 
transformed. Despite this difficulty of 
having to confront our flaws, mirroring 
each other is an important aspect in the 
growth of our marriage and our growth 
toward Christ.

Moving forward in our marriage, I 
know that we will have moments when 
we exhibit true Christian love to each 
other while also having just as many 
moments when we are not. I know we 
will have times of growth when we are 
reflecting well to each other what we 
need to work on, as well as many times 
when it feels like we are not growing at 
all. However, in the times of doubt and 
struggle, I hope to cling to these beauti-
ful words from Archimandrite Aimilia-
nos’ homily Marriage: the Great Sacra-
ment as motivation, “When two people 
get married, it’s as if they’re saying: To-
gether we will go forward, hand in hand, 
through good times and bad. We will 
have dark hours, hours of sorrow filled 
with burdens, monotonous hours. But in 
the depths of the night, we continue to 
believe in the sun and the light. Oh, my 
dear friends, who can say that his life has 
not been marked by difficult moments? 
But it is no small thing to know that, in 
your difficult moments, in your worries, 
in your temptations, you will be holding 
in your hand the hand of your beloved.” 
Taking hold of the hand of my beloved 
husband, I pray that we will continue to 
bear our cross together as we continue 
our journey toward the Lord.

Maria is the Media Coordinator for 
the Center for Family Care. She and her 
husband Brian reside in Wheaton, Illi-
nois.

PRAYER FOR MARRIED COUPLES
O Lord Jesus Christ our God, our 

sweet Savior, who taught us to pray 
always for each other, so that by thus 
fulfilling the holy law we will be made 
worthy of Your mercy, look down with 
compassion on our married life and 
keep from all perilous falls, from ene-
mies both visible and invisible, my hus-
band/wife whom You have given me, 
that we may pass our time together un-
til the end with oneness of mind. Grant 
him/her health, strength, and fullness of 
wisdom enlightened from above, so that 
he/she may be able to fulfill his/her du-
ties all the days of this life according to 
Your will and commandments. Protect 
and keep him/her from temptations, and 
may he/she be able to bear and conquer 
those temptations that come upon him/
her. Strengthen him/her in right faith, 
strong hope, and perfect love, so that to-
gether we may do good deeds and that 
we may order all our life according to 

Your divine ordinances and command-
ments.

Greatly-merciful Lord, hear us who 
humbly pray to You, and send Your 
divine blessing in truth on our married 
life and on all our good deeds, for it is 
Yours to hear and have mercy on us, our 
God, and to You we ascribe glory, to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. —by Archimandrite Ni-
codim (Mandita) from On the Upbring-
ing of Children

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ON MARRIAGE
• When husband and wife are unit-

ed in marriage they no longer seem like 
something earthly, but rather like the 
image of God Himself.

• The husband and wife should be 
like the hand and eye. When the hand 
hurts, the eyes should be crying, and 
when the eyes cry, the hand should wipe 
away the tears. 

• Two souls united in this way have 
nothing to fear. With harmony, peace 
and mutual love, husband and wife pos-
sess every possible wealth. They can 

CANONSBURG, Pa. – The Arch-
diocese Center for Family Care, in 
conjunction with the host parish of All 
Saints Church of Canonsburg, held its 
second Family Ministry Conference 
with the theme: “The Orthodox Family 
in a Changing World,” on Sept. 20-23.

Sixty participants –including clergy, 
mental-health professionals, ministry 
leaders, and devoted laypersons– from 
across the Archdiocese and other Or-
thodox jurisdictions attended. The con-
ference’ s overall objective was to offer 
perspectives that support family min-
istry geared to the needs of Orthodox 
families and communities.

Keynote addresses were delivered 
by Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh; 
Director of the Department of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries Steven Christo-
forou; and Orthodox author, podcaster 
and blogger, Elissa Bjeletich.

