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Having experienced the joy of Holy week and Pascha, we now look      
forward to the event of the Ascension of our Lord and Pentecost. At the 
service of Pentecost we will hear and participate in the so-called Kneeling 
Prayers, where among other blessings we ask for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter promised by Christ. But what is the Orthodox 
doctrine about the Holy Spirit? 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God, the third person of the Holy Trinity, 
co-eternal and one in essence with the Father and the Son. In the Gospel 
of John (14:13-17 & 26) we have the words of Christ Himself about the 
Holy Spirit, and the Church expresses this as doctrine concerning the Holy 
Spirit as found in the Nicene-Creed: “...And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the 

Father and Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.”  

So does the Holy Spirit provide personal guidance? 
The Orthodox Church believes that the Holy Spirit guides us personally 
and as a community, the People of God. In the Sacrament of Chrismation, 
each one of us was “sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.” In this     
mystery, our personal relationship with the Holy Spirit is imparted and 
underscored. However, this mystery is imparted within the context of the 
entire faith community, not apart from it. Hence, while being filled with 
the Holy Spirit personally, this is done in the midst of the Church—the 
worshipping and believing community—just as it is impossible to be a 
Christian apart from the People of God. 

While some non-denominational protestant groups may stress the        
ultimate importance of having an “individual personal relationship” with 
Christ, Orthodoxy sees the fulfillment of such personal relationship as 
having its source in all three persons of the Trinity AND within the context 

(Continued on page 5) 

FROM FATHER ANGELO 
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Orthros:                       9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy:            10:00 am 

Weekdays and Feast Days:   See Calendar 

 

Telephone:      810-771-4611 

Fax:                810-771-4586 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday through Thursday 
10 am — 3 pm 

 

Secretary:  Laura Mersinas 

E-Mail:  chsecagoc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.flintorthodox.com 

 

ORGANIZATIONS: 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE   

CHOIR (Nancy Chinonis) 

PHILOPTOCHOS (Ann Lowe) 

GOYA 

GREEK SCHOOL (Anna Anagnostopoulos) 

VIPS (Voula Pagonis) 

AHEPA (Dr. George Politis) 

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE (Cathy Yeotis) 

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

 Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos 

2245 E Baldwin Road, Grand Blanc, MI  48439 

 

Parish Council: 
 

John Hountalas, 

President 
 

Bill Iordanou, 

Vice President 
 

Lucas Photiou, 

Secretary 
 

Debbie Chinonis, 

Treasurer 
 

Susan Kallis 
 

Sophia Martorelli 
 

Tom Pyles 
 

Nick Trifon 
 

Ryan VanDyke 
 

Cathy Yeotis 

 

Paul Margaris 
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MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY . . . . . . . . . .                 Mondays:      10:30am – 12:30 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Second Tuesday of  the month @ 1 pm 

GOYA MEETINGS  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Last Sunday of  the month 

GREEK SCHOOL   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Resumes in September 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Resumes in September 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fourth Tuesday of  the month   6:15pm 

FISH FRY DINNER   . . . (Last day—14 June) . . . .                     Fridays:          3—8 pm 

GREEK DANCE PRACTICE — TEENS  . . . . . .                Saturdays:            2—3:30 pm 

GREEK DANCE PRACTICE — KIDS  . . . . . . . .                      Saturdays:      3:30—4:30 pm      

JUNE 
 

2:  Graduation for Rel Ed & Greek School        after Liturgy 

 9    Spring General Assembly Meeting     after Liturgy 

13  Holy Ascension (Αναλήψεως του Σωτήρος)      10:30 am 

21-23    Greek Festival! 

23  Holy Pentecost                     9 am 

29  Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter & Paul             10:30 am

                               

MAY 

27: Memorial Day Cemetery Blessings      

30   AHEPA/Daughters joint Potluck  6 pm

      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

June 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2013 

JULY 
 

14-20:  Fr Angelo at Metropolis Summer Camp 

  
22 Feast of St Mary Magdelene    

       St Mary Magdelene Orthodox Church, Fenton, MI
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Prosphoron Schedule 
 
 

May 
 

2:    John & Nina Koutrouvidas  

4:    Dean & Joyce Kossaras  

10:  Michael & Alexis Kus 

12:  Jeff & Nancy Lauster 

19:  Ted & Ann Lowe  

26:  Fr. Angelo & Presvy. Teri 

 

June 

2: John & Pauline Mandelaris 

9: Nick & Maria Manutes  

13: Paul & Maria Margaris  

16: George & Sofia Margaritis  

23: John & Vicki Margaritis  

30:   Sophia Martorelli  

 

 

Please make 4 loaves of Prosphora 

and bring them to church by 9:30 on 

the morning of the service. Be sure to 

include your lists of names to give to 

Father for the prayers:  one list is for 

those who are living and the second 

for those who have died. If you 

choose not to make Prosphora, please 

send a check to the church for $20 

made payable to Philoptochos, with a 

note stating it is for Prosphora. Be 

sure to include your list of names.  If 

you have questions, please contact 

Athena Kalatzis at 694-4295. 

 

Coffee Hour Sponsors 
 

 

Refreshments and supplies Coffee Hour 

is now provided by the church and will 

set up for coffee hour however we are 

asking that you offer to help clean up. 

If any food is left over, it will be used 

the following Sunday, if possible. You 

may bring additional refreshments, but 

it’s NOT mandatory.   Thank you for 

your time and hard work. 

  

Gus Chinonis 

Anna Giannouris 

John Stergiopoulos 

Argiri Haralambous 

Marika Kalafatis 

Athena Kosmonopoulos 

Theodora Stevens 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
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of the Christian community, not apart from it.  

Does the Holy Spirit guide us?  In the Nicene-Creed, the Holy Spirit 
“spoke by the prophets,” indicating that there are those whom the 
Holy Spirit “uses” to guide, to encourage, to inspire, and to      
challenge the People of God to repentance. We, as Orthodox   
Christians, believe there are still prophetic voices at work within the 
Church today, and we can say that in such cases the Holy Spirit 
continues to make His presence felt through those whom He 
chooses. 

Often we may find ourselves in situations where we are unsure as 
to whether that which we feel or experience is of the Holy Spirit or 
of “another spirit.” Carefully and prayerfully weighing such      
situations and measuring them against the revelation as delivered 
to us through Jesus Christ is critical. This may take time and      
patience, forcing us to quietly and patiently listen to the voice of 
the God, in the persons of the Holy Trinity. In discerning the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit, it is critical to lay aside our own    
desires, will, and wants, and to listen to what the Lord tells us. 

We also should continually call upon the Holy Spirit to guide us in 

discerning His presence. Scripture warns of “other spirits” which 

can be deceptive, and appear to speak as the True God.  However, 

the Church warns us to be ever-vigilant to discern what IS and is 

NOT from God.  In Orthodoxy the gift of discernment is critical in 

determining that which is genuine from that which is not—or, as 

you yourself state, to discern “the voice of the Spirit, from our own 

wishful thinking or pre-conceived thoughts.”  Through prayer and 

meditation one can begin to “discern the spirits” apart from these 

realities. Remember the words of our Lord Who says: “But the 

Counselor, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name, 

He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that 

I have said to you” (Jn 14:26). 

(Continued from page 1) 
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We are continuing our Mortgage Reduction campaign through 31 May, 2013 with the 
purpose of reducing our long-term mortgage debt which stands currently at $689,806.  

Whatever monies are collected over the 3 month period, which started 1 March, will be 
used strictly to pay down the principle on the mortgage and will be done IN ADDTION 
TO our monthly mortgage payment. 

During this campaign we have been soliciting donations not only from parishioners but 
also from all of our church organizations and ministries.   

We wish to thank the following people and organizations for their generous support of 
this program thus far: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to indicate on your check “Mortgage Reduction” to ensure that your funds 
are correctly processed. For information on how to participate, please contact any of 
our Parish Council members or call the church at 810-771-4611.  

With sincere thanks and God’s blessing, 

 

 

 

Fr Angelo Maggos     John Hountalas 

Priest       Parish Council President 
Assumption GOC     Assumption GOC 
 

Georgia Kocoves Voula Pagonis Mary Kottalis 

George & Anna Giannouris Nick & Dorothy Gintsis Ted & Ann Lowe 

John & Pauline Madelaris George & Sophia Margaritis John & Nitsa Dariotis 

Fr Angelo & Pres. Teri Lambros & Kiki Saites Athena Kalatzis 

Louis & Susan Kallis Cathy Yeotis Katheryn Bachakes 

Dimitri Hountalas John Hountalas Mike Potsos 

Philoptochos Mike & Kathy Clinton GOYA 

Gus & Sandi Chinonis   

Amada Steinhoff George & Laura Mersinas Clyde & Georgia Allard 

John & Linda Chinonis Daughters of  Penelope Agape Kallis 
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Philoptochos news 
 
This is a reminder that your 2013 dues are 

now due. We are a charitable arm of our  

Assumption family and part of the largest 

philanthropic ladies organization in the 

country.  