In addition, the conference featured 
numerous workshops led by clergy and 
lay leaders. The sessions highlighted 
some of the challenges families face 
within contemporary culture. FOCUS 
North America led a hands-on pov-
erty simulation that helped participants 
imagine what a life of poverty might 

resemble and how love should be the 
response to those who live in such con-
ditions.

Participants also worked in inten-
sive sessions to reflect upon two short 
presentations, “Becoming a Healing 
Presence,” led by Dr. Albert Rossi, di-
rector of Counseling and Psychological 
Services at St. Vladimir’s Seminary, and 
“Healing the Healer” by Bishop John 
Abdalah of the Diocese of Worcester 
and New England of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese. Pat-
rick Tutella, the founder and Director 
of Caring Connections in Corrections, 
also presented on the characteristics of a 
pastoral-care ministry team. Participants 
were able to engage the content with ac-
tual case scenarios within a small-group 
discussion.

The Center for Family Care received 
receives funding for such conferences 
from the Archbishop Iakovos Leader-
ship 100 Endowment Fund, which sup-
ports its activities and overall mission.

For more information about this 
conference and future conferences visit 
www.family.goarch.org. The keynote 
addresses are available in podcast form 
on Ancientfaith.com.

live in peace behind the impregnable 
wall, which protects them, which is love 
in accordance with God’s will. Thanks 
to love they are harder than a diamond, 
harder than iron, they have everything 
they need as they steer their course to-
wards eternal glory, and enter more and 
more fully into God’s grace.

BECOMING ONE: MARRIAGE AS A 
REVELATION AND A MYSTERY   
“Marriage is a revelation and a mys-

tery.  We see in it the complete transfor-
mation of a human being, the expansion 
of his personality, fresh vision, a new 
perception of life, and through it a re-
birth into the world in a new plentitude.”  
Fr. Alexander Elchaninov, in The Diary 
of a Russian Priest    

Discuss with your spouse how mar-
riage has been an instrument for trans-
formation/growth in your life and what 
you can do together to more fully real-
ize the potential marriage offers for “re-
birth.”

To access more “Becoming One” 
exercises for couples you can visit: 
www.goarch.org/en/couples.

Family Ministry Conference
Held in Pennsylvania

Marriage, Mirrors, and the Path to Salvation
by Maria Diveris McMullen

Center of Family Care photo
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1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed 

on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp 
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either 
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the 

following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 

pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras 
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you 
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own 
photos, send the actual photo.)

•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files 
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality) 

•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing 

file or any other application are not accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-

ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)
•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject 

line write only the word “photos” 
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and 

do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they 

will not be usable.
3) Please include information about the photo(s); 

place, time and event as well as the names of all per-
sons shown, left to right.

GUIDELINES 
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

C A L L  N O W   ( 5 1 6 )  9 3 1 - 2 3 3 3

Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

REAL ESTATE

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

PERSONALIZED GREEK GIFTS 

PILGRIMAGE TOURS

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify 
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise 
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER  has no affiliation with 
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on 
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever 
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or 
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize, 
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time 
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and 
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any 
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER 
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.

Η εταιρία ALEXIOU BROTHERS  η οποία βρίσκεται στο 17ο 
χιλιόμετρο της Εθνικής Οδού Τρικάλων-Λαρίσης από το 1978 
ασχολείται αποκλειστικά με την κατασκευή ξυλογλυπτικών έργων 
βυζαντινής τέχνης και τεχνοτροπίας. Είναι δε από τις λίγες που έχουν 
εναπομείνει στον ελλαδικό χώρο,  απασχολούν μόνο παραδοσιακούς 
τεχνίτες-μάστορες και δραστηριοποιούνται σε ολόκληρο τον κόσμο. 
Αναλαμβάνουμε την ανάληψη κατασκευής μοναδικών ξυλόγλυπτων 
έργων σε παραδοσιακούς, ορθόδοξους βυζαντινούς ρυθμούς σε Ιερούς 
Ναούς, Παρεκκλήσια και Μονές σε οποιαδήποτε πολιτεία των ΗΠΑ. 
Βασικές αρχές της επιχείρησής μας είναι η ποιότητα των υλικών που 
χρησιμοποιούμε, η συνέπεια στο χρόνο παράδοσης των έργων και η 
διαχρονικότητά τους.  