All we ask is a minimum of $25 per year, of 

which $6 is sent to our Metropolis of Detroit 

Philoptochos and $15 is sent to the National Philoptochos for 

charities that are used to support local and national level     

programs, such as helping victims of disasters, both natural 

and man-made. The remaining $4 goes to our Assumption 

Philoptochos. 

Please make your check payable to “Ladies Philoptochos       

Society”.  Mail your dues to the church at 2245 E Baldwin Rd, 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439, or directly to me at Agape Kallis,   

6050 Rolling Green Dr., Grand Blanc, MI 48439. 

Remember that our general meetings are held on the second 

Tuesday of the month at 1pm. Please join us for refreshments 

and fellowship, and if you know any of our ladies who would 

like to be part of our Philoptochos please ask them to join us or 

better yet, bring them with you to our next meeting. 

 

Agape Kallis 

Treasurer 

Assumption Ladies Philoptochos 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SALAD LUNCHEON FOR THE 

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE 
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 Lenten Retreat to Dormition Monastery  

 

On Saturday, April 20, under the sponsorship of our 

Religious Education Committee, 15 of our parishioners 

traveled to the Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction  

(near Jackson, MI).  While most had visited a monas-

tery before, this was the first time they had been   

exposed to monastic life, and  it was a wonderfully 

enriching experience for all of us. We began by    

celebrating the Divine Liturgy with Fr. John and the 

nuns, and shared a meal in the monastic tradition,  

eating in silence as one of the nuns read from the 

writings of the Holy Fathers.  Bishop Alexander, Metropolitan of the Toledo 

OCA metropolis spoke to us, as well as to a group of OCF teens, about   

living “in the world, while not part of it”.  After that Sister Makrina showed 

us the beautiful new church which is currently being decorated with Byzan-

tine style iconography, and we closed with a tour of the monastery grounds 

which included the gardens, cemetery, children’s garden and walking 

paths.  Many thanks to the Abbess of the Monastery, Mother Gabriella, for 

her gracious invitation and to all the sisters of the monastery.   
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HIGHLIGHTS OF LENT/HOLY WEEK 2013 
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The Holy Eparchial 

Synod of the Greek    

Orthodox Archdiocese of 

America convened its 

Spring meeting on April 

16 & 17. His Eminence 

Archbishop Demetrios 

presided at the meeting 

as the Synod discussed 

matters relating to the 

life and the work of the Church: 

1. Rebuilding of Saint Nicholas Church at Ground Zero: The architec-

tural firm will soon be selected. The new St. Nicholas Church will   

function as a national shrine, besides serving as a parish church. 

2. Clergy Matters: Matters relating to the pastoral work of the Clergy 

were discussed, as well as disciplinary matters relating to pastoral 

care for clergy and their families. 

3. Pastoral Matters: The Synod worked on the details of the Chaplaincy 

Program which had been approved at its previous meeting.  

4. Social Issues:  

•  Issuing of a statement regarding the tragic events of the bombings 

during the Boston Marathon (http://www.goarch.org/news/

bostonmarathon-04162013) 

•  Participation in the Special 15-member President’s Advisory Coun-

cil on Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships to which 

Archbishop Demetrios has been appointed by the President to study 

and make recommendations for the eradication of the slavery in the 

work place and the exploitation of children. 

Economic Issues:  The Synod discussed the continuing economic crisis 

in Greece and especially the most recent economic crisis in Cyprus. The 

Archbishop mentioned that he had convened a meeting of leaders of 

national organizations in support of the suffering and struggling people 

of Cyprus. 

Communiqué of the Holy Eparchial Synod 
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Recognizing that our parish has recently    

experienced a wave of baptisms that will 

continue through June, it seems appropriate 

to remind each of us of what it means to be 

an Orthodox godparent.   
 

It is a known practice in the Orthodox Church that every person, child or 

adult, should have a godparent (sponsor) at the time that they enter into the 

faith through Holy Baptism and/or Chrismation. To be a godparent is both a 

great honor and a tremendous responsibility, as the godparent assists the 

parents in leading the child along the narrow path which leads to the     

Kingdom of Heaven. For this reason the role of the godparent MUST NOT be 

minimized or trivialized. It is in fact a role that is holy and needs to be taken 

seriously. 

 

St. Theophan calls the task of steering a child along the narrow path, and 

bringing them up according to the law of God, as perhaps one of the    

greatest of all things in life saying: “What better thing can we offer our    

children than to lead them to our Lord and teach them to imitate Him in their 

life”.    While it is an honor to be asked to be a godparent, one should make 

sure that he or she will be committed to this awesome responsibility. Every 

godparent will be accountable to God as to whether or not he or she has   

fulfilled their duties. Prospective godparents must know their Orthodox faith, 

or at least be in the process of  continuously deepening their faith and be 

committed to a life in Christ. One problem today is that people who are 

called upon to be godparents do not know their faith and are not regular 

participants in the life of the Church. Consequently, a child who is baptized 

may never come to know the joy and fulfillment of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

His Church. 
  

In the early Church heavy emphasis was placed on the educating of the 

faithful and those who desired to come into the Christian faith.  A detailed 
(Continued on page 14) 

BEING A GODPARENT 
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and systematic instruction, called catechism, was done in preparation for 

baptism and it was where one learned the basic elements of the Christian 

faith and moral life. The candidate had to be introduced by one of the 

faithful, called anadochos, (literally one who stands up front at the fount) 

and was examined by the bishop who was in charge of the catechumens 

to ensure that clear spiritual motives led him to the Church and that the 

candidate not only understood the teachings of Christ and the Church, but 

was living them.  The anadochos played a very important role during this 

Catechesis, which continued even after the candidate had been baptized.  

In the Early Church most of those being baptized were adult candidates; 

however, as the faith spread and as entire families were coming into the 

Body of Christ, infant baptism became more the norm rather than the   

exception. With the emergence and common practice of infant baptism, 

the anadochos was called upon to be the spokesperson for the infant at 

their baptism.  (ACTS 16:15) 
 

The Godparent accepts the sacred responsibility of guiding the child into 

the understanding, practice, and teachings of the Orthodox Church,      

acknowledging this with a public profession of the Nicene Creed during 

the Baptism, hence the requirement that the sponsor must be an Ortho-

dox member in good standing.  The godparent pledges to aid his/her god-

child in whatever necessities may arise and also has the duty of praying 

fervently that God will always watch over their godchild and guide them 

throughout his/her life through their example of Orthodox Christian life. 

The role and responsibility of the Godparent can be summed up in the   

Divine Commandment that is read from the Holy Gospel at the service of 

Baptism. "Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you; and 

know that  I am with you always, to the close of the age."  Therefore, 

each parent should choose a godparent not just because of a blood       

relationship or friendship; rather, a godparent should be a trustworthy 

witness of the faith who will help the godchild attain salvation. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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 Amid the many news reports in the past few months that followed Pope 

Benedict's unprecedented resignation from the papacy, one of the most    

intriguing was the decision by His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch       

Bartholomew, to attend Pope Francis' installation as Bishop of Rome. The 

occasion is being presented as something that has not happened since the 

schism in 1054 AD. This is a profoundly bold step in ecumenical        

relations between the Orthodox and the Roman Catholics, and one 

that could have lasting significance. 

Prior to the sixth century, the election of a Roman bishop was a local affair. 

In most cases, the new pope was chosen from among the city's clergy.   

During the sixth century the imperial Roman government was centered in 

Constantinople, and in this context the election of a new Roman bishop, as 

well as a new Ecumenical Patriarch required the approval of the Byzantine 

emperor.   

At the conclusion of Byzantine influence in the 8th century, the election of 

Roman bishops returned, again to local considerations. As geo-political    

factors continued to push the East and the West in separate directions,     

relations between popes and patriarchs became more  distant. 

First and foremost Bartholomew’s visit is a powerful symbolic gesture for the 

cause of Christian unity and demonstrates in an unprecedented fashion the 

extent to which the Ecumenical Patriarch considers the relationship with the 

Roman Catholic Church to be a priority. For their part, the Vatican staff has 

responded to this grand gesture by reading of the Gospel in Greek, rather 

than Latin, at the installation. 