www.iakaf.com • 718.229.4100 

New Retail website

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Πωλείται στο Πόρτο Χέλι–Κόστα νεόδμητη 
οικοδομή 2Χ75 τ.μ. (1502), ημιτελές 
οικόπεδο 2004 τμ. Κάθε διαμέρισμα έχει 2 
κρεβατοκάμαρες, WC και κουζινοτραπεζαρία 
όπως και τζάκι. Το παραπάνω ακίνητο είναι 
μοναδικό στην περιοχή.

Tηλέφωνα επικοινωνίας:  
(693) 649–1201 - (693) 221–4899

PROPERTY FOR SALE IN GREECE

Discover  MOUNT ATHOS
We organize tours that will open up the world of monastic 
life to you. Observe and share in the monks’ daily journey 
as well a peruse the architectural wonders of the Athonite 

monasteries. For the past 25 years our expert guides 
have directed countless excursions to Mount Athos.  

We organize standard or customized tours to suit the 
specific requests of pilgrims. We offer Athos hiking 

and climbing as well. Speak fluent  Greek  and  English.
www.mountathostour.com  
 info@mountathostour.com

Contact : ( 011 30) 2310 554548 
 Mobile: (011 30) 6949311953

ORCHESTRAS & MUSIC

OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS
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HCHC

BROOKLINE, Mass. - On Sep-
tember 13, the eve of the school’s feast 
day, the HCHC community gathered in 
Holy Cross Chapel for Great Vespers, 
presided over by Archbishop Demetrios. 
His Eminence presented the school cross 
to each second-year seminarian and gave 
his blessing to each senior seminarian to 
wear the exorasson.

This moving ceremony, known as 
Stavroforia and Rassoforia, has taken 
place every year for 80 years, since the 
school’s founding in 1937, and is unique 
among American Orthodox seminaries.

New students at both Hellenic Col-
lege and Holy Cross were also presented 
to His Eminence so that he could bestow 
his blessing upon each of them.

The entire HCHC community gath-
ered once again the next morning for an 
Archieratical Divine Liturgy with Arch-

bishop Demetrios to celebrate the Feast 
of the Universal Exaltation of the Pre-
cious and Life-Giving Cross.

Following are the names of the 
school of theology students taking part 
in the Stavroforia and Rassoforia cer-
emony. They are listed according to their 
home metropolis.

STAVROFORIA (top picture)
Direct Archdiocesan District: Alex-

andros Theodore Douvres, Michael Pala-
mara, Nicolaos Paros and Michael Sellas

Boston: Nikolaos Eliadis
New Jersey: Theodore Lyketsos and 

James Monroe Nemkovich
Pittsburgh: Savvas Bournelis and 

Vikentios Livanos
San Francisco: Michael Anthony 

Cornett, Kyle Sterner and Steve Tussing
Ecumenical Patriarchate: Vassilios 

Grigoriadis
Buenos Aires and South America: 

Fabio Lins Leite
Antiochian Archdiocese: Christo-

pher Michael Abdelahad, Robert James 
Hargraves and Nicholas Heide

Two female Master of Divinity can-
didates, Anberin Pasha and Elizabeth 
Thomas, both from India, received spe-
cial crosses.