Our two Churches have been divided for so long that the establishment of an 

authentic reunion will require courage, leadership, and humility. It will also 

require a foundation in common faith and concerns. Both Patriarch Bartholo-

mew and Pope Benedict XVI have made     

incredible strides on issues of mutual concern 

and given Pope Francis' well-documented 

work for social justice and his insistence that 

globalization is detrimental to the poor, the 

Orthodox and the Roman Catholic traditions 

have an opportunity to continue this most  

important work. With our Lord's assistance, 

that common cause can be transformed into increasingly substantive work 

towards the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church that Christ instituted 

and that we pray for at each Divine Liturgy. 

Patriarch and Pope exchanging the Kiss of Peace 

The Extraordinary Historical Significance of Patriarch     
Bartholomew's Presence at Pope Francis' Installation  
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Allard, Clyde & Georgia 

Anagnostopoulos, Nick & Anna 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

Bachakes, Kathryn 

Bakris, Dr. Chris 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Christos & Ashley 

Batsios, Eftyhia 

Batsios, Evangelos 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Tony & Maria  

Bograkos, C.G. (Tim) & Vera 

Bograkos, Timothy & Sandra 

Buterakos, Jim & Roxanne 

Chiavaras, Lucille 

Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra 

Chinonis, Elias D. (Eli) 

Chinonis, John & Linda 

Chinonis, Richard 

Chiros, Theoni 

Chuleas, Athena 

Chuleas, Bill & Shelly 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Daros, Christine 

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis 

Dau, Bill & JoAnne 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Demps, Crystal 

Douros, Evangelos & Angeliki 

Doyle, Patty 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine 

Eisenbeis, Gerald & Tina 

Fahoome, Calliope (Pepe) 

Federick, Curt & Vivian 

Foraker, Waly & Diane 

Garceau, Gregory & Anastasia 

Gerasimidis, John & Evangelia 

Giannouris, George & Anna 

Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy 

Gravanis, Effie 

Gravanis, John & Vasiliki 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Hoffman, Katina 

Hountalas, John & Tasia 

Hountalas, Yanni 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Joseph, Patti 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, Louis & Susan 

Kallis, +William & Penny 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Karatza, Alex & Louise 

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Nick & Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Lemonia 

Kottalis, Mary  

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Shao-Chi 

Lauster, Jeff & Chinonis, Nancy 

Livaditis, Argie & Angela 

Lowe, Ted & Ann 

Maggos, Fr. Angelo & Presvytera  Teri 

Maggos, Stavro & Mary 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nick & Maria 

Margaris, Paul & Maria 

Margaritis, George & Sofia 

Margaritis, John & Vicki 

Marks, Jean 

Marks, Tom & Kelly 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Menoutes, George & Kathryn 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevesti 

Neofotistos, John & Julie 

Nikolakeas, John & Polin 

Nitsos, Emma 

O’Keefe, Derek & Michelle 

Pagonis, Voula 

Panos, Yanni & Vasiliki 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Pappalois, John & Mary 

Pappas, Dean & Elaine 

Paraschos, Tim & April 

Pavlis, John & Pat 

Petcou, John & Cheri 

Petropoulos, Diana 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Photiou, Maroulla 

Politis, Dr. George & Rita 

Potsos, Dimitrios & Stergoula 

Potsos, Emmanouil 

Poulos, Eleanor 

Poulos, Stella 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Preketes, Frank 

Pyles, Tom & Demi 

Repke, Brad & Angela 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Rogind, Sally 

Saites, Konstantinos & Polyxeni 

Saites, Lambros & Kiki 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Sirakis, James & Kathy 

Sirakis, Kosta & Sofia 

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra 

Stavridis, Tome & Zoe 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Tadajewski, Michael & Anastasia 

Vergos, Gus & Nitsa 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

Vomvolakis, Mary 

Williams, Anna 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Sue 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis,  Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

Yiannatji, Frank 

Yiannatji, Helen 

Yiannatji, Irene 

Zaravelis, Fani 
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Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through the church     

secretary so that they  may be placed 

on the church calendar.  
  

Refreshments 
 

Philoptochos no longer provides the 

refreshments.  However, any family 

having a Memorial may sponsor the 

Coffee Hour and bring food.  
 

If  the family is providing food,  

Philoptochos will assist in set up and 

clean up.  However, the family must 

state that they wish assistance at the 

time the Memorial is scheduled with 

the church. 
 

Koliva 
 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact Ann Lowe (of  Philoptochos) 

for the names of  those available to 

make it. The standard rate is $150.  It 

is the responsibility of  the family 

to  arrange for Koliva. 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 

A DICTIONARY OF 

ORTHODOX TERMINOLOGY 
 

 
Churching. A service of  thanksgiving 
and blessing of  women after child-
birth. In the Orthodox church, this rite 
is performed on the fortieth day after 
birth and is reminiscent of  the Old 
Testament ceremony of  purification 
( L e v .  1 2 :  2 - 8 )  a n d  t h e                     
presentation of  Jesus at the Temple 
(Luke 2: 22-29). 

Communion.  The receiving of  the 
sacrament of  the Eucharist after 
proper preparation, fasting, and      
confession. Orthodox Christians are 
encouraged to receive communion 
as often as possible, even daily. 

Communion of  Saints. The Ortho-
dox Church believes that all the      
people of  God-members of  the 
Church, either the living on earth or 
the departed in heaven-are in constant 
communion and fellowship with each 
other in faith, grace, and prayers, since 
they constitute one Body in Christ-the 
Church. 

Compline .  A worship service         
performed after dusk. It is often com-
bined with Vespers to form an all-night 
vigil. There is a Great Compline and its 
abridgement, known as Small       
Compline. 
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Flint, Michigan is as     

follows: 
 

Parishioner (Member) - Person Baptized and 

Chrismated according the rites of the          

Orthodox Church. 
 

Parishioner (Member) in Good Standing: 

• Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

• Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file and current in pledges for active and 

preceding year. 
 

In-Active Parishioner (Member) - Person 

not in compliance with requirements for  

Member or Member in Good Standing as    

defined above. 

Members in Good Standing are entitled to all 

sacraments at the AGOC and are not  required 

to pay church usage fees for sacraments for 

those persons identified on the  applicable pledge card or 

persons under 18 years of age. 

Members and In-Active Members are entitled 

to all sacraments at AGOC but are required to 

pay church usage fees of $500. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the parish priest and must be pre-

sented to him at least one month prior to the 

proposed sacrament date. 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY 

  
“With the fear of  God, faith and love draw near” 

Receiving the Body and Blood of Christ is a      solemn 

matter, and a time to approach the Cup of Christ with 

reverence, awe and respect. 

In order to provide respect for the solemnity of the 

Eucharist, we have established the following         proce-

dure for the receipt of Holy Communion:  

Choir members are first to receive Holy Communion,. 

When the choir has finished, Parish Council members 

will release parishioners by row, starting at the front of the 

church. Children will receive   Communion with their 

parents.  Please remain standing in your pew  until a Par-

ish Council member releases your row to receive Holy 

Communion. 

After Liturgy is completed, ushers will release     everyone 

by row to receive Antidoron. Please  go up the center 

aisle and exit down the side aisles, as it is inappropriate to 

turn your back when the Body and Blood of Christ is 

present at the Altar. 

Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in mem-

ory of the departed are typically collected by the church 

which then presents the names and final donation 

amount to the designated surviving family member. At 

that time the family has the opportunity to decide on dis-

tribution of those funds and can determine if they would 

like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for the 

church in memory of the departed from a published list 

of approved items. (This list will be published in the 

monthly newsletter and posted in the church office). We 

ask that should the family desire to purchase an item they 

indicate this to the priest and Parish Council by the time 

of the 40 day memorial, otherwise those funds will be 

released to the operating fund of our church.  Any me-

morial donation checks not marked “Assumption Church” 

will be distributed for the purpose indicated on the check. 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION  
AND ANTIDORON 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
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Swartz 
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME    

Our Family Caring For Yours 
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family 
 • Personal Family Service 

• Affordable Cost Options 

• Advance Funeral Planning 

• Cremation Services 

• Aftercare Services Provided 

• Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 
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Discounted rates for Orthodox Christians 
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These advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it 

with their advertising.  Won’t you please patronize their businesses — and 

mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 

Your newsletter is mailed to you each 

month so that you can be kept up-to-date 

on everything happening at church.  

However, this does not happen without      

incurring a cost.   We must pay for toner 

ink, paper, wear-and-tear on the printer, 

and postage that continually increases. 

YOU can be a sponsor and help to      

defray the cost of publishing this news-

letter by placing an ad here.  And, please 

show your support of those sponsors you 

see here by visiting their place of      

business.  Please contact the church    

office for more information. 
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Assumption Church has 

gone MOBILE! 

 

On your smartphone, go to 

assumption.mobi 