RASSOFORIA (below picture)
Direct Archdiocesan District: Alex-

andros Avgeris, Philip Joseph Halikias, 
Simeon George Pardalis and Nicolaos 
Paros

Atlanta: Menios Nicholas Papadimi-
triou and Trevor John Bullock

Boston: Zisis Lappas
Denver: Jeremy Edward Troy
New Jersey: Nicholas Birbilis
Pittsburgh: Demetrios Constantine 

and Emmanuel Spero Maginas
San Francisco: Matthew Jouthas, 

Efstratios Jon Magoulias, Christos Con-
stantine Papademos and Steve Tussing

Tanya Contos is HCHC senior writ-
er and editor of the monthly presidential 
newsletter.

by Tanya Contos

HCHC Begins New Year on Holy Cross Feast Day

Ministry Plan Implemented

GOA/D.Panagos photo

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Y2AM

Youth and young adult ministry 
workers around the United States are 
doing an incredible job. Yet, if any-
thing, they are doing too much: writing 
sessions, planning lock-ins or district re-
treats, coordinating trips; the list is end-
less. The process of researching and cre-
ating new programs and curricula, year 
after year, is exhausting. We’ve heard 
from too many ministry workers who 
are exhausted, spinning their wheels as 
they try to create ministry from scratch.

We believe there’s a better way.
Y2AM has made a huge differ-

ence in the lives of youth, young adults, 
and families around the world. From 
video series like “Be the Bee” and “The 
Trench” to our many podcasts, blogs, 
retreats, and conferences, Y2AM is 
helping multiple generations connect 
with Christ and live Orthodoxy on a 
daily basis.

At Y2AM, we believe that all youth 
and young adult ministry can be im-
pactful and life-changing. We believe 
that every ministry experience can be 
authentically grounded in the person of 
Christ and give participants a taste of 
the Kingdom of God.

Church workers should be able 
to rely on the Church to give them the 
tools they need to successfully connect 
with and minister to the young people in 
their care, rather than create plans and 
calendars from scratch every year. And 
now then can, because the Y2AM Min-
istry Plan covers everything. 

The plan is a comprehensive set 
of resources for youth and young adult 
ministry at every level for the 2017-18 
ministry year.

Using the Ministry Plan is easy. All 
a ministry worker or parent has to do is 
(1) download the Plan (available as a 
free PDF), (2) find the relevant week or 
month, and (3) use it with their parish 
or family.

The plan contains a nine month 
(36 week) youth ministry program for 
GOYA and HOPE/JOY for parishes, as 
well as nine sessions for young adults 
and OCF groups. 

And, since good ministry needs to 
be reinforced at home, we’ve prepared 
nine monthly resources for families, 
with prayers and nightly devotionals. 

The Y2AM Ministry Plan frees up 
ministry workers and parents to spend 
less time developing content and spend 
more time working with the youth and 
young adults in their care. 

The Ministry Plan theme is: “The 
Fruits of the Spirit: Developing a Life 
in Christ.”

It will center on Galatians 5:22-23: 
The plan offers a rotation of four basics 
kinds of sessions/activities each month, 
to ensure that ministry is well-rounded 
and fully impactful.

Model Month
Week 1: Session (defines the theme 

of the month)
Week 2: Fellowship and fun (build-

ing strong relationships in Christ) 
Week 3: Worship and confes-

sion / group activity (opening hearts to 
Christ’s grace) 

Week 4: Service project (living out 
the fruits of the Spirit)

by Steven Christoforou
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BOSTON – For 47 individuals, the 
31st Metropolis of Boston Awards din-
ner on June 11 was the culmination of 
years of devotion, dedication and offer-
ing their God-given talents to their par-
ishes and the Church, spending count-
less hours at parish council meetings, 
choir rehearsals, prosforo baking, or-
ganizing and serving at Greek festivals, 
frying loukoumades, preparing meals 
for the needy and a laundry list of other 
activities and ministry involvement.

More than 800 attended the annual 
event, held in Randolph, south of Bos-
ton, Metropolitan Methodios of Boston 
established the awards dinner in 1986 to 
bring together the communities of his 
metropolis. 

“We’re a family of 61 parishes, but 
we’re united as a metropolis and united 
as a Church,” he said in welcoming re-
marks. “Every parish community must 
be a modern-day Jacob’s well for those 
who thirst for living water; and a syca-
more tree for the Zachaeuses of our time 
seeking a better view of our Faith,” he 
said.

He also acknowledged the service 
to the Church of some in addition to the 
official awardees for their support of 
metropolis ministries.

Noting that the day also was the 
occasion of the feast days of St. Bar-
tholomew, the Ecumenical Patriarch’s 
patron saint, and St. Barnabas, Met-
ropolitan Methodios cited the philan-
thropic work of Metropolitan Barnabas 
of Neapolis and Stavroupolis, whose 
ministry serves more than 7,000 meals 
a day to the hungry, including many 
newly-arrived refugees from the Middle 
East. Metropolis faithful give substantial 
support to this humanitarian ministry of 
Metropolitan Barnabas, whose See in-
cludes suburbs of Thessaloniki.

Metropolitan Methodios also 
praised the Metropolis Philoptochos, 
led by Board President Frances Levas, 
for their special ministry of providing 
support to returning veterans from the 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. This 
particular ministry provides assistance 
to returning veterans to set themselves 
up in an apartment. “I am grateful to the 
Philoptochos for what they do,” he said. 
“We don’t do enough for those who 
defend this country in every part of the 
world.”

He cited unsung parishioners in 
every parish, such as Sunday school 
teachers “that do so much in every com-
munity such as preparing students to 
participate in the oratorical festival.” 
He expressed his admiration for the elo-
quence and preparation of the speakers 
at the just completed St. John Chrysos-
tom National Oratorical Festival, hosted 
by Annunciation parish in Woburn.

The Metropolitan also bid farewell 
to Consul General of Greece Efigenia 
Kanara; who completing her four-year 
assignment, will assume a new position 
at the Embassy of Greece in Moscow. 
“She stole the heart of everyone,” he 
said.

He identified four Massachusetts 
parishes celebrating their centennials 
this year: Sts. Constantine and Helen, 
Cambridge, Holy Trinity, Holyoke; Sts. 
Constantine and Helen, Andover; and 
Annunciation in Woburn. St. George 
Cathedral in Springfield is observing its 
110th year.

Ministry award recipients are desig-
nated by their individual parishes, with 
the exception of one award Metropoli-
tan Methodios designates.

Metropolis of Boston Awards Dinner Honors Exemplary Service
This year he named Fr. Andrew 

and Presvytera Mary Demotses for the 
honor. Fr. Andrew served as pastor of 
St. Vasiliios Church in Peabody for 39 
years and provided distinguished ser-
vice in many community and private 
philanthropic groups and organizations.

The Metropolitan credited Fr. An-
drew, also a graduate of Yale, with be-
ing his mentor when he first entered 
Holy Cross School of Theology in 1964. 
Since retiring from active parish service, 
Fr. Demotses has recorded hundreds of 
written and recorded materials for the 
Archdiocese website, which include ser-
monettes and meditations.

The program included the National 
Oratorical Festival presentations by the 
Metropolis of Boston winners, a brother 
and sister from Annunciation parish in 
Cranston, R.I., Nathaniel Jacob Nichols 
in the Junior Division

Award presentations
Master of Ceremonies Cathy Pa-

poulias Sakellaris cited characteristics 
of award recipients, noting that 65 per-
cent are involved in fund-raising, teach-
ing and the parish councils of their com-
munities. She noted the combined terms 
of those on the parish councils total 365 
years. Others provide long-time partici-
pation in choirs; some 13 percent bake 
prosforo and 17 percent make loukou-
mades at the Greek festival.

One statistic common to all is “100 
percent attend church every Sunday,” 
she said.

Ms. Sakellaris, assisted by Panayota 
Gounari, associate professor and De-
partment of Applied Linguistics chair-
man at the University of Massachusetts-
Boston, announced the following 2017 
Ministry Award recipients. (Listed by 
state and parish)

Connecticut
Demetrius E. Tasoulas, St. Sophia, 

New London; Nicholas Kilimos, Holy 
Trinity, Norwich.

Maine
Dr. Lambros Karris, St. George, 

Bangor; Christine Rattey, Holy Trinity, 
Lewiston.

Massachusetts
Robert and Patty Trant, Sts. Con-

stantine and Helen, Andover; Spiros 
Prois, St. Athanasius the Great, Arling-
ton; Nicholas Foundas, Annunication 
Cathedral, Boston; Paula Kitas, St. John 
the Baptist, Boston; Vasilios Kesaris, 
St. Catherine, Braintree; Sam and Soula 
Psychos, Annunciation, Brockton;

Vasiliki Yanakopoulos, Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen, Cambridge; Clair 
and Dennis Yannatos, St. George, Cen-
terville; Katina Belezos, Nativity/As-
sumption of the Virgin Mary, Cohas-
set; Jenny Botseas Xifaras, St. George, 
Dartmouth; Marion Dasco, St. Luke, 
East Meadow;

Antonia Gasialis Yiantsidis, St. 
Demetrios, Fall River; Leonidas Harry 
Xarras, Holy Trinity, Fitchburg; Anto-
nis Serivanos, Holy Apostles/Sts. Peter 
and Paul, Haverhill; Michael J. Lukakis, 
Holy Trinity, Holyoke; James G. Tsout-
souras, Assumption, Ipswich; Leo and 
Lariza Panagiotou, St. Nicholas, Lex-
ington; Caneli “Connie” Panas, Holy 
Trinity, Lowell;

Ellen Koutsis Dobi, Transfigu-
ration, Lowell; Christos Ofilos. St. 
George, Lynn; Thomas Moustakis, St. 
Gregory the Theologian, Mansfield; Pe-
ter Michael Chrisafides, Sts. Anargyroi, 
Marlboro; Irene Katsoulis and Daphne 
Tikellis, Annunciation, Newburyport; 
Pamela Karamas Katsiris, St. Vasilios, 
Peabody; Sophia Papakonstantinou-
Donovan, St. Nectarios, Roslindale; 

Christos Karavites, Dormition of the 
Virgin Mary, Somerville;

Marika Hamilakis, St. George Ca-
thedral, Springfield; Arthur and Toula 
Patsios, Taxiarchae, Watertown; Cyn-
thia Johnson, Sts. Constantine and 
Helen, Webster; Patricia Laganas Duka-
kis, St. Demetrios, Weston; Magdalene 
Caros, Annunication, Woburn; Para-
skevi Kasidakos Helali, St. Spyridon 
Cathedral, Worcester.

New Hampshire
Chris Pappas, Holy Trinity, Con-

cord; Nancy Houreas Trudeau, Annun-
ciation, Dover; Susan (Sotiriou) Har-

ris, Taxiarchai, Laconia; Andromahi 
(Andrea) Lekkas Moutsoulis, Assump-
tion, Manchester; Frank Comerford, St. 
George Cathedral, Manchester; Kather-
ine Richo, St. Philip, Nashua; Lina Pa-
pandreou, St. Vasilios, Newport; Viorel 
Costea, St. Nicholas, Portsmouth.

Rhode Island
Eleni Trikoulis, Annunciation, 

Cranston; Brian Froment, Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary, Pawtucket.

Vermont
Nancy Pappas Trombley, Dormi-

tion of the Mother of God, Burlington.

by Jim Golding

Orthodox Observer  photos

Fr. Andrew and Presvytera Mary Demotses receive a special honor from Metropolitan Methodios.

Metropolitan Methodios of Boston opens the 
festivities with a touch of humor.

Metropolis Philoptochos Board President Frances 
Levas thanks chapters for their efforts.

Consul General of Greece Efigenia Kanara praises 
the Greek Orthodox faithful for their service to the 
Church and community.

The Very Rev. Dr. Makarios Niakaros, vice presi-
dent of the New England Clergy Brotherhood of-
fers greetings on behalf of the Metropolis priests.




